Gc 

973.74 

Io9cr 

1910-11 

15th-16th 

1987733 


M.lk 


REYN 


<RICAL 
^l-£CTIQM 


(# 


ALLEN  COUNTY  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


3  1833  01757  0604 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2012 


http://archive.org/details/proceedingsofcr191011ceda 


Crock 


Sbiloll 

bolt  vc  r 

lukc 

Corinth 

Monroe 

Vk sksburg 

M  euhuuicsvill 

Monroe 

Jucks«>» 

MrnJi   in 

Kcuvidw 

Nitkujuck 


Proceedings 

:r's  Iow;t  llmtLe 


A 1 1  it  at  h 

March  to  the  Sen 

Suv  uuuuL 

Coiutubiu 

Carolina 

Chemw 

Beotonvillc 

Raleigh 

t irand  Review  ui 
Wdtthiuglon.U.C. 

M«y  24.   1H6S. 


At  th 


Fifteenth  Biennial  Itcitiiion 


Held  at 

Washington,  Iowa 
September  14  and  15,  1910 


and 


Sixteenth  Hit  annul  Reunion 

Commemorative  of  Fifty  Years  Since  Muster-In 
Held  at 

Sigourney,  lovva 
September  6  and  7,  19JX- 


1S87733 


h 

p 
cti 

~\   • 

CD 

^»  w 

.£ 

£2 

<D 

£- 

II 

<d 

^ 

Jd'o 

cd 

0 

£ 

-l*~ 

tD 

d 

0 

°  • 

-H 

(D 

> 

U 

P 

CO 

•d 

cd 

• 

•H 

H 

& 

1-" 

CD 

o 

O 

& 

M 

to 

*d 

(X? 

CD 

>^> 

01 

* 

H 

rH 

_. 

. 

fc 

Ph 

^ 

• 

cd 

a! 

CD 

4 

> 

,-! 

•  M 

P 

03 

r-> 

03    O 

cj 

p 

u 

w 

*d  o 

Jh 

CD 

CD      • 

cd  Ph 

-d 

O 

x: 

f-.  rH 

boo 

H 

P< 

CD 

?-*  cd 

-H 

05 

«H 

«H  -H 

U  <*-t  & 

•N 

H 

£ 

fD    O 

ra 

£) 

CD    C 

C 

<D 

3 

Jh   cj 

Cd    CO    O  P 

£   bO-H  cd 

Q- 

CD  «H 

0  c 

EJ 

H 

*d 

M  -H 

3 

P< 

£ 

CO    CD 

•tf 

03 

cd 

bU  cd 

ffi     IL 

k 

C 

-      Q) 

* 

0) 

» .H  *d 

p  0 

• 

t> 

0 

CJ  P   & 

(D    O 

« 

cd 

O    CD    C 

.^    Fh 

« 

rH 

H   (D  hD 

O  A« 

P^ 

c£:  -h 

\ 

O 

(D 

£5          CD 

\ 

fn 

.C 

CD           CD 

\ 

O 

P 

k      -d 

N.       \ 

^ 

N) 

• 

/ 

D-  CO 

w 

OO 

$ 

10      • 

ADD.     H.    SANDERS 

Lieut.    Colonel    16th     Iowa 
Brevet   Brigadier  General 


I  • 


MOUNT   Vl'KNON    HAWK-KYK   1'KI: 
MOUNT   VKRNON.  IOWA 


CROCKER'S   IOWA    BRIGADE 


NOTICE. 


The  officers  of  the  society  most  earnestly  request  all 
members  reading  this  book  to  carefully  examine  the  list  of 
members,  and  report  any  and  all  errors  discovered  to  C.  W. 
Kepler,  Recording"  Secretary,  Mount  Vernon,  Iowa. 

In  order  that  the  society  may  keep  posted  in  regard  to 
the  membership,  it  is  requested  that  the  members  desiring 
change  in  their  post  othce  address  should  write  to  the  Cor- 
responding Secretary,  D.  W.  Bushnell,  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa, 
and  where  members  have  died,  some  comrade  should  notify 
him  of  the  fact,  and  send  obituary  notices. 

Members  writing  to  any  officer  on  any  subject  must 
give  name  of  company  and  regiment  of  writer,  otherwise 
correspondence  may  not  receive  attention. 

A  supply  of  silver  oak  leaf  badges  and  engraved  certi- 
ficates of  membership  are  on  hand,  price  $1.00  each,  and 
can  be  had  of  the  Recording  Secretary.  p^nrfiinL, 

Copies  of  the  pamphlet  can  be  had  of  the  Recordi  ng 
Secretary  for  25  cents  each,  postage  prepaid,  mailed  to  any 
address.  *  ^^    Corresponding  Secretary 

Council  Binds,  Iowa. 
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ARTICLES  OF  ASSOCIATION. 

Article  I.  The  Association  shall  be  known  as  "Crock- 
er's Iowa  Brigade/'  and  shall  include  every  soldier  who  has 
served  with  honor  in  that  brigade.  Honorary  members  may 
be  elected  from  those  who  have  served  with  honor  and  dis- 
tinction in  any  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States. 

Art.  2.  The  object  of  the  society  shall  be  to  keep  alive 
and  preserve  that  kindly  and  cordial  feeling  which  has  been 
one  of  the  characteristics  of  this  brigade  during  its  career 
in  the  service,  and  which  has  given  it  such  harmony  of  act- 
ion and  contributed  in  no  small  degree  to  its  glorious 
achievements  in  our  country's  cause.  The  fame  and  glory 
of  all  the  soldiers  belonging  to  this  brigade  who  have  fallen, 
either  on  the  held  of  battle  or  in  the  line  of  their  duty,  shall 
be  a  sacred  trust  to  this  society,  which  shall  cause  proper 
memorials  of  their  services  to  be  collected  and  preserved, 
and  thus  transmit  their  names  with  honor  to  posterity.  The 
families  of  all  such  soldiers  who  shall  be  in  indigent  circum- 
stances will  have  a  claim  upon  the  generosity  of  the  society, 
and  will  be  relieved  by  the  voluntary  contribution  of  its 
members  whenever  brought  to  their  attention.  In  like 
manner,  the  fame,  and  the  suffering  families  of  those  sol- 
diers who  may  hereafter  be  stricken  down  by  death,  shall 
be  a  trust  in  the  hands  of  their  survivors. 

Art.  3.  For  the  purpose  of  accomplishing  these  ob- 
jects, the  society  shall  be  organized  by  the  biennial  election 
of  a  President  and  Vice  Presidents,  the  Vice  Presidents  to 
be  chosen  one  from  each  regiment  composing  said  brigade, 
and  a  Corresponding  Secretary  and  a  Recording  Secretary. 

The  society  shall  meet  biennially,  and  those  soldiers 
who,  for  any  cause,  are  unable  to  attend  its  meetings,  will 
be  expected  to  write  to  the  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the 
society  and  impart  such  information  in  regard  to  them- 
selves as  they  may  desire  and  which  may  be  of  interest  to 
their  comrades. 

Honoring  the  glorious  achievements  of  our  brothers  in 
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arms  belonging  to  other  armies  whose  services  have  con- 
tributed in  an  equal  degree  in  the  re-establishment  of  our 
government,  and  desiring  to  draw  closet-  to  them  in  the 
bonds  of  social  feeling,  the  President  or  either  of  the  Vice 
Presidents  shall  be  authorized  to  invite  the  attendance  of 
any  soldiers  of  the  United  States  army  at  any  of  our  annual 
meetings. 


BY-LAWS. 

Article  1.  All  persons  applying  previous  to,  on,  or 
after  the  annual  meeting  in  1881  for  enrollment  shall  pay  a 
membership  fee  of  seventy-five  cents;  that  the  annual  dues 
shall  be  one  dollar,  and  persons  applying  for  membership 
shall  pay  back  dues;  that  all  fees  are  due  and  payable  to. the 
Recording  Secretary,  and  all  money  received  by  him  on  ac- 
count of  the  society  shall  be  transferred  to  the  Treasurer, 
and  that  all  money  received  as  fees,  shall  by  the  Treasurer 
be  added  to  the  permanent  fund. 

Art.  2.  Money  for  ordinary  expenses  of  the  society 
may  be  expended  by  the  Treasurer  upon  the  warrant  of  the 
President.  All  other  expenditures  only  in  pursuance  of  a 
vote  of  the  society. 

Art.  3.  The  Treasurer  shall  make  a  report  to  the  an- 
nual meeting  of  all  the  receipts  and  expenditures,  with 
vouchers.  The  Recording  Secretary  shall  report  to  the 
annual  meeting  all  money  received  by  him,  and  all  trans- 
ferred by  him  to  the  Treasurer. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  report  to  every 
meeting  all  correspondence  of  general  interest. 

Art.  4.  All  questions  and  resolutions  shall  be  decided 
by  a  majority  of  the  members  present.  But  amendments 
proposed  to  the  constitution  shall  be  acted  upon  only  at  the 
annual  meeting  subsequent  to  the  one  at  which  they  may 
be  proposed,  unless  the  postponment  be  dispensed  with  by 
a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present. 
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Art.  5.     The  order  of  business  shall  be  as  follows: 
First —Reading   of    the    journal     of     the     previous 

meeting. 
Second— Appointment    of    committees    on    business 

and  for  nomination  of  officers. 
Third— Receiving  reports. 
Fourth — Current  business. 
Fifth — Election  of  officers. 
Sixth — Adjournment. 
Art.  6.     If  the  society  shall  at  any  meeting  omit  to  des- 
ignate the  time  and  place  of  the  next  meeting,  the  President 
shall,  by  due  public  notice,  fix  the  time  and  place. 

Art  7  Whenever  any  member  of  the  society  is  re- 
ported to  the  Corresponding  Secretary  to  have  disqualified 
himself  for  membership  by  reason  of  dishonorable  or 
vicious  conduct,  he  shall  be  reported  to  the  President  of  the 
society,  who  thereupon,  shall  order  a  court  of  not  ess  than 
three  members  of  the  society  to  investigate  the  facts  and 
report  to  the  next  meeting  for  action  of  the  society  in  the 
case. 
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Headquarters 

CROCKER'S  IOWA  BRIGADE 

Notice  of  Meeting 

Mount  Vernon,  Iowa,  July  20,  1910. 
To  the  Members  of  the  Society  of  Crocker's  Iowa  Brigade: 

The  Fifteenth  Biennial  Reunion  of  this  society  will  be 
held  at  Washington,  Iowa,  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday, 
September  14  and  15,  1910. 

All  soldiers  who  have  at  any  time  served  in  the  "Iowa 
Brigade/'  composed  of  the  11th,  13th,  151  h  and  16th  Iowa 
Infantry  Volunteers,  are  by  the  constitution  entitled  to 
membership  and  are  cordially  invited  and  urged  to  attend. 

Regimental  meetings  at  1:30  p.  m.  Wednesday. 

All  arrangements  for  the  meeting  will  be  in  charge  of 
a  local  executive  committee  in  Washington. 

A  second  circular  will  be  sent  out,  giving  full  informa- 
tion and  instruction  as  to  hotel  rates  and  railroad  connec- 
tions. 

The  Silver  Oak  Leaf  Badge  of  the  Society  and  the  en- 
graved Certificate  of  Membership  can  be  procured  at  the 
reunion  or  by  addressing  C.  W.  Kepler,  Recording  Secretary, 
Mount  Vernon,  Iowa.     The  price  of  each  is  one  dollar. 

Notices  of  deaths  of  members  since  our  last  meeting, 
with  dates  and  other  incidents,  and  of  change  of  postoflice 
address  of  members,  should  be  sent  to  D.  W.  Bushnell,  Cor- 
responding Secretary,  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa. 

Owing  to  conditions  which  all  our  members  will  recog- 
nize, we  urge  the  President  and  Secretaries  of  the  regiments 
and  all  Comrades  by  correspondence  and  personal  effort  to 
urge  the  attendance  of  all  members.  This  year  we  will  not 
send  out  our  notice  to  the  various  newspapers,  asking  them 
to  publish  it,  but  instead  of  that  we  want  every  me  «  i  to 
see  his  local  newspaper  in  his  vicinity,  and  see  to  ii  thai 
they  give  notice  of  the  meeting  in  good  form  in  their  col- 
umns. In  that  way  we  will  reach  a  greater  number  of  com- 
rades.   Be  sure  and  attend  to  this. 
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The  increasing  attendance  of  wives,  sons  and  daughters 
of  members  upon  our  reunions  is  cordially  commended, 
and  their  presence  in  greater  numbers  than  ever  at  our  fif- 
teenth biennial  meeting  is  earnestly  requested. 

The  ties  of  ''Fraternity,  Charity  and  Loyalty,"  which 
bound  the  Brigade  in  its  unbroken  service  as  an  organiza- 
tion from  April,  18G2,  to  July,  1865,  and  the  spirit  of  com- 
radeship which  has  marked  its  reunions  for  thirty  years, 
assures  us  that  despite  the  lapse  of  time  and  the  loss  of 
loved  and  honored  members,  the  Brigade  will  come  togeth- 
er at  the  city  of  Washington,  with  undiminished  numbers. 

H.  II.  Rood,  President, 

Mount  Vernon,  Iowa. 

C.  W.  Kepler,  Recording  Secretary,  Mount  Vernon,  Iowa. 

D.  W.  Bushnell,  Corresponding  Secretary,  Council  Bluffs,  la. 
J.  W.  Cheek,  Treasurer,  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 
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CROCKER'S  BRIGADE  REUNION. 


(Washington,  (Iowa)    Democrat,  Wednesday,  September  21,   10 10.) 

It  seems  to  us  that  the  Crocker  Brigade  reunion  was  a 
great  success,  although  it  may  be  in  bad  taste  to  say  so, 
seeing  that  we  are  or  were  the  hosts.  It  sounds  a  little  like 
bragging  on  your  own  party,  still,  if  we  feel  a  little  chesty 
over  the  way  our  people  treated  the  old  soldiers,  we  hope  it 
will  not  be  laid  up  against  us.  The  Lord  was  on  our  side  or 
on  the  side  of  the  old  soldiers,  for  it  threatened  ram  every 
day  and  still  it  did  not  rain.  Indeed,  the  weather  was  just 
about  right  being  neither  too  hot  nor  too  cold.  The  automo- 
bile ride  at  the  close  was  the  climax  of  a  most  notable  gath- 
ering of  the  men  who  sustained  the  nation  in  a  time  of  great 
stress  and  Bob  Cousin's  oration  on  "Lincoln"  was  a  fitting 

*  The  headquarters  were  in  Central  Park  where  they  had 
erected  a  big  tent  for  the  registration  of  visitors  and  a 
smaller  tent  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  tab  on  the  guests. 
By  guests  we  mean  old  soldiers  who  were  not  members  of 
Crocker's  Brigade.  There  were  a  great  many  ot  them  pres- 
ent as  you  will  notice  by  the  list  printed  elsewhere.  From 
these  headquarters,  the  soldiers  were  assigned  to  the  homes 
of  our  city  and  be  it  known  that  there  was  no  dearth  of  en- 
tertainment of  the  old  boys.  There  were  150  beds  never 
touched  and  we  have  no  doubt  500  more  could  have  been 

housed. 

The  reception  committee  was  useful  and  not  merely 
ornamental  in  this  case.  We  do  not  know  how  many  here 
were  on  the  committee  but  we  saw  George  Paul,  M.  W. 
Bailey,  J.  W.  Patton,  Howard  Benn  and  others  as  busy  as 
nailers'  and  we  understand,  indeed,  we  know  that  George 
Paul,  M.  W.  Bailey,  Wake  Neal  and  perhaps  Howard  Benn 
never  went  to  bed  the  first  night  at  all,  but  met  every  train. 
George  Paul  beats  anything  at  that  sort  of  tiling  the  town 
has  seen.  Bailey  says  that  after  all  the  rest  of  them  had 
thought  of  every  possible  thing    there    was    to   do,    George 
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would  go  them  one  better  and  think  of  something  else.  He 
is  a  dynamo  that  never  stops  and  never  tires,  although  to 
look  at  him,  you  would  think  that  he  would  wear  out  in  a 
short  time.  So  the  reception  committee  did  their  work  ad- 
mirably and  with  dispatch  and  with  credit  to  the  town  and 
the  people  owe  them  a  debt  of  gratitude  for  to  them  is  due 
in  large  measure  the  feeling  of  hospitality  that  comes  to  the 
guests  of  our  town.  You  receive  a  man  in  a  cordial  and 
friendly  manner  and  with  a  warm  hand  shake  and  the  battle 
is  half  over. 

The  thing  we  enjoyed  most  about  the  reunion  was 
standing  as  a  listener  to  these  old  fellows  talk  of  the  days 
that  are  gone.  They  were  gathered  all  day,  in  circles  in  the 
park  or  on  the  street  talking  of  what  they  had  seen  and 
done.  Each  old  soldier  would  recall  an  incident  that  all 
would  remember  and  how  they  would  laugh.  For  it  is  a 
God  given  trait  in  human  nature  that  after  all,  men  remem- 
ber the  funny  incidents  longer  than  tragedies.  We  heard 
one  old  fellow  ask  another  ''How  was  your  hair  at  the  battle 
at  Atlanta,  July  22?  Was  it  straight  or  did  it  raise  up?" 
The  man  questioned  did  not  say  anything.  He  did  it  in 
pantomime.  He  lifted  up  his  hat  showing  that  his  hair 
stood  on  end  and  lifted  his  hat  oil'. 

And  as  to  Mrs.  Cheek  of  Des  Moines  she  is  a  wonder. 
We  do  not  think  she  will  be  angered  if  we  say  it  is  surpris- 
ing that  a  woman  of  her  age  should  retain  the  beauty  and 
sweetness  and  flexibility  of  her  wonderful  voice.  Many  in- 
sisted that  hers  was  the  most  beautiful  singing  they  had 
ever  heard.  She  has  sung  for  them  for  many  years,  as  her 
husband  is  a  member  ol  the  brigade  and  it  must  be  that  she 
is  not  as  young  as  she  used  to  be,  if  she  has  done  this,  liar 
"Echo  Song"  is  something  wonderful.  She  sings  a  loud  note 
and  then  produces  what  seems  to  be  an  echo,  the  delusion 
being  so  perfect  that  if  you  did  not  know  the  truth  you 
would  swear  it  was  an  echo  from  a  far  off  mountain.  We 
cannot  describe  it.  it  is  marvelous,  that  is  all  we  can  say. 
Her  singing  of  patriotic  songs  is  an  inspiration  and  how  the 
old  soldiers  enjoy  her.  Her  husband  is  treasurer  of  the  bri- 
gade. 
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The  famous  Birmingham  or  Stockport  drum  corps  gave 
the  old  boys  more  of  the  war  feeling  than  any  other  thing. 
How  they  did  step  up  when  the  drums  began  to  beat!  Al 
Rogers  had  charge  of  the  martial  band  and  he  took  them 
wherever  they  wanted  to  go  in  his  automobile  and  they  met 
many  incoming  trains  and  the  day  of  the  automobile  parade 
they  led  the  procession,  coming  in  right  after  George  Paul 
and  Mayor  Dixon.  They  had  to  go  ahead  to  blaze  the  trail. 
Al  is  in  the  height  of  his  glory  on  such  occasions  and  a 
mighty  useful  man  to  have  around.    Al  is  all  right. 

Speaking  of  the  automobile  ride,  they  gave  every  old 
soldier  a  ride  of  ten  miles.  Some  had  never  ridden  in  an 
automobile  before.  Capt.  Parker  never  had  and  what  is 
more  he  would  not  ride  here.  He  refused  to  ride  down  from 
the  depot.  He  walks  6  or  7  miles  each  day  when  he  is  at 
home  although  he  is  away  past  80  years  old  and  maybe  85. 
But  he  draws  the  line  on  automobiles.  The  automobile  own- 
ers who  donated  their  cars  were: 


B.  F.   Dixon 
George  H.  Paul 
Richard   Donaldson 
J.  L.  Brookhart 

C.  R.  Wells 
Sidney  S.  Smith 
A.   B.   Rogers 
Lytle  Brothers 
H.  L.   Whittaker 
Warren   Can   Winkle 
Walter  Brown 

Eli   Applegate 
J.   T.  Matthews 
J.  T.  Tucker 
John  Little 
Hannah  Eicher 
Alva  Beenblossom 
Fred  Kolosick 
Dr.  E.  T.  Wickham 
M.   D.  Work 
Dr.   C.    M.    Stwart 
George  W.  Brown 


Sol.  Rich 

J.   A.   Marsh     ' 

Ed.   Klorjfenstein 

Hurry  A." White 

Arthur  E.  Weud 

Chas.   H.  Keck 

W.  A.  Gibson 

W.  J.  Todd 

Boyd   Berdo 

Henry  Dittner 

P.  G.  Ahrens 

L.   D.   Robinson 

Wilber  Miller 

J.  E.  Adams 

U.  E.  Thomas 

L.  H.  O'Loughlin 

John   Campbell 

Joe   Wright 

Hurley    O'Loughlin 

Tommy  Berdo 

kidney   Smith's  driver,  Lowe 

0.  K.  Clapper 


William  Paul  Moot  hart  had  charge  of  the  opera  house 
decorations.     At  le&st  he  bossed  the  job  and  they  did  not 
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get  Henry  Watterson  for  Gen.  Logan  like  Ves  Ragan  diil 
one  campaign  time  here  a  few  years  ago. 

The  town  did  mighty  well  in  the  way  of  decorations. 
It  looked  very  pretty  and  many  pretty  designs  were  worked 
out.  We  believe  the  citizens  did  mighty  finely  by  the  old 
veterans. 

Rev.  U.  S.  Smith  covered  himself  with  glory  in  his  ad- 
dress of  welcome;  When  he  was  done  M.  W.  Bailey  remark- 
ed with  enthusiasm  "Isn't  Smith  a  cracker  jack?"  You  bel 
he  is.  He  is  pastor  of  our  church.  He  talks  straight  from 
the  shoulder  but  he  has  his  heart  in  it  and  speaks  in  terms 
so  that  those  who  run  may  read.  We  shall  not  even  make 
an  attempt  to  print  a  resume  of  his  talk,  for  it  would  spoil 
it.  But  the  frankness  and  heartiness  and  whole  souledness 
of  it  caught  on  in  good  shape. 

Karl  W.  Ellis,  a  little  bit  of  a  teeny  fellow  a  grandson 
of  the  brigade,  gave  an  oration  that  he  had  of  course  com- 
mitted to  memory.  He  took  the  house  by  storm  and  with 
his  encore  "They  can't  hold  a  candle  to  the  Grand  Army 
boys"  he  set  them  wild.  We  are  not  giving  the  camplire 
program  in  regular  order,  as  it  would  be  dry  and  unprofit- 
able reading  merely  to  give  it  in  its  prosy  order. 

We  have  already  spoken  of  John  Lett's  speech  of  the 
second  night  and  J.  W.  Cheney  gave  an  oft  hand  talk  of  fif- 
teen minutes.  He  is  deaf  from  a  gun  shot  wound  received  in 
the  army.  But  it  did  not  disturb  his  speech.  He  gave  a 
very  happy  talk.  Miss  Nellie  Heffelringer  sang  a  solo  en- 
titled Dixie  and  it  seems  to  us  that  it  was  the  same  that 
was  sung  by  the  Dixie  girl  with  the  Rounds  one  year  at  our 
Chautauqua.  She  has  a  most  remarkable  contralto  voice. 
It  is  as  deep  as  a  well  and  she  handles  it  remarkably  well. 
She  was  a  decided  hit.  She  must  be  a  daughter  of  Mike 
Heffelfinger  of  Brighton.  Whoever  she  is  she  can  surely 
sing.  She  and  her  cousin  Beulah  Eichelberger  sang  an  en- 
core duet  which  was  very  prettily  done. 

Mrs.  Cheek  and  Miss  Wolcott  furnished  the  othermusic 
aside  from  the  glee  club,  as  before.  They  are  both  favor- 
ites of  the  Brigade. 

Bob  Cousins  had  his  famous  oration  on  "Lincoln"  and 
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we  want  to  say  here  that  we  can  easily  understand  why 
people  go  crazy  over  his  oratory.  He  is  a  fine  looking  Re- 
publican for  a  Standpatter  and  say  he  does  stand  pat.  He 
leans  backward  he  is  so  strong  in  his  faith.  He  can  "orate." 
The  sentences  just  roll  off  his  lips  like  honey,  for  he  speaks 
in  mellifluent  tones,  if  you  know  what  that  means,  and  we 
say  it  is  a  rare  treat  to  sit  and  listen  to  the  likes  of  Bob 
Cousins.  We  have  not  always  liked  him  because  of  his  pol- 
itics, but  what  is  the  use?  Why  nut  admit  a  good  thing  if 
you  see  it  and  he  esteems  Lincoln  as  we  do.  He  is  a  weaver 
of  garlands  and  American  beauty  roses  and  he  places  them 
on  the  brows  of  his  heroes  therein.  Hi'  talked  for  half  an 
hour  which  wasn't  half  long  enough  but  he  caught  the 
crowd  and  we  give  it  up.  Bob  Cousins  is  one  of  the  great 
orators  of  the  times.  We  shall  hereafter  speak  well  of  him 
if  for  no  other  reason  than  that  he  is  so  doggoned  smart. 

The  writer  of  these  lines  was  also  on  the  program  but 
he  is  keeping  it  rattier  quiet.  He  appreciated  the  honor  of 
being  asked  but  whether  he  acquitted  himself  with  suffic- 
ient credit  to  vindicate  the  judgment  of  the  committee  he 
is  unable  to  state  and  nobody  has  told  him  that  they  were 
glad  they  invited  him,  so  let  us  change  the  subject. 

Col.  Rood  introduced  Col.  Bell  as  a  guest  and  he  spoke 
feelingly  of  the  reunion  and  of  the  pleasure  he  had  in  being 
present.  Col.  Bell  says  his  last  days  are  his  best  days  and 
that  he  never  has  been  happier  than  he  is  today.  We  want 
to  pay  tribute  to  Col.  Bell  as  having  made  the  best  speech 
we  ever  heard  him  make.  And  without  intending  any  great 
etfort  he  brought  tears  to  many  eyes  and  this  writer  isn't 
sure  that  he  did  not  see  a  mist  himself.  We  pay  tribute 
alike  to  John  Alex  Young  who  never  did  a  better  job  offhand 
speaking  than  he  did  that  night,  the  second  camphre  night. 
And  Col.  Palmer,  well  he  is  always  ace  high  with  the  soldier 
boys  and  we  hope  we  will  not  be  accused  of  boosting  politics 
when  we  say  this  of  Col.  Palmer.  His  stories  put  on  the 
finishing  touches  in  good  shape. 

Mrs.  Sam  Conklin  was  pianist  the  last  evening.  The 
glee  club  was  composed  of  Isaac  McKenry,  A.  N.  Albertson, 
Jessie  Ashby,  Forte  Sherman,  Col.  Palmer,  S.  W.  Neal,  El- 
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mer  Adams,  Prof.  Robb,  Prof.  Fuller,  Carl  Hedges.  Wake 
Neal,  Jesse  Ashby  and  Col.  Palmer  composed  a  trio  that 
sang  several  classical  selections  that  were  not  written  by 
Handel  or  Mozart  except  maybe  with  a  hoe  handle.  This  is 
a  joke!  Their  choice  classics  were  entitled  "Home  Sweet 
Home  with  variations,"  mostly  variations  and  "1  have  lost 
my  heart,  give  me  a  nickel's  worth  of  Liver"  but  they 
"caught  the  crowd"  all  right. 

And  Friday  everybody  went  home  and  the  town  was  as 
dull  as  Sunday  in  Sigourney. 


CYS  I.  B.  WITH  US. 


Washington  Crowded  With  Members  of  Brigade — Interest- 
ing (amp  Fire  Held  Wednesday  Evening — Another 
Last    Evening  —  The    City    Great    Host. 

(Washington    (Iowa)    Press,   Friday,   September   16,   1910.) 

Washington  county  has  had  strong  ties  binding  it  with 
the  fortunes  of  Crocker's  Brigade,  as  three  of  the  companies 
were  recruited  in  this  vicinity,  and  when  the  Brigade 
society  was  organized  in  1881  Washington  was  the  first 
place  to  entertain  the  organization.  The  companies  which 
left  Washington  for  the  camp  at  Davenport  in  the  year  1861 
were  as  follows:  Company  F,  Eleventh  Iowa  Volunteer  In- 
fantry, commanded  by  Capt.  I.  G.  Moore;  Company  I,  Thir- 
teenth Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry,  commanded  by  Capt.  John 
Elrod;  Company  K,  Thirteenth  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry, 
commanded  by  Capt.  S.  E.  Woodford. 

As  the  years  following  the  war  passed  the  veterans 
felt  more  and  more  a  desire  to  revive  the  old  organization 
in  order  that  the  old  associations  might  be  maintained  to 
some  degree.  The  soldiers  of  the  various  regiments  and 
brigades  were  beginning  to  form  smaller  organizations 
within  the  main  body  of  the  Grand  Army,  and  on  the  occas- 
ions of  general  reunions  the  matter  was  talked,  while  much 
correspondence  was  carried  on,  resulting  finally  in  a  meet- 
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ing  at  Muscatine  on  June  9,  1881,  at  which  an  association 
was  formed  for  the  purpose  of  holding  biennial  reunions.  At 
this  meeting  Col.  H.  H.  Rood  of  Mt.  Vernon,  was  chairman, 
and  Buren  R.  Sherman  was  made  temporary  president,  and 
it  was  decided  to  hold  the  lirst  reunion  at  Washington. 

The  first  reunion  was  rather  a  small  affair  compared 
with  those  which  have  been  held  in  later  years,  only  107 
being  in  attendance,  as  there  had  not  been  time  to  work  up 
the  idea  or  to  reach  all  of  the  members,  who  by  that  time 
had  become  scattered  oyer  the  country.  This  first  reunion 
was  held  in  September  28  and  29,  1881,  the  second  and  third 
days  of  the  general  reunion  of  the  Washington  County  Vet- 
erans' association,  which  was  in  session  three  days,  the  Bri- 
gade reunion  being  a  secondary  one  in  point  of  numbers, 
though  to  the  followers  of  Crocker  not  a  whit  less  interest- 
ing, as  it  was  the  beginning  of  one  of  the  best  soldiers'  or- 
ganizations in  the  state. 

At  this  first  reunion  General  W.  W.  Belknap  was  chosen 
as  president  and  was  retained  in  that  position  until  his 
death  in  1890,  when  Col.  H.  H.  Rood  was  chosen,  and  re- 
tained up  to  this  time.  At  present  Charles  W.  Kepler  oJ' 
Mt.  Vernon,  Iowa,  is  recording  secretary,  D.  W.  Bushnell 
ot  Council  Bluffs,  is  corresponding  secretary,  and  Peter 
Kiene,  Jr.,  of  Dubuque,  is  treasurer.  These  have  served  for 
several  years,  the  association  honoring  them  for  their  ef- 
ficient service  by  re-election  year  by  year.  D.  J.  Eichelber- 
ger  of  this  city,  is  the  local  secretary  for  this  reunion,  and 
looked  after  the  mailing  of  invitations  and  other  local  ar- 
rangements. 


The  old  soldiers  are  with  us.  No  set  of  men  in  these 
United  States  should  attract  homage  in  the  same  propor- 
tion as  the  preservers  of  the  union.  They  are  honored 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land.  It  is  right 
and  fit  and  proper  that  they  are.  Washington  is  pleased  to 
entertain  them  during  the  two  days  of  reunion.  Our  people 
are  throwing  their  homes  open  to  them,  and  it  is  correct 
that  they  are,  for  the  old  veterans  are  rapidly  passing  from 
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the  scene  of  action.  We  cannot  help  but  call  to  mind  how 
fast  they  are  going.  Ten  years  makes  a  vast  difference. 
And  when  another  decade  rolls  around  there  will  be  but  few 
of  the  "boys  in  blue"  left  to  repeat  the  tales  of  the  civil  war. 
Be  kind  to  them,  for  you  owe  more  to  each  and  every  one 
of  them  a  far  larger  debt  of  gratitude  than  you  will  ever  be 
able  to  repay.  Make  their  stay  in  Washington  as  pleasant 
as  possible,  and  we  know  Washington  people  will  do  this,  if 
not  they  would  not  deserve  the  name  of  being  residents  of 
our  town.  We  welcome  you,  members  of  Crocker's  Iowa 
brigade  to  Washington,  and  after  your  reunion  is  over,  may 
(iod  speed  you. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  15th  BIENNIAL  RE- 
UNION OF  CROCKER'S  IOWA  BRIGADE, 


Report    of    Business    Meeting — Proceedings    of    the    First 

Day's  Business  Meeting  Held  at  Washington,  Iowa, 

September  14,  1910,  at    the    Commercial 

Club    at    lOr.SO    a.    m. 

Meeting  called  to  order  by  Colonel  H.  H.  Rood,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Crocker  Brigade,  who  said : 

"Comrades  of  the  Third  Brigade,  of  the  Fourth  Divis- 
ion of  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps  of  the  Army  of  Tenne- 
ssee, that  unbeaten  army  which  never  left  a  held  in  defeat, 
whose  feet  pressed  the  soils  of  every  state  in  the  South 
save  three. 

I  congratulate  you  this  morning  that  twenty-nine 
years  after  your  first  reunion  you  are  assembled  in  this 
your  first  city  of  assemblage,  for  your  Fifteenth  Biennial 
Meeting. 

The  first  thought  of  all  of  us  I  believe  this  morning,  in 
view  of  advancing  years  and  whitening,  heads,  is  one  of 
thankfulness  to  that  Providence  which  has  spared  so  many 

of  us. 

. 

■I  congratulate  you  that  the  spirit  of  these  passing 
years,  and  especially  that  that  spirit  of  comradeship  is  still 
burning  bright  in  every  heart  and  brings  you  together  to 
this  our  Fifteenth  Biennial  Meeting  with  glad  and  expect- 
ant hearts. 

We  are  about  to  embark  on  our  Fifteenth  Biennial 
Meeting  and  I  rejoice  as  I  look  into  your  faces  that  that 
spirit  of  comradeship  is  still  aflame,  as  it  has  been  in  wary 
other  day  of  your  career.     (Applause.) 

The  first  business  in  order  is  the  report  of  the  record- 
ing secretary  of  this  brigade,  Capt.  Chas.  W.  Kepler. 
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Report  of  Recording  Secretary. 

Dr 

To  cash  received  from  Oskaloosa  meeting $369.00 

Cr 

By  amt.  due  him  at  opening  of  Oskaloosa  Meeting.  .      32.00 

By  expenses    of    Corresponding    Secretary    D.    W. 

Bushnell    56  05 

By  expenses  of  H.  II.  Rood .  .      18.50 

Bal.  on  publishing  proceedings    at    Muscatine    and 

Waterloo    101.00 

Publishing  proceedings  at  Clinton    and    Oskaloosa 

meetings    254.80 

Vida  Laughrey,  short  hand  and  transcript  at  Oska- 
loosa meeting    27.60 

Small  bills  paid.  Vouchers  81.53 

571.48 
Deduct   Receipts    369.00 

Due  Recording  Secretary   202.48 

President  Rood: 

You  have  heard  the  report,  Comrades. 

Voice: 

I  move  that  the  report  be  accepted. 

Captain  Kepler: 

I  forgot  to  say  that  I  have  vouchers  in  my  pocket  for 
every  dollar  that  has  been  expended;  and  that  anyone  is  at 
liberty,  in  fact,  I  would  like  very  much,  if  someone  would 
look  over  these  reports  to  see  whether  or  not  I  have  ac- 
counted for  the  money  properly.  I  have  brought  in  here 
vouchers  for  all  the  money  expended.  The  system  we  have 
adopted  is  that  we  check  on  one  another.  The  recording 
secretary  takes  all  the  books  home  with  him  and  checks  me 
up.  When  I  pay  out  any  money  I  produce  vouchers. 
(Applause). 

President  Rood: 

The  motions  are  in  order  now. 
Voice : 

I  move  that  the  report  be  accepted. 
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Voice  : 

I  second  the  motion. 

President  Rood: 

It  is  moved  and  seconded  that  the  report  of  the  record- 
ing secretary  be  accepted  and  placed  on  file.  So  many  of 
you  as  are  in  favor  of  that  motion  say  "I".  4T\  It  is  un- 
animous, Mr.  Recording  Secretary. 

President  Rood: 

I  wish  to  announce  before  calling  for  the  next  report 
that  the  committee  is  now  ready  to  assign  any  comrade  who 
has  not  yet  been  assigned.  I  find  them  very  efficient  and 
they  will  see  to  your  every  need.  After  we  have  adjourned 
here  any  comrade  can  go  to  them,  who  has  not  been  assign- 
ed, and  be  assigned  to  his  room  and  given  place  to  take  his 
meals. 

President  Rood: 

Next  in  order  is  the  report  of  the  corresponding  secre- 
tary, Comrade  Bushnell.   (Applause). 

Report  of  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Notices  of  15th  Biennial  Reunion  sent    to    survivors 

total    1436 

Of  these  there  were  returned  for  various  reasons  ....    Ill 

There  were  notices  sent  newspapers   101 

Honorary  members   30 

Invited  guests  30 

Total  notices  sent  out    1597 

Total  deaths  reported  from  June  1908  to  October  1, 
1910,  were: 

11th  Iowa  Infantry   38 

13th  Iowa  Infantry   G3 

15th  Iowa  Infantry   90 

16th  Iowa  Infantry 3G 

Total  reported  deaths   229 

There  were  in  ten  state  and  national  Soldier*  Homes  a 
total  of  102  as  follows: 
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Of  the  11th  Iowa  Infantry 26 

Of  the  13th  Iowa  Infantry 32 

Of  the  15th  Iowa  Infantry 20 

Of  the  16th  Iowa  Infantry 24 

Total    102 

The  expenses  of  his  office  were $53.40 

President  Rood: 

What  will  you  do  with  the  report  of  the  corresponding 

secretary  ? 

Voice  : 

I  move  that  it  be  accepted. 

Voice : 

I  second  the  motion. 

President  Rood: 

It  has  been  moved  and  seconded  that  this  report  be 
accepted  and  put  on  file.  So  many  of  you  as  are  in  favor  of 
this,  will  make  it  manifest  by  saying  "I",     "F\ 

President  Rood: 

The  report  is  unanimously  accepted. 


Reading  of  Correspondence. 

Reading- of  letters  by  Corresponding  Secretary.  (Ap- 
plause.) 

President  Rood: 

I  received  a  telegram  from  Col.  Chas.  A.  Clark  who  was 
our  Orator  two  years  ago,  just  as  we  were  starting  for  this 
meeting.  The  Secretary  has  not  had  time  to  read  it  over, 
but  he  will  read  it.    He  ranks  among  our  very  best  friends. 

Washington,  Iowa,  September  14,  1910. 
Colonel  H.  H.  Rood,  Commander  Crocker's  Brigade: — 

Greetings  to  the  old  heroes  of  Crocker's  Brigade  and 
regrets  that  I  am  unable  to  attend  this  reunion.  Invincible 
in  war  they  have  performed  every  duty  of  good  citizenship 
through  the  forty-five  years  of  prosperity  and  peace  which 
they  helped  to  conquer.    The  monumental  deeds  of  valor  are 
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crowned  with  imperishable  glory.  Individual  records  may 
fade  but  the  record  of  Crocker's  Brigade  will  endure  solong 
as  succeeding  generations  of  American  free  men  gratefully 
cherish  the  memory  of  the  Heroes  of  American  History. 

Chas.  A.  Clark. 

Appointment  of  Committees. 

President  Rood: 

Before  announcing  the  committees  1  wish  to  make 
some  other  announcements  and  correct  one  or  two  errors 
which  will  invariably  creep  in.  You  will  notice  on  the  gen- 
eral programme  that  the  meeting  for  this  afternoon,  for  the 
regimental  meetings,  is  marked  at  8  o'clock  p.  m.  How 
that  happened  1  cannot  tell.  The  correct  hour  is  2  o'clock 
p.  m.  The  brigade  will  form  in  the  same  place  that  we  did 
this  morning  and  the  guides  will  be  ready  to  conduci  you 
to  your  respective  rooms,  which  will  be  as  follows: 

11th   Iowa — Commercial  Club  Rooms. 

13th  Iowa— Phoenix  Hall. 

15th  Iowa — Smouse's  Hall. 

16th  Iowa— G.  A.  R.  Hall. 

Comrades  will  be  there  to  direct  you  to  each  of  these 
points. 

The  reception  and  entertainment  of  the  Ladies  of  the 
brigade  and  the  members  of  the  brigade,  assisted  by  the 
Women's  Relief  Corps  of  this  City,  will  be  held  in  the  Bap- 
tist Church  at  1:45  o'clock  p.  m.  All  will  form  at  the  same 
place  as  this  morning  and  march  to  the  Baptist  church. 
The  ladies  of  the  brigade  have  something  new  to  offer  you 
and  I  hope  that  every  comrade  will  be  present  ami  I  will 
make  further  announcements  regarding  this  tomorrow. 

I  wish  to  say  something  to  the  ladies.  They  will  please 
assemble  when  the  regimental  forces  do  this  afternoon.  At 
that  meeting  I  will  make  a  few  remarks  of  explanation  For 
its  reason  and  purpose,  but  I  hope  that  every  lady  who  is 
present  will  assemble  this  afternoon  to  go  to  that  prelimin- 
ary meeting;  in  partial  explanation  of  this  I  will  say  that 
for  several  years  the  thought  has  been  impressed  upon  my 
mind  that  the  ladies  of  this  brigade,  who  honored  it  by  their 
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presence,  needed  some  kind  of  an  organization.  At  Clinton 
we  felt  the  need  of  it,  I  thought,  very  greatly.  We  felt  the 
need  of  it  at  Oskaloosa  and  when  we  began  preparations  for 
this  reunion,  that  matter  had  so  taken  possession  of  my 
mind  that  1  took  it  upon  myself  to  write  to  Mrs.  Ida  Mare 
Warfield,  the  daughter  of  Col.  Abraham  M.  Hare,  11th 
Regiment  Iowa  Infantry,  and  asked  her  if  she  could  not 
take  care  of  that  movement.  It  was  my  own  thought  and  I 
am  to  be  held  entirely  responsible  for  everything  connected 
with  it. 

I  am  asking  the  ladies  of  the  brigade  to  go  over  to  the 
church  and  tomorrow  afternoon  there  will  be  a  reception  to 
which  I  hope  every  member  of  the  brigade  will  be  present. 

Before  announcing  the  committees  I  will  also  say  that 
we  form  at  the  same  place  we  did  this  morning  to  ^o  to  the 
Camp  Fire,  which  takes  place  at  the  Opera  House,  just 
across  the  street,  at  7:30  this  evening.  I  need  not  say  that 
I  expect  every  member  of  the  brigade  to  be  present,  you 
have  all  been  so  good  and  faithful  in  your  attendance,  that 
would  seem  unnecessary.  I  believe  that  we  will  have  an  in- 
teresting programme.  For  tomorrow  night  there  will  be 
quite  a  departure,  in  part,  as  of  old,  we  will  have  addresses 
from  your  own  comrades,  and  in  part  by  some  distinguished 
citizens  of  this  city. 

Before  announcing  the  committees  I  will  ask  if  any 
comrades  have  anything  to  suggest,  or  anything  to  say  in 
behalf  of  this  organization. 

Mr.  President:  We  all  probably  remember  that  when 
Crocker's  Brigade  was  formed  in  this  town  in  1881,  that 
our  meetings  were  to  be  held  biennially,  and  with  one  ex- 
ception that  has  been  the  case;  but  at  the  time  of  the  Chi- 
cago Exposition,  our  meeting  went  over  three  years.  Now- 
next  fall  is  our  semi-centennial.  It  has  been  fifty  years.  I 
make  a  motion  that  our  next  meeting  be  held  in  1011  in- 
stead of  1912. 

Voice : 

I  second  that  motion. 

President  Rood : 
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It  is  moved  by  Comrade  W.  H.  Orton  and  seconded  that 
because  1911  will  be  fifty  years  from  the  enlistment  of  the 
great  bulk  of  the  members  of  this  brigade,  that  in  honor 
of  that  event,  that  half  century,  that  we  hold  our  16th  re- 
union in  September,  1911. 

I  will  be  glad  to  hear  from  Comrades  upon  that  sub- 
ject. You  understand  the  question  clearly,  comrades;  the 
motion  is  that  we  hold  our  16th  biennial  reunion  in  the 
month  of  September,  1911,  commemorating  our  enlistment 
fifty  years  ago. 

So  many  as  are  in  favor  of  that  motion  say  "I".  "I". 
Opposed  "No".     "No". 

President  Rood: 

The  motion  is  carried  almost  unanimously.  (Applause). 

President  Rood: 

Has  any  other  comrade  any  announcements? 

Comrade  Moeller  of  the  15th: 

There  are  quite  a  number  in  this  brigade  who  served 
in  the  1st  Iowa,  and  next  year,  the  10th  of  August,  it  will 
be  fifty  years  since  that,  and  I  would  like  to  see  if  there 
would  not  be  enough  in  this  brigade  to  call  a  meeting  or  a 
reunion  next  year  on  the  10th  of  August,  in  memory  of  the 
battle  of  Wilson  Creek. 

President  Rood: 

You  mean  of  those  who  served  in  the  first  Iowa  In- 
fantry? 

Comrade : 

The  meeting  of  the  First  Iowa  will  be  at  Keokuk. 

President  Rood: 

That  would  seem  to  answer  pretty  well  the  comrade's 
suggestion.  All  the  comrades  of  the  first  Iowa  will  undoubt- 
edly endeavor  to  be  present. 

President  Rood: 

Are  there  any  other  suggestions?  1  will  look  over  my 
notes  and  see  if  I  have  ommitted  an)  thing. 

President  Rood: 


CROCKER'S   IOWA  BRIGADE  25 

1  want  to  say  a  word  upon  the  matter  of  registry.  There 
will  be  ample  time  after  dinner  for  all  those  who  have  not 
registered  to  go  to  headquarters  tent  and  register.  I  hope 
no  comrade  will  leave  this  city  without  first  having  his 
name  registered. 

President  Rood: 

The  President  will  announce  the  following  Committees, 
and  he  will  preface  it  by  saying  that  he  never  felt  more  em- 
barrassment than  on  this  occasion,  there  are  so  many  men 
that  lie  would  like  to  recognize.  He  has  endeavored  to 
make  a  full  and  harmonious  list. 

Committee  on  time  and  place  of  next  reunion. 
Chairman,  John  Hays,  16th. 
Samuel  Steffy,  1  Lth. 
John  R.  McClaskey,  13th. 
W.  P.  Muir,  15th. 

Committee  on  Orator 

Chairman,  Judge  W.  II.  Tedford,  11th. 
Wesley  H.  Orton,  13th. 
Colonel  Ben  Beach,  11th. 
Oscar  E.  Stewart,  15th. 

Committee  on  Thanks  and  Acknowledgments. 
Chairman,  C.  W.  Fracker,  16th. 
Captain  C.  E.  Putnam,  13th. 
Captain  David  King,  15th. 
Captain  Conne  Lemon,  11th. 

Committee  on  Nomination  of  Officers. 
Chairman,  Major  L.  S.  Tyler,  15th. 
John  Lett,  11th. 
H.  C.  Anderson,  13th. 
W.  L.  Kissick,  16th. 

President  Rood: 

Now  I  want  the  members  of  these  committees  to  get 
together  right  after  this  meeting.  I  will  earnesly  ask  that 
all  the  members  of  these  committees  will  come  forward 
after  we  adjourn  and  will  agree  upon  a  time  and  place  of 
their  meeting  and  especially  the  committee  on  time    and 
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place,  will  so  announce  so  that  they  may  have  those  come 
before  them  who  want  to  suggest  the  next  place  of  meeting. 

President  Rood : 

Just  a  moment  comrades.  The  President  or  Secretary 
or  both,  of  each  regiment  is  requested  to  come  forward 
and  take  these  returned  letters,  so  that  you  may  have  them 
in  your  regimental  meetings.  Please  find  the  reason  of 
their  return.  If  it  is  because  of  an  error  in  the  Post  Office 
address  let  that  be  corrected.  If  it  is  because  he  has  passed 
from  earth,  let  that  be  noted. 

That  seems  to  close  the  committees. 

One  further  suggestion;  the  bearers  of  the  Hags  and  of 
these  guidons,  which  Comrade  Tyler  has  presented  to  the 
brigade,  at  his  own  expense,  will  please  return  them  to  the 
hotel  so  that  you  will  have  them  at  your  next  meeting. 

The  hags  came  from  Oskaloosa  and  the  guidons  came 
from  Comrade  Tyler  and  we  will  take  them  with  us  always 
and  cherish  them. 

if  there  is  no  other  business  suggests  itself  to  a  mem- 
ber of  the  briga.de,  you  stand  adjourned. 

Adjourned. 
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CAMP  FIRE  MEETING 


first  Evening 

Assembly. 

Bugle. 

Raising  of  the  Flag. 

Mrs.  Cheek  sang  a  salute  to  the  Flag.     (Applause). 

President  Rood : 

This  is  the  Fifteenth  Biennial  Reunion  of  the  Crocker's 
Iowa  Brigade.  It  is  our  revered  custom  to  begin  all  these 
public  programmes  with  prayer. 

Rev.  W.  R.  Sawhill  of  this  city  will  deliver  the  invoca- 
tion.   The  audience  will  please  rise. 

Prayer:  "Our  God  and  Our  Father,  Thou  art  the 
King  of  Kings  and  Lord  of  Lords;  Thou  art  the  God  of 
Nations,  and  thine  own  Son,  our  Saviour  and  our  Lord,  is 
the  nation's  Lord  and  the  nation's  King.  In  thee  we  live 
and  move  and  have  our  being.  All  our  blessings  are  from 
thee  and  nothing  that  we  call  good  has  ever  come  out  of 
the  lives  of  any  of  us,  but  we  must  go  back  to  Thee  as  the 
source,  and  give  Thy  name  the  praise  and  the  glory.  And, 
Oh  God,  we  cannot  but  think  of  thy  goodness  to  us  as  a 
Nation.  It  is  from  thee.  Thy  hand  hath  made  us  and  not 
we  ourselves;  and  thy  hand  hath  kept  us  during  all  these 
years.  In  the  days  of  shock  and  stress,  struggle  and  storm, 
it  was  of  thy  mercies  that  we  were  not  conscious.  Help  us, 
Oh  God,  humbly  to  recognize  that  it  was  the  God  of  battles 
who  gave  to  us  the  victory  and  with  gratitude  render  unto 
Thee  the  praise  and  thanks  of  our  hearts.  Let  thy  blessing, 
we  pray  thee,  be  upon  this  Company  tonight,  and  especially 
upon  those  in  whose  honor  we  have  come  together.  We 
thank  thee  for  their  presence.  Thou  hast  brought  them 
here  in  safety.  Keep  them  we  pray,  while  they  are  here 
and  as  they  shall  return  to  their  homes;  and  may  the  life 
and  health  of  every  one  and  especially,  their  spiritual  life 
and  health  be  precious  in  thy  sight.     Bless  their  comrade- 
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ship  together  and  make  it  to  be  not  only  a  time  of  comfort 
and  of  cheer  for  them,  but  a  truth  that  may  teach  us  all 
the  lessons  of  loyalty  and  of  one  duty  to  his  nation  and  to 
his  God. 

Bless  we  pray  Thee,  the  other  speakers  of  the  evening 
and  of  tomorrow.  Help  those  who  take  special  part  in  lead- 
ing us  in  our  thought.  Guide  those  who  have  the  direction 
of  this  gathering  and  give  thorn  wisdom.  Lead  us  all  so 
that  the  life  of  every  one  shall  be  consecrated  to  Thy  self 
and  thy  name  shall  have  all  the  praise  and  the  glory, 
through  Jesus,  our  Lord,  Amen. 

President  Rood : 

It  has  been  the  fortune  of  the  presiding  officer  of  this 
brigade  to  introduce  on  numerous  occasions  the  sons  of  vet- 
erans; that  honor  has  come  to  the  presiding  officer  again 
tonight. 

The  gentleman  selected  by  the  citizens  of  Washington 
to  deliver  the  welcoming  address,  is  the  son  of  one  of  those 
West  Virginia  soldiers,  those  men  along  the  mountains  of 
West  Virginia  who  could  not  be  seduced  from  their  loyalty 
to  the  flag,  and  while  all  soldiers  everywhere  are  to  be  hon- 
ored, those  soldiers  along  the  mountain  ranges  of  West  Vir- 
ginia and  East  Tennessee  remained  loyal  to  the  (lag  and 
joined  those  forces  who  fought  to  save  it.  I  have  the  honor 
of  introducing  to  you,  the  Rev.  Ulysses  S.  Smith,  of  this 
city. 

Welcome  Address. 

Members  of  Crocker's  Iowa  Brigade,  Comrades  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  Sons  of  Veterans,  Ladies  and 
Gentlemen: 

I  count  it  a  distinguished  honor  that  is  conferred  upon 
me  at  this  hour,  in  that  J  have  the  privilege  of  extending 
to  you  a  cordial  welcome  to  our  little  city. 

It  seems  to  me  it  were  more  fitting  that  one  who  wore 
the  blue  in  those  strenuous  days  of  '61  to  '65,  should  have 
received  this  honor  and  extended  this  welcome  (o  you,  but 
while  I  was  not  a  soldier  myself,  1  count  it  that  I  was  close- 
ly related  to  a  soldier,  for  my  father  enlisted  in  August  of 
1861  in  Company  "D"  of  the  6th  West  Virginia  Infantry 
and  was  discharged  in  June,  1865.  He  was  a  soldier  about 
as  long  as  there  was  any  soldiering  to  be  done,  and  1  count 
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it  no  small  honor  that  I  am  the  son  of  a  veteran,  so  I  look 
upon  it  with  pride. 

There  are  two  reasons  why  I  am  proud  of  this  honor. 

First  I  am  proud  of  it  because  of  what  we  are  here  in 
Washington.  It  is  true  our  city  is  not  large.  We  boast  of 
but  about  5000  citizens,  but  we  believe  that  there  are  as 
many  happy  homes  to  the  square  inch  in  our  little  city,  as 
can  be  found  in  any  place  in  this  land.  We  are  proud  to 
claim  our  own. 

I  suppose  you  have  noted  that  we  are  busy  improving 
the  streets.  You  have  noted  that  our  waterworks  are  very 
complete  and  we  have  as  good  water  as  can  be  found  any- 
where.   And  we  invite  you  to  take  advantage  of  all  of  these. 

We  have  in  our  little  city  six  well  equipped,  thorough- 
ly furnished,  up-to-date  school  buildings.  We  have  enrolled 
tonight  in  our  high  school  239  pupils,  and  if  you  should 
stand  upon  the  corner  of  the  street  in  the  morning  and 
count  them  as  they  pass,  you  would  find  that  we  have  more 
than  9:)0  pupils  enrolled  in  our  city  schools. 

We  have  lawyers  equal  to  the  best  and  doctors  unsur- 
passed. We  have  men  who  follow  the  medical  profession 
that  are  equal  to  any  in  the  United  States.  Now  you  under- 
stand it  is  the  undertaker  who  follows  the  medical  profes- 
sion. 

We  have  the  St.  James  Church  with  its  Prothotary 
School  added  to  those  1  have  already  mentioned.  They  have 
the  priest  to  look'  after  the  spiritual  demands  of  their  people. 

We  have  the  Baptist  Church  that  does  not  go  all  the 
way  by  water. 

We  have  the  Episcopalian  Church  but  unfortunately 
they  are  without  a  rector. 

We  have  practically  all  shades  of  Presbyterianism  but 
none  of  them  are  shady;  and  last,  but  I  hope  not  the  least, 
a  lone  Methodist  preacher  to  hold  his  own  among  all  these 
calvinists. 

And  I  think  as  I  call  your  attention  to  some  of  these 
things  that  pertain  to  the  intellectual  and  spiritual  training 
of  our  people  that  it  may  account  for  some  of  the  other 
things  I  am  about  to  say. 

Since  1881  Washington  has  had  no  saloons  (applause), 
not  a  drug  store  carries  a  permit.  I  am  sorry  but  vou  will 
have  a  dry  time  in  Washington.  You  will  pardon  me,  I  did 
not  mean  that  as  any  reflection  for  you  look  as  though  you 
believed  as  we  who  have  long  since  learned,  that  the  high- 
est type  of  citizen  believes  in  total  abstinence.  (Applause). 
Our  jail  is  empty  almost  all  the  time.    The  criminal  dockets 
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of  our  court  are  usually  blanks.  The  high  standard  of  cit- 
izenship of  Washington  is  known  throughout  the  common- 
wealth. So  I  say,  I  am  proud  to  invite  you  to  Washington, 
because  of  what  we  are.  Even  the  fisticuff  is  unknown  in 
Washington  except  among  the  Irish.  Now  if  you  question 
my  license,  or  authority  for  saying  that  about  the  Irish,  I 
refer  you  to  my  maternal  grandmother  who  used  to  peal 
"praties"  with  her  thumb  nail  on  the  old  sod  long  before 
she  ever  breathed  the  pure  air  of  America.  And  now  that 
is  no  reflection  upon  the  Irish  I  want  you  to  understand. 

Patrick  was  met  one  morning  by  his  friend  as  he  walk- 
ed down  the  street,  with  forlorn  look  and  dejected  spirit, 
and  the  friend  observed  that  there  was  a  ripple  upon  the 
domestic  tranquilities  of  Patrick's  household.  The  friend 
said  Id  Patrick,  "Don't  you  believe  in  divorce?"  Patrick 
straightened  himself  up  and  leaned  back  upon  his  Irish  dig- 
nity and  with  lire  in  his  eye  said,  "No,  begory,  I  believe  in 
a  light  to  the  finish."  I  think  that  is  characteristic  of  the 
Irish  people,  for  was  it  not  Mulligan's  Brigade  who  left  two- 
thirds  of  their  number  within  forty-eight  yards  of  the  im- 
pregnable stone  wall  on  the  battle  field  of  Gettysburg;  so  1 
am  not  rellecting  upon  the  Irish  when  I  say  that  they  have 
a  pugnacious  disposition  and  exercise  their  rights  of  self 
protection 

Now,  in  the  second  place  I  am  proud  of  this  disting- 
uished honor  of  welcoming  you  to  our  city  because  of  what 
you  are. 

I  understand  that  you  are  what  remained  of  Crocker's 
Iowa  Brigade,  that  proud  and  renowned  Brigade  that  has 
done  itself  honor  and  covered  itself  with  glory. 

I  understand  that  you  enlisted  early  in  the  war,  per- 
haps in  1861  and  that  you  stayed  in  the  service  until  the 
task  was  done.  You  went  out  as  young  men.  You  saw  the 
storm  cloud  as  it  gathered;  you  saw  it  deepen  and  widen 
and  heighten;  you  heard  in  the  distance  the  rolls  of  thunder 
that  increased  and  intensified  until  there  was  no  peace  any- 
where; you  saw  the  vivid  lightnings  of  secession  flash 
across  the  clouded  canopy ;  you  saw  the  winds  as  they  gath- 
ered and  swept  with  the  beesom  of  destruction  from  shore 
to  shore,  and  when  the  bugle  call  was  sounded  and  the  roll 
of  the  recruiting  officers  drum  was  heard,  you  were  on  hand 
and  placing  your  lives  upon  your  country's  altar,  true  to 
the  spirit  of  your  loyalty,  laid  down  your  lives  for  us,  for 
home  and  for  your  native  land. 

You  began  your  war  record,  as  I  understand  your  his- 
tory, at  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  where  more  than  13,000  Union 
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soldiers  lost  their  lives.  You  continued  through  the  strug- 
gles of  a  hundred  battles  to  the  very  end  of  the  conflict.  You 
were  on  Sherman's  march  to  the  sea ;  you  heard  the  Rebel 
boys  say;  "That  Sherman's  Dashing  Yankee  Boys  should 
never  reach  the  coast;"  but  you  remember  how  you  march- 
ed across  (lie  fields  until  the  laping  waves  of  the  Atlantic 
were  seen  to  break  into  foam  upon  the  rugged  rock  along 
the  shore. 

You  were  in  the  Grand  Review  at  Washington,  and 
I  think  you  were  certainly  stirred  with  emotion  as  you 
marched  down  Pennsylvania  Avenue,  when  all  that  great 
throng  stood  to  look  upon  your  hosts  who  had  fought  to 
save  our  flag  and  our  country.  You  fought  bravely  and  I 
sometimes  think  that  even  you,  do  not  realize  what  you  did 
for  us  and  for  yourselves;  for  since  that  war  the  stars  and 
stripes  mean  more  to  the  world  than  they  have  ever  meant 
in  all  the  history  of  our  country.  They  mean  more  to  the 
rising  generation  than  they  could  possibly  have  meant  but 
for  your  devotion  and  sacrifices. 

On  the  fourth  day  of  last  July  I  returned  to  my  home 
after  a  journey  of  18,000  miles  in  foreign  countries.  Next 
my  heart  1  carried  this  (lag  on  the  whole  journey;  and 
while  I  was  in  the  country  of  the  Sultan  that  (lag  had  much 
to  do  with  my  safety  and  protection.  For  everywhere  the 
Stars  and  Stripes  (Applause)  are  reverenced  and  respected. 
When  it  is  known  that  you  are  a  citizen  of  the  country  of 
which  it  is  the  symbol,  you  need  not  be  afraid  to  travel  for 
you  are  safe  in  any  quarter  of  the  globe.  Not  even  to  this 
day  do  vou,  or  any  of  us,  realize  the  achievements  of  the 
Civil  War. 

When  you  passed  through  the  Grand  Review,  you  were 
then  members  of  an  army  three  million  strong.  Today  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  is  less  than  half  of  what  it  was 
twenty  years  ago.  Ten  years  hence,  save  the  few  that 
shall  remain  to  tell  us  the  story  of  the  conflict  of  '61  and  '65, 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  will  be  a  memory  only. 

I  shall  be  glad  I  assure  you,  to  greet  you  as  my  Broth- 
ers through  the  years  that  you  shall  tarry  with  us.  I  trust 
that  one  and  all  of  you  shall  be  in  the  Final  Grand  Review 
and  shall  share  with  Him  the  glory  as  He  sits  down  in  His 
Father's  throne  to  rule  through  the  ceaseless  ages  of  eter- 
nity. 

So  in  the  name  of  the  school  children,  in  the  name  of 
the  several  churches,  in  the  name  of  all  the  professions  and 
all  our  citizens,  I  welcome  you,  thrice  welcome  you  are,  to 
our  little  city. 

Thank  you.       It  is  your  hour. 


32  CROCKER'S   IOWA   BRIGADE 

Reply  to  Welcome  Address  by  President  of  Brigade. 

H.  H.  Rood: 

My  Sisters  of  the  Relief  Corps  of  Washington,  The 
Ladies  of  Washington,  Visiting  Comrades  of  whatever  com- 
mand, Citizens  of  Washington  and  My  Comrades  of  the  Bri- 
gade. 

We  come  to  you  Sir,  for  our  Fifteenth  Biennial  Reurti- 
ion.  Twenty-nine  years  ago  this  Brigade  assembled  for  its 
first  reunion  in  this  city,  welcomed  by  the  citizens  of  that 
day.  We  brought  with  us  on  that  occasion,  107  members. 
The  spirit,  the  reunion  spirit,  had  not  fully  touched  the 
hearts  of  the  members  of  this  Brigade.  For  twenty-nine 
years  we  have  been  holding  these  brigade  reunions,  far  to 
the  east  and  west,  north  and  south.  We  have  been  greeted 
as  we  are  greeted  tonight  in  Washington ;  and  we  come 
back  to  Washington  for  this  our  fifteenth  Biennial  Reunion 
glad  of  heart  and  conscious  when  we  came  that  we  would 
receive  the  same  loyal  welcome  here  on  this  occasion  that 
we  received  twenty-nine  years  ago.  Some  of  our  dear  com- 
rades are  not  with  us  tonight.  That  comrade,  J.  0.  Miles 
of  the  11th,  has  long  since  passed  to  his  reward.  He  deliv- 
ered the  welcome  address  on  that  occasion.  W.  W.  Belknap 
and  Colonel  Shane  and  a  host  of  others  have  gone  from  us, 
but  tonight,  Sir,  such  is  the  spirit  of  this  Brigade,  that  we 
bring  back  to  you,  forty-nine  years  after  their  enlistment, 
more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  members  of  this  Brigade. 
(Applause).  There  is  not,  let  me  say  to  you,  who  are  on 
the  youthful  side  of  thirty-five,  there  is  no  such  organiza- 
tion which  compares  with  this  brigade  in  the  East  or  West, 
North  or  South.  No  other  organization  can  show  such  a 
record.  It  speaks  my  comrades,  and  it  speaks  my  friends, 
of  a  spirit  born  of  four  years'  suffering  together  and  which 
exists  nowhere  else  except  in  the  hearts  of  comrades.  (Ap- 
plause). Our  numbers  have  been  growing  less,  if  we  look 
at  the  aggregation  upon  the  roster,  but  such  is  the  spirit 
that  those  who  are  spared  are  still  with  us. 

We  are  glad,  Sir,  to  come  back  to  Washington.  And 
we  know  something  of  the  history  of  this  County.  It  has 
seemed  to  me,  even  before  I  knew  that  we  were  to  come 
here,  it  has  seemed  to  me  that  the  county  of  Washington 
partook  somewhat  of  the  spirit  of  that  great  man  for  whom 
it  was  named.  And  the  history  of  Washington  men  in  the 
service  for  their  country  was' unparalleled;  it  is  well  known 
sir,  to  many  of  the  Comrades  of  this  Brigade.  Yes,  you 
partook  something  of  the  great  name  for  which  you  were 


CROCKER'S   IOWA   BRIGADE  33 

named.    In  addition  to  the  splendid  welcome  you  have  given 
.         us  on  every  hand,  you  have  given  us  also  a  splendid  welcome 
here  tonight. 

ltr  }las  l?n.g  sjnce  been  the  habit  of  the  presiding  offi- 
cers of  tins  Brigade  to  say  something  of  a  special  character 
representative  of  their  own  thoughts  and  their  own  feel- 
ings, and  the  thought  to  which  I  call  your  attention  this 
evening  is  the  Standards  of  Patriotism.  The  greatness  of 
this  country,  the  passing  to  and  fro  in  all  sections  of  thous- 
ands of  trains  of  cars,  the  immense  business  that  is  carried 
on  East  and  West,  and  North  and  South,  the  great  evidence 
of  business  of  every  character,  these  among  other  things, 
seem  to  some,  because  men  were  so  engaged  in  this  busi- 
ness, that  they  were  forgetting  some  of  the  standards  of 
patriotism.  Some  of  the  standards  which  we  have  had.  It 
seems  to  us  a  lowering  of  these  standards.  Running  down 
and  down,  and  it  would  seem  that  as  if  you  did  not  know 
the  difference  between  the  blue  and  the  grey.  My  country- 
men, and  especially  my  youthful  countrymen,  it  is  import- 
ant that  these  standards  of  patriotism  should  be  maintain- 
ed. There  is  no  such  thing  as  that  the  last  great  conflict  on 
this  soil  of  ours  was  merely  a  constitutional  question.  No, 
it  was  not  a  constitutional  question  ;  it  was  deeper  than 
that,  it  was  higher  than  that.  My  comrades  it  was  not 
such  a  standard  of  patriotism  which  called  you  forth  into 
the  service  of  your  country.  You  did  not  intend  that  any 
other  flag  should  float  over  the  tomb  of  Washington  except 
the  (lag  under  which  he  served.     (Applause). 

I  expect -to  see,  and  that  very  soon,  when  the  people  of 
this  land  of  ours,  and  when  they  will  believe  that  human 
justice  is  the  necessary  and  proper  thing  for  human  govern- 
ment. Let  me  assure  you,  sir,  that  whatever  may  take 
place  in  the  world  outside,  whatever  may  be  the  feeling  of 
others,  that  this  Brigade  and  the  Sons  of  this  Brigade  will 
ever  be  loyal  to  their  flag. 


President  Rood: 

Now  we  will  have  some  music  by  the  Washington  Glee 

Club. 

Song.      In  Liberty's  Name.     (Applause.) 
Encore.     In  Liberty's  Name.     (Great  applause.) 

President  Rood: 

That  was  a  fine  one,  was  it  not  boys  ? 

The  address  of    Major    Kepler    was  a  strong,     virile 


34  CROCKER'S   IOWA   BRIGADE 

speech  on  the  duty  of  preserving  and  presenting  the  causes 
of  the  great  conflict  for  the  preservation  of  the  union. 
President  Rood : 

Sherman  had  occasion  to  know  what  the  Iowa  men 
were. 

President  Rood: 

To  the  Citizens  of  Washington  I  have  the  pleasure  of 
introducing  now,  one  whom  they  know  by  reputation,  but 
except  a  few  who  traveled  across  the  State,  have  never  met 
personally  or  heard.  A  great  many  cherished  persons 
have  come  to  this  Brigade  in  these  many  reunions,  people 
whom  they  have  loved  and  cherished,  but  I  think  I  might  say 
that  no  one  of  those  to  whom  they  have  become  attached  in 
these  reunions,  stands  dearer  in  their  affections  than  thai 
dear  little  woman,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Cheek.  I  am  going  to  present 
her  to  our  Washington  friends  and  she  will  sing  to  you  the 
Swiss  Echo  Song.  She  will  sing  something  else,  too,  if  you 
will  treat  her  nicely.     Now,  Mrs.  Cheek.     (Applause). 

Mrs.  Cheek  sings  Swiss  Echo  Song. 

Encore. 

President  Rood : 

I  promised  you  she  would  sing  you  another  song  if  you 
would  treat  her  nicely.    You  have  treated  her  nicely. 

President  Rood: 

I  was  afraid  at  the  beginning  that  it  would  be  hard  to 
keep  order  in  this  great  audience. 

I  want  to  take  it  all  back,  if  nothing  happens.  I  want 
to  thank  this  great  audience  for  the  beautiful  order  they 
have  maintained. 

President  Rood: 

Now  Mrs.  Cheek  will  respond  to  the  encore. 
Encore. 

President  Rood: 

I  am  going  to  make  a  slight  change  m  the  programme, 
because  I  find  that  the  young  boy  who  is  to  appear  tonight 
has  to  attend  school  tomorrow.  After  him  I  am  going  to 
ask  this  splendid  Glee  Club,  who  is  resting  over  here,     to 
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come  out.  I  am  afraid  they  will  get  tired  resting.  We  will 
wait  a  moment  until  those  that  feel  they  must  go,  retire. 
1  think  1  will  say  to  you  while  half  a  dozen  are  going  out, 
that  this  gavil  which  I  have  been  wielding  here  tonight,  was 
taken  from  the  desk  of  the  presiding  officer  of  the  senate 
of  the  Capitol  of  South  Carolina  on  the  17th  of  February, 
1865.  It  was  presented  to  General  Belknap  and  by  him 
turned  over  to  this  Brigade  to  use  at  its  reunion  meetings. 
I  thought  that  this  might  be  of  interest  to  this  great  audi- 
ence. 

We  have  with  us  tonight,  a  young  man,  the  grandson 
of  a  veteran  of  this  brigade  who  died  less  than  a  year  ago. 
It  has  always  been  our  hope  and  purpose  that  sons,  grand- 
sons and  daughters  would  come  out  to  these  grand  reunions 
and  through  the  advice  of  some  of  our  friends,  we  are  going 
to  present  to  you  the  grandson  of  one  of  our  comrades.  1 
take  pleasure  in  bringing  forward  and  introducing  to  you, 
Master  Karl  Ellis. 
Karl  Ellis: 

Speech.     (Applause.)  Ofi^OQ 

Encore  (Applause.)  JL*>0  /  n'  <lJ*J> 

President  Rood: 

These  reunions  are  going  to  go  on  you  say?  They  are 
not  going  to  stop?  Nov/  this  splendid  body  of  old  and  young 
fellows,  Col.  D.  J.  Palmer,  came  marching  in  trying  to  make 
us  think  he  wras  not  over  twenty-one.  He  is  all  right.  Now 
we  will  have  the  Washington  Glee  Club.     (Applause.) 

Song  by  Glee  Club.     (Applause.) 

Encore.     (Applause.) 

President  Rood: 

I  have  long  been  a  believer  in  a  National  Guard,  a 
strong  National  Guard  and  a  good  National  Guard.  It  did 
not  use  to  be  fashionable  in  Iowa  to  say  that,  but  I  am 
glad  it  has  become  fashionable  to  say  so  now.  The  next 
Gentleman  on  the  programme  is  the  Inspector  of  Small 
Arms  in  the  National  Guard  of  Iowa.  He  has  just  returned 
from  the  annual  shooting  match  and  brought  back  third 
place;  a  very  high  honor  for  his  State.    I  take  pleasure  in 
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introducing  to  you,  Colonel  S.    W.    Broolvhart,    Comrades, 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen!. 

Address  by  Colonel  S.  W.  Brookhart. 

Gentlemen  of  Crocker's  Iowa  Brigade  and  Fellow  Citizens,  I 
want  to  protest  one  part  of  my  introduction  here  tonight,  and  that 
is  the  title  Colonel.  I  am  ready  to  admit  to  you  very  frankly  that 
there  are  times  that  I  feel  proud  of  my  military  attainment.  There 
are  times  when  I  swell  up  very  big,  but  those  are  occasions  when  I 
am  out  with  common  folks  like  Brother  Smith  and  Brother  Sawhill. 
Upon  this  occasion  and  in  this  crowd,  i  wish  to  surrender  my  title 
and  military  prestige.  I  am  proud  to  appear  before  you  simply  as 
a  guest  of  Crocker's  Iowa  Brigade.  There  is  a  difference  in  military 
merits  as  you  know  them  and  as  I  find  them  now. 

Not  very  long  ago,  I  returned  from  a  Governor's  reception.  1 
brought  back  with  me,  of  course,  a  large  suit  ease  filled  with  a  big 
blue  uniform  and  covered  all  over  with  gold  straps  and  shoulder  knots 
and  giguletts  and  a  lot  of  things  of  that  kind.  My  little  boy  got,  into 
the  case  and  was  inspecting  the  outfit,  lie  said,  "Mamma,  Grandpa 
Brookhart  was  a  soldier  wasn't  he?"  She  said  "Yes."  "Didn't  he 
have  a  uniform  like  that?"  And  she  said  "No".  "Grandpa  Hearn 
was  a  soldier  too,  wasn't  he?"  "Did  he  have  a  uniform  like  that?" 
She  said  "No."  He  said  ".Mamma,  Grandpa  Brookhart  and  Grandpa 
Hearn,  did  the  lighting  didn't  they?" 

Not  long  ago  I  was  induced  to  make  an  address  on  an  occasion 
of  this  kind  in  a  neighboring'  city  and  I  was  being  entertained  by  an 
old  soldier.  The  old  grandmother  who  had  reached  the  age  where 
she  had  a  perfect  right  to  speak  her  opinion  was  at  the  table  and 
during  the  meal  asked  me  how  long  I  was  going  to  talk.  I  told  her 
the  committee  had  limited  me  to  thirty  minutes.  Then  she  looked 
me  all  over  and  said,  "Well  I  think  that  would  be  plenty  of  time  for 
you  to  tell  all  you  know  about  war."  Your  committee  here  tonight 
has  sized  up  the  situation  better  still.  They  have  limited  my  time  to 
twenty  minutes;  and  I  believe  if  you  will  be  patient,  I  will  save  about 
three  minutes  and  turn  that  over  as  the  best  part  of  the  speech. 

What  do  you  think  that  committee  told  me  to  talk  about?  They 
told  me  that  they  preferred  that  I  should  talk  about  the  history  of 
Crocker's  Iowa  Brigade.  Think  of  that.  A  cult  who  never  got  near- 
er to  war  than  Jacksonville,  Florida.  1  hope  oine  day  that  conftttllt- 
tee  gets  in  the  same  fix  I  am  in  now.  But  I  am  here  and  vithin  tw«'n 
ty  minutes  I  am  going  to  do  the  best  1  can. 

This  Brigade  took  its  name  from  Marcellus  M.  Crocker.  Crocker 
was  a  cadet  in  the, West  Point  Military  Academy  for  two  years.  In 
1817  his  father  died  leaving  his  mother  and  a  large  family  of  small 
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children,  practically  without  support.  Crocker  resigned  from  the 
Academy  arid  came  home  to  help  earn  a  living  for  his  mother  and  the 
.smaller  children.  They  lived  near  the  little  town  of  Lancaster  in 
Keokuk  County.  There  as  a  boy  he  struggled  as  hard  as  any  boy 
ever  struggled  for  a  living,  a  bare  living  for  that  mother  and  family 
(if  little  children.  He  moved  into  the  village  and  taught  school,  stud- 
ied law  by  tallow  candles.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  he  had 
already  achieved  fame  throughout  the  state  as  a  great  lawy<  r.  He 
was  a  Democrat  in  Politics. 

His  first  military  experience  was  as  Captain  of  Company  "D"  in 
the  Second  Iowa  Infantry.  He  rose  to  be  Major  and  I  believe,  short- 
ly before  coming  to  this  Brigade,  Lieutenant  Colonel.  He  came  into 
this  Brigade  as  Colonel  of  the  13th  Iowa. 

Crocker  won  his  first  great  military  fame  at  Shiloh,  although 
before  that  his  record  had  been  of  a  high  order.  At  Shiloh.  he  led 
Oglesby's  Brigade  after  Colonel  Hare  had  been  wounded  in  the  af- 
ternoon of  Sunday  the  6th  of  April.  Me  displayed  the  greatest  cool- 
ness and  skill  and  his  ability  at  that  time  attracted  such  attention 
that  when  the  Iowa  Brigade  was  formed  he  was  made  its  commander. 
His  personal  career  in  all  its  phases  I  cannot  follow  tonight.  You 
have  read  of  him  at  Jackson,  Champion  Hills,  and  Vicksburg  when 
he  commanded  a  division. 

General  Crocker  was  a  sick  man  even  when  he  entered  the  army. 
He  had  already  the  disease  of  consumption  and  during-  all  his  career 
he  had  the  spirit  and  determination  excelled  by  no  man.  Toward  the 
latter  part  of  the  war,  on  the  recommendation  of  General  Grant,  he 
went  to  New  Mexico  in  hope  that  the  climate  might  benefit,  his  health. 
He  found  no  relief  and  then  came  back  to  Washing-ton  City  where 
he  died  August  26th,  18G4.  His  abilities  were  well  recognized  by  all 
the  men  who  served  under  him  and  were  fully  recognized  by  all  his 
superiors.  Among  the  names  of  Iowa's  great  soldiers  like  General 
G.  M.  Dodge,  Samuel  R.  Curtis,  Francis  J.  Herron,  Fitz  Henry  Warren, 
John  M.  Corse  and  William  W.  Belknap  he  deserves  a  high,  if  not  the 
highest  rank.  So  much  for  the  personal  history  of  your  first  great 
commander. 

Now  we  come  to  the  organization  of  the  Brigade.  The  11th  Iowa 
was  mustered  into  the  service  November  1st,  1801,  at  Davenport, 
Abraham  M.  Hare  was  Colonel,  Wm.  P.  Hall  was  Lieutenant  Colonel. 
The  regiment  went  to  St.  Louis,  Jefferson  City,  Booneville,  Providence 
and  Boonsboro.  Five  Companies  went  to  California,  Missouri,  five  to 
Fulton,   Missouri   and  the   whole   regiment    to    Pittsburg  Landing. 

The  <;sth  regiment  was  mustered  in  on  November  2,  ISuj.  at 
Davenport,  Marcellus  M.  Crocker  u.->  Colonel,  Milton  M.  Pierce  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  and  John  Shane  Major.  The  regiment  went  to  St. 
Louis,  Jefferson  City  and  to  Pittsburg  Landing,  March  2:5,  1862. 

The    lath   regiment  was  mustered  in  at   Keokuk,     February     2Ii, 
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1862,  Hugh  T.  Reid,  Colonel,  Wm.  Dewey,  Lieutenant  Colonel  and 
Wm.  W.  Belknap,  Major.  They  left  for  St.  Louis  March  19  and  were 
attached  to  General  Prentiss  at  Shiloh  on  April  0. 

The  lOth  regiment  was  mustered  in  at  Davenport  March  20,  1802, 
but  completed  the  organization  at  St.  Louis,  March  24,  and  went  im- 
mediately to  Shiloh,  Alexander  Chambers  was  Colonel,  Addison  H. 
Sanders,  Lieutenant  Colonel. 

We  now  come  to  the  battle  of  Shiloh  when  all  of  the  regiments 
of  this  brigade  had  their  first  experience  in  battle.  The  13th  had 
717  men,  was  under  fire  ten  hours,  and  lost  1G2  men,  killed  or  wound- 
ed. The  11th  fought  a  little  to  the  right  of  the  13th  ai,d  was  part  of 
the  time  under  the  direct  orders  of  General  Grant.  They  lost  11)8 
killed  and  wounded,  which  was  the  greatest  loss  of  killed  or  wound- 
ed of  any  Iowa  regiment.  The;  15th  and  10th  were  what  we  would 
call  in  these  times  "rookies."  They  came  down  there  without  any 
training,  without  any  experience;  some  of  them  had  never  loaded  a 
musket  when  they  went  into  that  great  battle.  They  were  lead  out 
into  an  open  field;  this  field  was  surrounded  by  woods  filled  with 
confederate  troops.  Here  they  were  met  by  a  murderous  fire.  In- 
stead of  retreating,  you  were  ordered  to  advance.  Finally  utter  two 
hours  of  terrific  fighting  they  were  flanked  and  forced  to  fall  back. 
The  10th  lost  131  men;  the  15th  IS:]  mostly  killed  and  wounded.  After 
this  battle  the  four  regiments  were  organized  into  the  Iowa  Brigade, 
and  Colonel  Crocker  was  its  first  commander.  Crocker  only  com- 
manded the  Brigade  a  few  months  when  he  was  promoted  and  given 
a  division.     After  that  the  Brigade  had  the  following  commanders: 

Colonel  M.  M.  Crocker  13th. 

Colonel  H.  T.  Reid,  15th. 

Colonel  A.  M.  Hare,  11th. 

Brigadier  General  J.  M.  Tuttle,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 

Colonel  Wm.  Hall,  11th. 

Colonel  Alex  Chambers,  10th. 

Colonel  John  Shane,  13th. 

Brigadier  General  W.  W.  Belknap,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  C.  Abercrombie,  11th. 

Major  Geo.  Pomutz,  15th. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Ben  Beach,  11th. 

Bvt.  Brigadier  General  A.  Hickenlooper,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 

I  cannot  go  through  all  of  your  experiences  here  tonight.  In 
many  respects  I  consider  the  battle  of  the  22nd  of  July,  180-1,  one  of 
the  most  remarkable  of  that  whole  war.  The  Confederates  left  At- 
lanta and  came  in  around  behind  Sherman's  Army  and  almost  sur- 
rounded it.  It  was  the  greatest  surprise  of  the  war  and  perhaps  only 
an  accident  which  saved  Sherman's  army  from  dist ruction. 

General  Dodge's  corps  had  been  fighting  on  the  right  of  Sher- 
man's army.     It  was  ordered  to  change  and  take  up  a  position  on  the 
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left  and  as  the  Confederate  forces  came  around  it  was  marching*  past 
the  rear  of  Sherman's  army  to  be  between  it  and  the  Confederate 
forces.  When  without  any  warning-  it  was  assailed  by  great  num- 
bers of  the  enemy.  Dodge  wheeled  his  corps  into  line  and  faced  this 
terrific  attack  becoming  a  screen  for  Sherman's  army  in  the  rear. 
The  part  taken  by  the  Iowa  Brigade  in  this  great  battle  has  been 
better  told  by  Major  Byers  in  his  history  of  Iowa  in  the  War  Times 
and  I  quote  from  it  as  follows: 

"The  Iowa  Brigade,  that  morning,  stood  at  the  extreme  left  of 
the  army.  It  was  across  the  Flat  Shoal,  and  along  the  McDonough 
wagon  road,  with  the  eleventh  Iowa  at  its  right,  well  up  to  Leggett's 
force  on  Bald  Hill,  and  the  Fifteenth  Iowa  to  the  left.  The  Sixteenth 
was  in  the  center,  with  the  Thirteenth  behind  as  a  support.  The 
line  was  as  an  arc  of  a  circle,  and  in  this  position  the  Iowa  men  re- 
ceived the  first  shock  of  the  great  battle  of  Atlanta, 

Belknap  led  the  Fifteenth,  Add.  H.  Sanders  the  Sixteenth,  Shane 
the  Thirteenth,  Abercrombie  the  Eleventh  and  William  Hall,  Colonel 
of  the  Eleventh,  led  the  Brigade.  The  State  did  not  furnish  better 
officers  than  these,  and  harder  lighting  regiments  never  entered  the 
service.  Each  regiment  had  good  intrenchrnents  in  front  of  it,  and 
the  Thirteenth  had  breastworks.  The  brush  that  the  troops  were  in 
was  so  thick  that  the  men  could  not  see  from  one  regiment  to  anoth- 
er. Only  in  front  for  a  distance  of  fifty  yards,  was  the  brush  chop- 
ped away,  and  over  this  opening  the  Rebels  had  to  charge. 

The  skirmishers  were  driven  in,  and  the  blazing  hot  sun  of  that 
July  day  pointed  noon  just  as  the  first  line  of  Rebels  sprang  to  the 
attack.  They  were  met  by  volleys  of  musketry  so  severe  as  to  strike 
the  whole  line  to  the  earth,  those  not  instantly  killed  or  wounded  fall- 
ing to  the  ground  for  protection.  Two  federal  batteries,  between  the 
regiments,  joined  in  the  havoc  in  front.  In  the  face  of  it  all,  a  second 
line  of  brave  foemen  entered  that  open  space,  to  be,  like  their  com- 
rades before  them,  shot  to  the  earth. 

Two  Arkansas  regiments  with  a  couple  of  Texas  eompanies  got 
in  so  hot  a  position  close  to  the  front  of  the  Sixteenth  Iowa,  that  they 
could  not  advance  and  dared  not  retire.  They  lay  close  to  the  ground 
raked  by  cannon  and  musketry.  While  in  this  position,  they  raised 
the  white  flag,  and  the  tiring  stops  a  moment,  while  they  run  over 
the  rifle  pits  and  surrender.  The  Sixteenth  now  has  more  prisoners 
than  it  lias  soldiers.  But  at  that  very  moment  the  breastworks 
where  the  Thirteenth  stood  battling  has  been  taken,  and  a  fire  in 
the  rear  meets  the  brave  Sixteenth.  With  their  bayonets  the  men 
compel  their  prisoners  to  stand  up  as  a  bulwark  behind  them,  while 
they  continue  firing  at  the  front. 

Just  at  the  left,  other  prisoners  come  in,  but  refuse  to  surrender 
their  guns.  Colonel  Sander's  demand  for  instant  laying  down  of  guns 
is  met  by  a  demand  for  his  own  surrender.     Refusing  and  hurrying 
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to  get  back  to  his  right  wing,  a  rebel  captain  snatches  a  gun  and 
/.res  on  faun.  Instantly  Captain  Lucas  shoots  the  rebel  officer  dead 
A  hand  to  hand  conflict  is  about  ensuing.  Sanders  thinks  to  cut  his 
way  out  to  the  Eleventh  on  his  right.  It  is  of  no  use,  for  already  the 
rebel  flag  floats  over  the  works  of  the  Eleventh  as  well  as  on  those 
of  the  Fifteenth.  There  is  nothing  to  dp  but  surrender  and  the  Six- 
teenth, with  the  companies  of  the  Thirteenth  that  are  helping  it  are 
marched  between  rebel  bayonets  across  the  open  space  and  among  the 
heaps  ol  rebel  slain. 

The  Thirteenth  Iowa,  stripped  of  half  its  strength  to  aid  the 
front  line,  after  a  gallant  resistance,  is  ordered  from"  its  post  to  the 
outside,  or  west  of  the  breastworks,  now  in  their  rear,  and  is  again 
instantly  whirled  around  with  its  face  to  the  south,  to  greet  the  ene- 
my now  pushing  it  from  three  directions.  The  same  tire  that  struck 
the  Sixteenth  also  struck  the  Eleventh  and  the  Fifteenth  Iowa  Regi- 
ments, compelling  them,  after  heavy  fighting  to  change  their  position 
to  the  right  of  the  main  road,  mailing  the  Fifteenth  the  right  of  a 
new  line,  with  what  was  left  of  the  Thirteenth  to  its  left. 

For  a  moment,  no  foe  is  seen  in  the  opening,  and  a  company  under 
Captain  Whitenack  goes  forward,  to  sound  the  wood.  Instantly  a 
new  rebel  line  is  rim  into,  ami  twelve  of  the  Captain's  men  are  lost 
by  a  single  volley.  Again  the  whole  line  falls  back,  and  fires  from 
the  reverse  side  of  breastworks  erected  for  the   third  division. 

Again  the  enemy  comes  moving  on,  and,  at  close  range,  so  close- 
that  the  very  eyes,  of  the  Rebels  can  be  seen,  the  Iowa  men  let  loose 
their  musketry.  The  forty-fifth  Alabama  advances  to  the  very  muz- 
zles of  the  Iowa  guns,  lighting  and  tiring  as  they  come,  till  every  man 
of  them  is  shot  down  or  captured.  Private  Crowder  shoots  down 
the  rebel  color  bearer  and  takes  the  flag.  Colonel  Lampley,  leading 
the  desperate  rebel  regiment,  is  seized  by  Colonel  Belknap  and  haul- 
ed over  the  breastworks  by  the  collar. 

So  it  was  in  all  the  brigade — fighting  first  on  one  side  of  their 
intrenchments  and  then  on  the  other.  All  sides  and  all  directions  be- 
came the  points  of  danger  to  every  man  fighting  there  at  Sherman's 
left. 

The  Thirteenth  has  lost,  in  the  storming  of  the  hill  the  day  be- 
fore, and  in  its  fighting  of  this  day,  262  officers  and  men  out  of  400 
engaged,  a  part  of  whom  were  captured.  Its  gallant  major,  Win.  A. 
Walker,  who  led  the  charge  on  the  hill  the  day  before,  has  been  killed. 
The  Sixteenth  is  all  lost — mostly  captured,  officers  and  all.  The 
Fifteenth  has  among  its  wounded  its  heroic  and  accomplished  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  J.  M.  Hedrick,  Lieutenant  Gk\  hart  is  killed,  and  Lieuten- 
ants Evans,  Muir  and  Crawford,  with  Captain  Thomas  Hedrick  of 
Company  "K",  are  also  wounded.  There  are  4i)  of  the  regiment  killed 
and  wounded,  and  82  missing.  Many  of  these  also  will  prove  to  have 
been  slain. 


. 
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The  Eleventh  Iowa  has  lost  129  men  and  8  officers,  aiut  among 
its  slain  are  the  faithful  Major  Foster  and  Captain  Neal;     so,     too, 

!  Lieutenant  Caldwell,  Lieutenants  Pfoutz  and  Wylie  are  wounded. 
Captain  Barr  is  captured.  Brave  Sargeant  Major  John  Safely  is 
also  wounded,  and  Sergeant  John  A.  Buck  is  killed.  Together  with  a 
handful  of  men,  these  two  sergeants  sprang  over  the  breastworks  of 
the  enemy,  captured  a  number  greater  than  their  own  and  brought 
them  in — among  them  a  Rebel  Colonel  and  a  Captain.  Private  George 
Haworth  springs  over  the  intrenchment  and  captures  a  battle  flag, 
and  Private  Edward  Siberts  of  Company  "G"  has  brought  in  a  rebel 
banner.  So  it  lias  been  all  through  the  battle  -heroic  men  doing 
heroic  things.  Captain  John  Anderson  of  the  Eleventh  has,  with  a 
handful  of  men,  less  than  a  hundred,  been  sent  to  hold  a  little  furl  at 
the  hill.  Bravely  he  does  it  against  ten  times  his  number.  Battling 
to  get  in.  All  along  the  line  of  the  divisions  of  Smith  and  Leggett 
the  enemy  has  been  so  close  that  at  times  it  has  been  a  hand  to  ham! 
conflict.  Bayonets  have  been  used,  and  muskets  clubbed  and  beaten 
over  the  heads  of  the  men  right  in  the  rifle  pits." 

After  the  fail  of  Atlanta,  Crocker's  Iowa  Brigade  marched  with 
Sherman  to  the  Sea;  then  through  the  Carolinas  and  to  Washington 
Tor  the  Grand  Review.  After  this  it  went  to  Louisville  and  en  July 
11th,  General  Sherman  bade  it  farewell.  During  the  same  month  it 
was  mustered  out  and  its  achievements  had  become  part  of  the  great 
history  of  both  Iowa  and  the  Nation.  As  a  Brigade  organization 
there  is  no  other  in  all  the  history  of  the  Civil  War  that  could  be 
called  its  equal.  No  other  Brigade  maintained  its  organization  so 
long.  The  history  of  one  regiment  is  the  history  of  ail  ami  the  indi- 
viduality of  the  Brigade  without  parallel. 

President  Rood: 

I  want  to  make  one  or  two  announcements  for  tomor- 
row, then  the  flag  will  come  down  and  we  will  adjourn.  I 
hope  the  friends  will  cease  going  out.  Remember  the  bus- 
iness meeting  tomorrow  morning;  reception  of  ladies  to- 
morrow afternoon;  the  auto  ride;  let  me  say  the  ladies'  re- 
ception will  adjourn  promptly  at  3:45  in  time  for  the  ride. 

Tattoo. 

Taps. 

Flag  lowered. 

Adjourned. 
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REPORT  OF  BUSINESS  MEETING. 


Proceedings  of  the  Second  Day's  Business  Meeting,  Held  at 

Washington,     Iowa,     September  15,     1910,  at  the 

Commercial     Club     at     10  iM     A.     M. 

Meeting  called  to  order  by  Colonel  H.  H.  Rood,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Crocker's  Brigade,  who  said: 

It  seems  a  little  gloomy  outside  this  morning,  but  there 
is  nothing  gloomy  about  the  inside  of  this  room  and  in  or- 
der to  start  off  this  business  meeting  cheerfully  and  right 
Mrs.  Cheek  will  sing  to  us  three  verses  of  Marching 
Through  Georgie.     (Applause.) 

Mrs.  Cheek: 

Now  I  want  you  all  to  join  in  the  chorus. 

Mrs.  Cheek  sings  three  verses  of  Marching  Through 
Georgia  and  audiences  joins  in  the  chorus. 

President  Rood: 

Before  entering  on  the  regular  business  meeting  I  will 
read  some  letters  and  telegrams. 

Des  Moines,  Iowa,  September  13,  1910. 
Colonel  H.  H.  Rood,  Washington,  Iowa. 
My  Dear  Colonel  Rood: — 

My  duties  here  will  prevent  my  coming  to  Washington. 
I  am  just  getting  out  another  volume  of  the  work  and  it  is 
necessary  that  I  should  be  here. 

I  should  have  greatly  enjoyed  attending  another  reun- 
ion of  the  old  Crocker  Brigade,  and  the  opportunity  of  meet- 
ing so  many  of  the  good  old  soldier  friends  and  also  the 
friends  of  youthful  days  still  living  in  the  good  old  town  of 
Washington. 

I  assure  you  that  it  is  a  great  deprivation  to  me  not  to 
be  with  you  tomorrow  and  the  next  day,  but  you  know  it  is 
the  soldier's  first  duty  to  remain  at  his  post  when  he  hn  * 
important  work  to  do,  and  particularly  when  his  work  is 
connected  with  the  interests  of  his  comrades.  I  need  not 
assure  you  that  only  an  imperative  demand  for  my  presence 
here  at  this  time  would  have  kept  me  from  being  with  you. 
Please  extend  to  the  boys  of  the  old  brigade  my  kindest  re-, 


CROCKER'S   IOWA   BRIGADE  43 

gards.     I  know  you  will  have  a  good  time  as  you  always 
have.  Sincerely  yours, 

G.  W.  Crosley. 
President  Rood: 

Colonel  Crosley  has  sent  one  letter  explaining  the  reas- 
ons why  he  could  not  be  present,  but  he  was  so  pressed  with 
the  feeling  that  he  wanted  to  be  here  that  he  writes  another. 
I  might  say  of  that  letter,  possibly  what  prompted  a  second 
letter.  In  the  winter  of  '58  and  '59  Colonel  Crosley  and  I 
went  to  school  in  the  town  of  Nevada  in  Story  County.  We 
declaimed  from  the  same  platform.  We  belonged  to  the 
same  literary  society  and  began  a  friendship  there  that  has 
never  been  broken;  and  1  also  remember  of  the  evening  of 
that  Sunday  at  Shiloh  when  he  came  leading  the  remnant 
of  the  third  Iowa  to  take  a  position  on  the  right  of  the  13th 
and  of  course  that  brough  him  to  Company  "A"  tiles,  and 
the  first  person  he  saw  whom  he  knew  was  your  speaker. 
He  rushed  up  to  me  and  said,  "Harry,  1  am  glad  we  are 
alive." 

This  is  from  Comrade  E.  L.  Harth,  Centralia,  express- 
ing regrets  that  he  is  not  able  to  be  present.  Send  $1.25 
dues. 

This  is  from  Major  Ilamil  of  Keokuk.  I  invited  him  as 
a  guest  of  this  Brigade  because  of  his  estimable  treatment 
of  us  when  we  were  in  Keokuk.  He  accepted  once,  but  ill- 
ness in  his  family  prevented  his  being  here. 

This  has  been  handed  to  me  since  coming  into  this 
room. 

"This  evening  at  7:15  p.  m.  the  Ladies  of  the  Brigade 
will  form  on  the  North  Side  of  the  Square  and  march    to 
the  Opera  House  so  that  they  can  all  be  seated  before    the 
Brigade  arrives."     (Applause). 
President  Rood: 

That  is  the  first  time  that  we  have  ever  been  deserted. 

President  Rood: 

The  soldiers  and  sailors  of  Jefferson  County  hold  their 
reunion,  Saturday,  Steptember  17th,  Fairfield,  Iowa.  They 
asked  to  have  an  announcement  made  here  of  that  fact. 
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The  reception  will  begin  at  1:45  at  the  Baptist  Church. 
I  hope  that  every  lady  will  go  up  there  and  meet  the  Ladies 
of  the  Brigade  and  the  Ladies  of  this  City.  You  know  how 
delightful  these  occasions  are. 

Yesterday  when  I  spoke  of  the  guidons  that  Major 
Tyler  gave  us,  you  cheered,  but  not  one  of  you  got  up  and 
gave  a  vote  of  thanks.  Now  I  want  you  to  make  that  mo- 
tion, now,  quick. 

Voice : 

1  move  that  a  vote  of  thanks  be  extended  to  Maj.  Tyler. 

Voices: 

Second  the  motion,  second  the  motion. 

President  Rood : 

You  heard  the  motion  that  the  thanks  of  this  Brigade 
he  extended  to  Major  Tyler  for  his  kindness  in  presenting 
these  guidons  to  each  regiment.  So  many  of  you  as  are  in 
i'avor  of  this  motion  make  it  manifest  by  saying  "T.    "1". 

President:  Rood: 

These  guidons  are  to  be  kept  and  preserved  and  car- 
ried in  all  our  reunions  hereafter. 

Tardy  justice  is  always  tiie  best. 

Major  Tyler: 

Their  thanks  are  accepted  with  pleasure  and  thanks  for 
their  thanks. 

President  Rood: 

Now  we  are  ready  for  the  regular  business. 

First  report  of  Committee  on  Time  and  Place.  John 
Hayes,  President. 

Time  and  Place  Report. 

We  recommend  that  the  time  of  meeting  be  fixed  by 
the  executive  officers,  subject  to  the  resolution  of  the  soci- 
ety that  the  next  meeting  of  the  society  shall  take  place  in 
1911.    As  to  place,  we  have  invitations  as  follows: 

First.  From  the  Commercial  Club,  Des  Moines,  with  as- 
surances that  the  brigade  shall  be  warmly  and  hospitably 
entertained. 


CROCKER'S   IOWA   BRIGADE  45 

Second.  From  Mrs.  Dr.  Gibbon  asking  that  the  meet- 
ing be  held  at  Chariton. 

Third.  From  the  City  Council  and  The  Commercial 
Club  of  Clarinda;  from  Warren  Post  No.  11  and  The  Ladies 
of  the  G.  A.  R.  of  the  same  Post  and  from  Warren  Relief 
Corps,  No.  71;  also  from  one  hundred  or  more  business  men 
of  Clarinda,  all  extending  hospitalities  and  offering  warn, 
welcomes. 

Fourth.  Sigourney  has  renewed  its  invitation,  first 
made  long  years  ago,  again  and  again  repeated,  once  more 
appealing  to  us  "remember  Sigourney."  We  thiol;  of  Keo- 
kuk County  as  the  home  of  our  beloved  and  renowned  com- 
mander; of  his  early  life,  of  his  privations  and  of  his  strug- 
gles there;  or  recall  the  circumstance  that  the  civic  organi- 
zation of  Crocker's  Iowa  Brigade  had  its  inception  among 
a  few  members  of  Company  D  of  the  13th  regiment,  resid- 
ing at  Sigourney,  and  that  largely  through  their  instrumen- 
tality the  first  of  our  reunions  was  held  here  in  Washington 
in  1881. 

We  believe  that  in  celebrating  the  fiftieth  anniversary 
of  enlistment  it  will  be  most  lilting  to  meet  where  the  idea 
of  our  organization  originated,  and  appreciating  the  kind- 
nesses which  have  been  extended  to  us  by  other  communi- 
ties we  unanimously  recommend  that  the  next  meeting  oJ 
our  society  be  held  at  Sigourney. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  Hayes 
Samuel  Steil'y 
W.  P.  L.  Muir 
J.  R.  McClaskey 
President  Rood: 

What  action  will  you  take  upon  the  report  of  commit- 
tee on  time  and  place? 

Voice : 

Mr.  President,  1  move  the  report  be  accepted. 

President  Rood: 

It  is  moved  that  the  report  be  accepted. 
Voice: 
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I  second  the  motion. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Glasgow,  Co.  "C"  11th  Iowa: 

Comrades,  I  was  the  bearer  of  the  invitation  from  Clar- 
inda  to  this  Brigade.  While  I  presented  this  invitation  to 
the  committee  on  time  and  place  in  my  feeble  way,  1  am  too 
lo3ral  a  member  of  Crocker's  Brigade  to  oppose  the  unani- 
mous report  of  this  committee,  but  it  is  a  bitter  disappoint- 
ment to  me.  Now  Comrades  of  Crocker's  Iowa  Brigade  you 
will  remember  that  after  the  battle  of  Shiloh  and  the  slow 
march  up  to  Corinth  and  after  the  evacuation  of  Corinth 
were  suffered,  this  brigade  had  severe  attacks  of  malaria 
and  as  each  member  came  to  report  to  our  surgeons  the 
members  of  our  brigade  improvised  a  little  saying  to  go 
with  the  call,  which  is  something  like  this,  "Come  and  get 
your  Quinine,  come  and  get  your  Quinine,  come  and  get 
your  Quinine,  right  now."  And  while  this  is  a  bitter  disap- 
pointment, I  will  stand  up  and  take  my  quinine  like  a  little 
man.  And  1  will  also  ask  this  Brigade  to  give  me  a  copy  of 
this  report  that  I  may  take  it  home  to  our  citizens,  for  if  I 
don't  go  home  with  some  good  excuse  they  will  drum  me 
out  of  town. 

Captain  Parker,  Sigourney,  Iowa: 

Mr.  President:  I  have  been  a  resident  of  the  town  of 
Sigourney  for  forty-nine  years.  I  have  been  honored  by 
the  Citizens.  I  know  them  all.  T  know  the  country  and 
when  I  started  down  here,  day  before  yesterday  morning, 
they  came  to  me  telling  me  to  bring  the  Brigade  to  Sigour- 
ney next  time. 

We  have  two  first  class  hotels.  We  have  a  new  court 
house,  not  excelled  in  splendor  and  accommodations  in 
southeast  Iowa.  We  have  other  hotels  and  we  have  a  class 
of  citizens  that  the  latch  string  is  always  out  for  an  old 
soldier.     (Applause). 

We  entertained  three  hundred  soldiers  some  years  ago, 
when  we  had  only  one  hotel  and  an  old  court  house  holding 
about  fifteen,  which  we  were  afraid  would  fail  down,  and 
the  thirty  third  Iowa  has  not  gotten  over  thanking  us  for 
the  entertainment  we  have  given  them. 
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There  was  a  reference  made  to  the  three  who  first 
started  this  organization.    Here  are  two  of  us  yet. 

Voice : 

Here  is  another  one. 

President  Rood: 

We  are  ready  now  for  the  vote,  after  which  if  any 
comrade  feels  moved  to  make  a  motion  to  extend  to  Clar- 
inda  a  vote  of  thanks,  I  will  entertain  it.  You  have  heard 
the  report  of  the  Committee;  all  who  are  in  favor  of  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  of  Time  and  Place  say  "I".  "I".  Op- 
posed, "No".  "No".  It  is  nearly  unanimous.  The  next 
meeting  will  be  held  at  the  town  of  Sigoureny. 

Voice: 

I  move  you  that  we  extend  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
town  of  Clarinda  Tor  their  kind  invitation. 

Voice : 

Second  that  motion. 

President  Rood: 

It  is  moved  and  seconded  that  a  vote  of  thanks  be  ex- 
tended to  the  city  of  Clarinda  expressing  the  hope  that  we 
may  accept  and  test  their  hospitality  at  some  future  day. 

President  Rood: 

Are  you  ready  for  the  question?  All  in  favor  of  this 
motion  make  it  manifest  by  saying  "I".  "I".  That  is  en- 
tirely unanimous. 

Mr.  Glasgow: 

I  just  want  to  thank  the  Brigade  for  that  kind  remem- 
brance and  it  will  help  me  out  wonderfully  when  I  get  home. 

Voice: 

1  move  that  the  resolution  include  all  the  towns  that 
have  invited  us. 

Voice: 

I  second  that  motion. 

President  Rood: 

It  is  moved  and  seconded  that  thanks  of  this  Brigade 
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be  extended  to  the  Citizens  of  Chariton  Commercial  Club 
and  of  Des  Moines  for  their  invitation.  Are  you  ready  for 
the  question? 

Those  in  favor  of  this  motion  say  "I".     "I". 

Vote  is  unanimous. 

President  Rood: 

Next  is  Committee  on  Orator. 

Report  of  Orator  Committee. 

We  your  Committee  on  securing  Orator  for  next  reun- 
ion of  Crocker's  Iowa  Brigade  select  Honorable  Fred  White, 
formerly  a  member  of  the  13th  Iowa. 

W.  II.  Tedford,  chairman. 
Oscar  1'].  Stuart 
Wesley  11.  Orton 
Benjamin  Beach 
Judge  Tedford : 

It  was  the  conclusion  of  this  committee  after  consider- 
ation, that  some  member  of  our  Brigade  ought  to  be  the 
Orator  at  our  next  meeting,  as  it  is  the  50th  anniversary  of 
our  enlistment.  I  desire  to  state  that  it  is  an  honor  to  be 
the  orator  of  this  Brigade  on  this  occasion  and  our  Brigade 
after  the  Civil  War  has  furnished  a  Secretary  of  War,  a 
Governor  of  the  State  of  Iowa,  one  Supreme  Judge,  four 
District  Judges,  one  Attorney  General  of  the  State,  two 
Speakers  of  the  General  Assembly,  one  Clerk  of  the  Sup- 
reme Court,  one  Attorney  General,  one  hundred  of  iis  mem- 
bers have  been  members  of  the  legislature  of  the  State,  one 
hundred  and  fifty  of  them  have  held  positions  of  auditors, 
trasurers  and  clerks  of  their  several  counties;  and  we  think 
with  a  Brigade  of  this  ability,  it  should  furnish  the  orator 
on  our  next  occasion.  We  have  selected  Hon.  Fred  White 
who  is  a  member  of  Congress  in  this  State,  as  our  next  or- 
ator, as  he  is  a  member  of  our  Brigade  and  if  he  is  sick  or 
dead  or  is  not  able  to  attend,  I  will  be  dratted  myself  to 
perform  this  duty,  as  we  are  determined  that  a  member  of 
our  Brigade  shall  deliver  the  oration  on  this  occasion. 

President  Rood: 
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You  heard  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Orator. 
Those  who  are  in  favor  of  this  report  make  it  manifest  by 
saying  'T\ 

Voice : 

"i,  i". 

I 'resident  Rood: 

The  vote  is  unanimous. 

I 'resident  Rood: 

Next  is  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Thanks  and 
Acknowledgments  by  Comrade  Fracker. 

The  report  was  handed  to  Colonel  Rood  who  read    the 

same. 


Thanks  and  Acknowledgments  Resolutions. 

Mr.  President:  Your  Committee  on  Thanks  and  Ack- 
nowledgments beg-  to  present  the  following  resolutions: 

I.  That  the  Crocker's  Iowa  Brigade  Association  at  its 
Fifteenth  Biennial  Reunion  held  at  Washington,  Iowa,  Sep- 
tember 1  1th  and  15th,  1910,  hereby  tenders  its  most  grate- 
ful thanks  and  heartfelt  appreciation  to  the  citizens  of 
Washington  for  the  warm  and  kindly  reception  and  un- 
bounded hospitalities  tendered  us  during  this  reunion.  We 
shall  carry  away  with  us  many  sweet  and  lasting  memories 
of  this  delightful  meeting. 

12.  That  to  the  Executive  Committee  and  the  members 
of  the  various  local  committees,  for  their  labors  in  making 
this  one  of  our  most  enjoyable  reunions;  we  extend  our 
most  grateful  thanks. 

3.  To  the  Comrades  of  the  1.  G.  White  Post,  No.  108, 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  the  Ladies  of  the  Woman's 
Relief  Corps  Auxiliary  to  Post  No.  108,  the  National 
Guards,  Company  D.  54th  Regiment,  the  Drum  Corps  of 
Hillsboro,  the  Washington  Cornet  Band,  to  Mr.  Grover  C. 
Springman,  the  Bugler,  the  Washington  Glee  Club,  all  of 
whom  contributed  in  so  large  a  measure  to  our  comfort 
and  pleasure  we  are  profoundly  grateful. 

4.  To  the  newspapers  of  Washington,  the  Daily  Eve- 
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ning  Journal,  the  Washington  Democrat  and  to  the  Wash- 
ington Press  for  the  publication  of  our  proceedings  and 
numerous  other  favors,  we  hereby  express  our  grateful 
thanks. 

5.  To  the  ladies  of  Washington  and  of  the  Crocker 
Brigade  who  have  so  highly  honored  us  by  their  presence 
and  added  so  greatly  to  our  enjoyment  on  this  occasion,  we 
feel  under  lasting  obligations.  We  trust  that  in  this  case, 
a  pleasure  shared  is  a  pleasure  doubled. 

6.  To  that  sweet  singer  and  daughter  of  the  Brigade, 
Mrs.  Jessie  Cheek,  we  again  return  our  heartfelt  thanks  for 
her  never  fading  loyalty  and  fidelity  in  attendance  at  our 
Brigade  meeting.  May  she  live  to  be  with  us  many  reun- 
ions to  charm  us  with  her  singing. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  W.  Fracker, 
Chas.  E.  Putnam 
C.  Lemon 
David  E.  King 
President  Rood: 

The  reason  I  put  Fracker  on  that  committee  is  that  he 
can  write  such  things  as  that. 

President  Rood: 

What  will  you  do  with  this  report,  Comrades? 

Voice: 

I  move  the  adoption  of  this  report. 

Voice: 

Second  the  motion. 

President  Rood : 

It  is  moved  and  seconded  that  this  report  be  adopted. 

President  Rood: 

The  vote  is  unanimous.  Not  only  b>  v  ace  but  •  sen- 
timent here. 

President  Rood: 

The  next  is  Committee  on  Officers.  Comrade  Tyler  is 
chairman. 
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Committee  of  Officers. 

Your  committee  to  nominate  officers  for  our  Brigade 
Association,  for  the  ensuing  term,  would  report:  For  Pres- 
ident, H.  H.  Rood,  of  Mount  Vernon,  Iowa;  for  Recording 
Secretary,  C.  \V.  Kepler,  Mount  Vernon,  Iowa;  for  Corres- 
ponding Secretary,  D.  W.  Bushnell,  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa; 
for  Treasurer,  J.  W.  Cheek,  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

L.  S.  Tyler,  loth  Iowa 
John  Lett,  11th  Iowa 
11.  C.  Anderson,  13th  Iowa 
W.  L.  Kissick,  loth  Iowa 
Voice: 

I  move  that  that  report  be  received  and  adopted  by  a 
rising  vote. 

Voice : 

Rood!  Rood  J     (Applause). 

President  Rood: 

My  Comrades:  I  wonder  if  any  of  you  know  the  mean- 
ing of  that  word  "Overwhelmed";  if  you  do  not  and  could 
put  yourselves  in  my  position  this  morning,  you  would  real- 
ize the  tremendous  force  there  is  in  that  word,  "Over- 
whelmed." I  have  responded  so  many  times  to  yuu  in  re- 
sponse to  this  honor,  that  I  confess  I  have  no  new  words  to 
coin  or  utter  and  must  fall  back  upon  utterances,  in  part 
made  on  other  occasions. 

No  tiling  in  my  life  that  had  anything  of  a  public  char- 
acter, nothing  out  side  of  my  home  and  my  family,  has 
appealed  to  me  as  has  my  duty  toward  this  Brigade.  (Ap- 
plause). You  will  allow  me  to  say,  I  think  and  hope,  that 
I  have  given  you  the  very  best  of  my  thought,  of  my  pur- 
pose and  the  very  best  of  the  feeling  of  comradeship  and 
the  very  best  of  any  man  who  served  as  I  have  served  with 
you. 

I  am  conscious  that  I  have  made  ..-ome  mistakes.  1 
have  forgotten  to  do  a  few  things  that  I  ought  to  have 
thought  of.  And  I  have  omitted  some  other  things  as  a 
matter  of  judgment,  which  proved  to  be  wrong  afterwards. 
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But  all  has  been  in  the  interest  of  this  Brigade  and  every 
decision  I  have  made  has  been  utterly  unselfish  and  made 
wholly  for  you. 

When  the  hour  comes  for  my  next  birthday,  it  will 
register  me  in  my  seventieth  year.  That  is  about  time 
one  ought  to  lay  oiF  such  duties  as  these,  but  you  have  come 
to  me  in  such  a  spirit,  so  much  has  been  said  to  me  privately 
and  personally  by  the  members  of  this  Brigade,  that  1  do 
not  know  what  to  do,  other  than  to  accept;  and  until  our 
next  reunion  and  you  again  have  an  opportunity  to  pass 
upon  this  question,  I  shall  give  to  you,  as  1  have  in  the  past, 
the  very  highest  and  best  thought  of  the  purpose  that  is  in 
fny  heart. 

Voice: 

Comrades!       Three  cheers  for  our  beloved     President 
and  the  other  officers.     (Applause). 
V'oices  : 

Kepler!    Kepler! 
Major  Kepler: 

Comrades:     I  do  not  know  just  what  to  say,  only  that 
a  few  months  ago  I  had  fully  made  up  my  mind  that 
not  accept  the  office  of  Recording  Secretary  another  term 
because  I  thought  that  some  others  ought  to  take  1113!  pE 
and  as  know  the  last  several  meetings  when  the  cot' 

mittee  has  reported  recommending  my  election,  I  have  al- 
ways objected  and  on  one  or  two  occasions,  I  have  seriously 
objected;  but  you  have  over  ruled;  you  have  ridden  right 
over  me  rough  shod  and  I  might  as  well  take  my  medicine 

i  have  been  so  agreeably  disappointed  in  the  attend- 
ance that  we  have  at  this  meeting  and  somehow  your  faces 
look  sweeter  to  me  than  they  ever  did  before.  I  regard  this 
as  a  great  honor  coming  from  you  old  comrades  that  parti- 
cipated in  seventeen  battles  besides  any  number  of  skir- 
mishes and  that  you  never  lost  a  battle  and  your  feet  press- 
ed the  soil  of  every  southern  state  except  three. 

I  do  understand  it  to  be  a  great  honor  to  hold  this  pos- 
ition because  it  puts  me  in  touch  with  comrades  all  over  the 
country  m  pretty  nearly  every  State  in  the  Union.     I  want 
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to  say  to  you  that  during  the  past  year  I  have  answered  and 
written  to  comrades  of  this  Brigade  over  five  hundred  let- 
ters. I  want  to  say  to  you  Comrades,  that  1  have  not  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  a  single  member  of  this  Brigade,  nor 
from  any  of  the  widows  of  comrades,  nor  from  any  of  the 
Sons  and  Daughters  of  this  Brigade,  but  what  1  have 
answered  it  as  promptly  as  any  business  letter  that  ever 
came  into  my  office.  Now  it  might  sound  better  to  let 
someone  else  say  this,  but  they  do  not  know  so  I  am  telling 
it  myself.     (Applause). 

It  does  my  heart  good  to  answer  these  letters. 

I  thank   you  Comrades  for  the  high   honor  that  you 
have  conferred  upon  me  and  I  shall  do  the  very  best  I  can 
to  perform  the  duties  of  my  office  to  the  very  best  of  my 
ability.     (Applause). 
Voices  : 

Bushnell!    Bushnell! 
Comrade  Bushnell: 

1  presume  you  will  all  get  letters  from  me  in  less  than 
a  year  from  now.  I  would  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  Com- 
rades oftener.  You  go  away,  you  move  away  and  never  say 
a  word  about  it. 

1  thank  you  for  the  honor  you  have  given  me.  (Ap- 
plause). 

Voice : 

I  think  a  vote  of  thanks  should  be  extended  to  Mrs. 
Wariield  for  organizing  the  auxiliary. 

President  Rood: 

You  hear  the  motion  Comrades.  We  have  long  enjoyed 
the  presence  and  favors  of  the  ladies  of  the  Brigade  and  we 
hope  now  since  this  new  movement  is  started  that  the  at- 
tendance will  be  increased;  the  kindness  and  loveliness  of 
the  women  of  this  Brigade  cannot  be  excelled  and  I  take 
pleasure  in  making  this  motion.  So  many  of  you  as  are  in 
favor  say  4T\    "I". 

Mrs.  Warfield: 

Thank  you  very  much ;  both  for  myself  and  the  ladies. 
I  hope  to  see  you  at  the  Reception. 
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President  Rood : 

We  have  the  final  report  of  the  Corresponding  Secre- 
tary. Comrades,  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  give  this  re- 
port. 

Final  Report  of  Corresponding  Secretary. 

D.  W.  Bushnell,  Corresponding  Secretary,  presents  the 
following  final  report  of  attendance  of  this  meeting: 


|   llth  |   13th  |  15th  |  16th 
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Major  Kepler: 

I  want  to  say  a  word.  When  Comrades  write  to  the 
Brigade  he  sure  and  give  the  regiment  and  company.  It 
will  save  a  great  deal  of  time  and  trouble  and  you  can 
have  a  reply  more  promptly. 

President  Rood : 

Now,  Comrades,  I  want  to  say,  as  I  think  1  always  do 
urge  you,  not  to  go  home  until  this  is  all  over.  I  know  how 
tempting  it  is  when  there  is  a  train  about  six  o'clock  to 
shake  hands  with  the  boys  and  take  that  train.  There  will 
be  more  trains.    Wait  until  it  is  over. 

It  seems  to  me  that  we  have  touched  every  item  of 
business.  As  soon  as  we  adjourn  I  will  answer  those  tele- 
grams, which  I  was  very  pleased  to  get.  I  had  it  on  my 
mind  this  morning,  but  so  much  commanded  my  attention 
that  I  forgot  it. 

Bushnell: 

We  have  come  through  so  nicely  that  you  will  not  be 
touched  this  time.     (Applause). 
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Voice : 

We  have  the  report  for  Vice  Presidents  this  year: 
Captain  C.  E.  Lanstrum,  15th. 
Captain  C.  W.  Fracker,  16th. 
Captain  T.  McKinney,  11th. 
Captain  J.  T.  Parker,  13th. 

Voice : 

I  move  that  greetings  be  sent  to  General  Grenville  M. 
Dodge.  I  think  he  is  in  the  West.  We  could  send  it  to  Coun- 
cil Bluffs. 

President  Rood : 

Those  in  favor  of  extending  the  congratulations  of  this 
Brigade  on  the  preservation  of  that  splendid  heroic  figure 
of  General  Dodge,  will  say  "I".  "I".  The  vote  is  unani- 
mous. 

Bushnell : 

I  want  to  extend  an  invitation  to  anyone  who  may 
come  to  Council  Bluffs  to  go  and  see  General  Dodge.  He  al- 
ways has  a  kind  word  for  an  old  soldier. 

President  Rood: 

Now,  Mrs.  Cheek,  I  think  we  have  covered  every  item 
of  business.  Give  us  a  verse  of  something  good  and  we  will 
stand  adjourned  until  the  meeting  tonight  of  the  Camp  Fire. 

Mrs.  Cheek  sings  Robin  Adair.     (Applause). 

President  Rood: 

We  will  stand  adjourned,  now,  Comrades  until  the  re- 
ception this  afternoon.  We  form  at  the  regular  hour  to  go 
to  the  Opera  House. 

Adjourned. 
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CAMP  FIRE  MEETING. 


Second  Evening. 

Assembly. 

Bugle. 

Raising  of  the  Flag. 

Mrs.  Cheek  sings  a  salute. to  the  Hag.     (Applause). 

President  Rood: 

Following  our  ever  revered  custom,  the  public  program 
of  this  evening  will  begin  by  prayer  offered  by  the  Rev. 
Koon,  of  this  city.    The  audience  will  please  rise. 

Rev.  Koon: 

Prayer:  Almighty  Cod,  Whose  is  the  greatness,  the 
power,  the  glory  and  the  majesty;  whose  is  the  earth  and 
the  fullness  thereof;  who  is  the  source  of  life  and  light 
and  truth,  before  Thee  this  evening,  we  reverently  bow  to 
acknowledge  Thy  bounties  and  to  praise  Thee;  our  exalted 
Head,  as  the  Giver  of  every  good  and  perfect  gift.  Be  pleas- 
ed, we  beseech  Thee,  0,  Cod,  who  hast  taught  us  thou  Thy 
Son  to  call  Thee  Father,  to  look  upon  us  in  mercy  this  eve- 
ning and  grant  us  Thy  presence  and  power. 

We  thank  Thee  for  this  occasion  that  calls  us  together 
to  celebrate  with  these  veterans  who  sacrificed,  suffered  and 
bled  to  preserve,  invincible,  this  nation  of  ours;  we  thank 
Thee  for  the  brave  men  and  true  of  this  notable  Crocker's 
Brigade  who  gave  up  their  lives  on  battle  field,  in  hospital 
or  prison  pen,  men  too,  who  have  been  carried  away  by  dis- 
ease since,  men  who  still  living  are  unable  to  come  to  this 
reunion,  suffering  upon  beds  of  sickness,  be  Thou  especially 
near  to  them. 

As  people  of  this  city  we  thank  Thee  for  the  privilege 
of  honoring  these  soldiers  of  the  Union  present  here  this 
evening,  we  thank  Thee  for  the  renewed  spirit  of  patriot- 
ism which  is  inspired  by  their  exercises  and  their  presence; 
we  thank  Thee  for  the  kindly  spirit,  the  genial  hospitality 
and  the  cordial  welcome  so  universally  evident  among  us,  a 


CROCKER'S   IOWA   BRIGADE  57 

token  of  the  high  esteem  for,  and  the  depth  of  gratitude 
these  brave  men  who  in  the  nation's  crisis  went  to  the  front 
to  preserve  its  integrity;  we  thank  Thee  for  the  heritage 
that  is  ours  because  of  what  these  and  their  Comrades  did 
for  us,  and  that  Thou  didst,  in  Thy  wisdom,  raise  up  leaders 
to*guide  the  destiny  of  our  beloved  nation  so  that  freedom 
and  right  prevailed  and  the  stars  and  stripes  waved  trimph- 
antly  over  a  United  Nation. 

We  earnestly  pray  for  Thy  blessing,  our  Fattier,  upon 
this  our  nation,  upon  every  commonwealth  within  iis  bor- 
ders, upon  this  our  Fair  City.  May  Thy  rich  blessings  be 
upon  these  our  honored  guests  and  upon  their  families,  up- 
on the  widows  and  orphans  of  this  Brigade,  upon  the  mem- 
bers detained  from  this  reunion  upon  beds  of  sickness,  upon 
those  wives  and  mothers  of  the  members  of  this  Brigade 
who  with  weeping  eye  and  heaving  breast  sent  their  loved 
ones  to  the  battle  field.  May  Thy  blessing,  0,  Spirit  Di- 
vine, be  upon  these  exercises  this  evening,  upon  everyone 
who  is  to  have  part,  upon  all  who  are  to  listen  and  may  the 
whole  resound  to  the  glory  of  Thy  Great  Name,  and  to  the 
establishing  of  those  great  principles,  for  which  Crocker's 
Brigade  and  others  fought. 

0,  Cod  of  wisdom  and  of  love,  give  of  Thy  wisdom  to 
the  officers  of  this  Brigade,  tenderly  in  Thy  mercy  watch 
over  the  whole  body  of  Old  Soldiers,  all  of  whom  are  Hear- 
ing the  end  of  life's  sojourn  upon  earth  as  this  reunion  is 
about  to  end  and  these  veterans  are  soon  to  separate,  many 
never  again  to  meet  in  another  reunion  upon  earth,  prepare 
each  and  all,  thru  the  plentitude  of  Thy  Mercy  for  the  glor- 
ious Reunion,  with  Thyself  and  the  redeemer  of  Thy  King- 
dom  and  may  each  be  ready  in  the  acceptance  of  thy  par- 
doning Love,  to  answer  to  the  final  summons  and  to  parti- 
cipate with  honor  in  that  final  Grand  Review  before  the 
throne  of  God  when  each  shall  be  called  to  give  account  of 
the  deeds  done  in  the  body.  Grant  this  our  prayer  not  be- 
cause of  any  merit  of  ours,  but  for  thine  own  great  name's 
sake,  thou  Christ,  Our  Lord.    Amen. 

President  Rood: 
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We  will  have  some  music  by  the  very  welcome  Wash- 
ington Glee  Club.     (Applause.) 

Encore  by  four  of  the  club.     (Applause). 
President  Rood: 

I  want  to  thank  the  people  of  Washington  for  the  dec- 
oration of  this  stage.  We  have  never  had  anything  to  equal 
or  excel  it.  In  their  behalf,  Citizens  of  Washington  1  wish 
to  thank  you.  We  passed  resolution  of  t hunks  at  the  busi- 
ness meeting  this  morning  and  I  wish  this  evening  to  ex- 
tend to  you  the  hearty  thanks  of  this  Brigade  for  the  un- 
paralleled consideration  which  we  have  received  at  the 
hands  of  the  people  of  Washington. 

The  first  number  on  the  programme  will  be  given  by  an 
honored  citizen  of  this  city,  Mr.  A.  R.  Miller,  editor  of  the 
Democrat. 

Mr.  Miller  gives  an  address. 

President  Rood: 

Talk  about  these  splendid  people  this  City  of  Washing- 
ton does  turn  out.  Just  look  at  what  they  have  been  giving 
us.  Twenty-nine  years  from  now  we  will  come  back  Broth- 
er Miller. 

President  Rood: 

One  of  the  Veterans  of  the  11th  Iowa,  after  the  war, 
went  over  into  Nebraska.  He  helped  to  make  that  desert 
blossom  like  a  rose.  He  gained  a  foot  hold  there  and  they 
made  him  Department  Commander  and  we  have  asked  him 
to  give  us  a  little  talk  tonight.  I  take  pleasure  in  introduc- 
ing to  you  Comrade  John  Lett,  of  the  11th  Iowa. 

Address  by  Comrade  John  Lett. 

Mr.  President,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  and  Comrades  of  the 
Crocker's  Iowa  Brigade. 

A  few  weeks  ago  I  received  a  letter  from  Colonel  Rood  asking 
me  if  I  would  come  to  Iowa  and  talk  at  this  Camp  Fire.  He  said  they 
would  give  me  fifteen  minutes  to  tell  what  1  knew  about  Crocker's 
Iowa  Brigade;  in  other  word^,  five  minutes  more  than  they  were  ac- 
cording the  old  boys  living  in  Iowa. 

Whether  that  is  because  I  am  from  the  home  state  of  William 
Jennings  Bryan,  the  great  orator  of  the  Platte,  or  whether  they  im- 
agined I  was  long  winded,  I  don't  know.     My  Comrades,  1  am  not  an 
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urator.  The  greatest  soldier  the  world  ever  knew  was  not  an  orator, 
General  Ulyssess  S.  Grant.  Crocker's  Iowa  Brigade  was  not  made  up 
of  orators,  but  fighters,  and  I  think  Mr.  President,  you  will  agree  with 
me  that  Crocker's  Iowa  Brigade  had  as  many  good  lighters  as  any 
Brigade  that  shouldered  a  musket.  And  I  for  one  had  the  honor  of 
being  in  every  battle  the  Brigade  was  in  and  every  march  the  Brigade 
was  in  and  I  was  never  in  a  hospital  and  never  was  in  the  guard 
house;  but  that,  Mr.  President,  was  not  my  fault.  I  have  not  forgot- 
ten the  great  battle  of  Shiloh  where  our  Brigade  lost  582  men,  killed, 
wounded  and  missing  and  one  hundred  dead  on  the  field.  I  have  not 
forgotten  the  first  charge  on  the  morning  of  April  6th,  or  the  last 
charge  in  the  evening,  when  that  last  line  was  formed  on  the  banks 
of  the  Tennessee  River,  when  Beauregard  massed  his  forces  and 
made  charge  after  charge  on  that  line  that  .stood  like  a  wall  of  ada- 
mant and  drove  the  enemy  from  the  field,  i  have  not  foi  gotten  the 
siege  at  Corinth,  nor  the  battle  of  Corinth  and  i  rememl  i  r  \  ell  Ihe 
battles  of  Vicksburg  and  Iuka.  I  remember  the  marches  that  this 
Brigade  made  out  to  Black  River  and  back  up  the  Yazoo  and  down 
again  and  after  the  surrender  of  Vicksburg  when  we  took  that  long 
march  through  Louisiana  to  Monroe  where  we  captured  fever  and 
ague  enough  to  have  killed  a  common  army.  Then  came  that  long 
looked  for  veteran  furlough;  when  we  came  home  to  meet  our  fath- 
ers and  mothers,  brothers  and  sisters  and  our  sweethearts  and  1  cor 
one  met  mine  for  the  first  time  and  have  her  yet  and  have  her  here 
with  me.  After  the  thirty  days'  furlough  I  remember  the  good  boy:-, 
as  we  returned  to  the  front  and  found  again  the  17th  Army  Corps  at 
Big  Shanty.  And  now  Comrades,  Kenesaw  mountain  looms  up  before 
me  as  if  it  was  but  yesterday  with  her  Luge  siege  guns  throwing 
thooe  great  shells  from  the  mountain  into  our  ranks  and  yet  they  did 
l.ot  stop  Crocker's  Iowa  Brigade,  they  took  the  mountain  as  they 
took  everything  else. 

Then  came  the  great  siege  of  Atlanta  where  Crocker's  Iowa  Bri- 
gade was  made  famous  for  its  hard  fighting. 

Who  can  evei  forget  the  22nd  of  July  when  our  nolle  MePher- 
son  fell?  Who  can  forget  the  charge  after  charge  that  was  made  on 
our  noble  Brigade,  with  Geneial  Belknap  waving  Iris  sword  and 
urging  his  men  to  stand  their  ground?  I  have  not  forgotten  when 
the  sixteen  year  old  boy  jumped  into  our  works  and  demanded  our 
surrender  and  General  Belknapp  grabbed  him  from  the  works  and 
told  him  lie  guessed  he  would  keep  him  for  a  pet.  I  might  mention 
many  little  incidents,  to  remind  you  of  heroic  deeds  done  by  out  old 
Brigade. 

Then  came  the  grandest  and  greatest  of  all  ma  relies.  "Sixi> 
miles  in  latitude  three  hundred  to  the  Main"  the  great  march  to 
the  sea.  Before  I  go  further  I  wish  to  speak  of  one  little  incident 
that  happened   to   Colonel   Rood.      You   know    the   Colonel    was   always 
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very  neat  in  his  dress  and  was  always  very  careful   that   he  did  not 
get  those  things  that  we  got,  boys  you  know  what  1  mean. 

One  day  Geneial  Belknap  espied  one  of  them  on  the  shirt  collar 
of  our  then  Acljt.  General  of  the  Brigade  and  the  General  told  him  he 
had  better  get  rid  of  them.  The  Colonel  struck  for  the  woods,  gut 
behind  a  log,  pulled  that  old  shirt  over  his  head,  and  began  tu  pick, 
pick  down  the  seams.  The  general  slipped  up  from  the  other  side  of 
the  log  and  said  "Adjt.  are  you  picking  them  out?"  "Oh,  my  God,  No! 
General,  I  am  taking  them  as  tiny  come,  Mr   and  little." 

You  remember  that  Capt.  Kepler  had  as  fine  a  company  as  there 
was  in  the  13th  Iowa.  And  the  captain  was  great  on  target  practice. 
One  day  he  took  the  Company  out  and  set  up  a  target  five  hundred 
yards  away,  lie  ordered  a  volley  and  they  missed  it.  lie  moved  up 
a  hundred  yards,  ordered  another  volley  and  thev  missed  it  aeain;  he 
kept  moving  up  until  within  era;  hundred  yards,  (hen  he  ordered  an- 
other volley  and  they  missed  it  for  the  fifth  time.  The  Capt;, in,  out 
of  humor,  stepped  to  the  head  of  his  Company,  and  gave  the  com- 
mand, "Fix    buyimets,   charge    the   d m    thing."      That,    my    fellow 

citizens  and  comrades  is  characteristic  of  ;ill  of  Crocker's  Brigade,  if 
they  couldn't  shoot  them  out  of  their  works,  they  char;  ed  them  out. 
1  have  not  forgotten  the  splendid  sweet  potatoes  and  -cod  pork  and 
chickens  and  other  goods  foraged  on  that  march.  Neither  have  1 
forgotten  how  we  pulled  bundles  of  rice  from  the  stacks  around 
Savannah  and  pounded  it  out  in  mortars  to  subsist  on  until  wc  re- 
ceived rations.  I  have  not  forgotten  when  our  Brigade  was  trans- 
ported on  those  little  screw  propellers  from  Savannah  to  Beaufort's 
Bay.  Some  of  our  boys  had  stolen  the  carrots  belonging  to  the  Cap- 
tain of  the  vessel  my  regiment  was  on  and  eat  them  raw.  When  wc 
got  about  half  way  over  a  high  wind  came  up,  those  little  vessels 
pitched  and  rolled  and  jumped;  some  uf  the  boys  threw  up  their  soc!-^ 
and  all  who  had  eaten  the  raw  carrots  threw  them  up.  The  captain 
came  up  on*  deck  and  says,  "Now,  boys,  I  can  tell  who  stole  my  car- 
rots"; but  the  boys  didn't  care,  they  still,  threw  them  up.  1,  myself, 
did  not  get  sick,  but  if  there  was  ever  a  boy  who  was  ready  to  pray 
in  the  army,  it  was  me,  while  I  lay  there  with  my  arms  wrapped 
three  or  four  times  around  the  railing  and  hung  on  for  dear  life.  We 
landed  safely  in  the  morning  and  feasted  for  a  few  days  on  oysters. 
Then  came  the  march  through  the  Carolinas.  The  corduroy  roads 
and  the  pontoon  bridges.  I  remember  the  burning  of  Columbia  by 
the  rebels;  I  remember  that  they  blamed  it  on  Shi/-,  n's  men-,  I 
have  not  forgotten  when  the  fourteen  or  iii'ie,  n  volunteers  placed  the 
13th  Iowa  flag  on  the  Capitol  of  South  v  .olina.  While  in  North 
Carolina,  I  remember  the  message  was  received  announcing  the 
surrender  of  Lee  to  Grant.  I  have  not  forgotten  the  cheer  after 
cheer  which  went  up  from  the  whole  of  Sherman's  army.  Neither 
have  i  forgotten  when  a  few  hours  later  we  received  the  sad  news  of 
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the  assassination  of  President  Abraham  Lincoln.  I  still  remember 
our  inarch  through  Richmond,  after  Lee  had  surrendered.  And  I  al- 
ways will  remember  the  Grand  Review  at  Washington.  Sherman's 
men  ragged,  dirty,  smoked  up  with  pine  knots,  but  their  guns  and 
bavonets  shining  as  we  marched  down  Pennsylvania  avenue;  every 
man  keeping  step  and  the  line  as  straight  as  a  die.  I  want  to  tell 
you  boys  that  I  was  proud  that  day  and  am  yet  that  I  was  a  mem- 
ber of  Crocker's  Brigade.  And  when  the  department  of  Nebraska 
presented  me  with  this  badge  and  the  oak  leaf  set  in  it,  i  was  proud- 
er of  it  than  all   the  diamonds  they  placed  in  it. 

Forty-live  years  have  passed  since  that  great  struggle  and  I  am 
grieved  to  say  it,  after  all  that  carnage  and  blood  shed,  if  we  were  to 
go  to  Washington  today  and  go  into  that  Historic  Hall,  wo  would  see 
General  Leo's  statue  in  his  rebel  uniform  placed  there  by  the  daugh- 
ters of  the  Confederacy,  standing  along  the  side  of  General  Grant, 
which  I  think  is  a  disgrace  to  every  loyal  citizen  of  the  United  Stales; 
and  I  hope  before  this  Brigade  meets  two  years  hence,  that  that  stat- 
ue will  be  relegated  to  the  rear.  And  that  the  authorities  at  Wash- 
ington will  make  it  plain  that  no  man  who  has  taken  his  sword 
against  the  stars  and  stripes  shall  have  his  statue  in  the  Hall  of  Fame. 
Now,  Comrades,  my  fifteen  minutes  are  about  up,  but  I  want  to 
say  just  one  word;  enlisting,  as  we  did  in  our  boyhood  days  and  ser- 
ving together  for  four  long  years,  ties  were  formed  that  can  never 
he  broken  and  God  forbid  that  they  should  and  when  this  Brigade 
meets  again  1  hope  we  may  all  be  able  to  get  together  and  renew  that 
old  comradeship  and  if  I  can't  be  with  you,  I  will  surely  send  you  a 
low  words  of  greeting  and  a  God  bless  you. 
Thank  you. 


President  Hood: 

I  am  going  to  ask  that  you  listen  to  another  of  Wash- 
ington's line  favors.  I  will  present  to  you  Miss  Hefrelfinger 
who  will  sing  for  us. 

Song  by  Miss  Heffelfmger.  (Applause).  Encore  by 
Miss  Hefielfinger  and  Miss  Eilchelberger. 

President  Rood: 

I  shall  not  reflect  upon  the  intelligence  of  this  audience 
by  an  extended  introduction  of  the  next  speaker,  born  on 
Iowa  soil  and  reared  with  us,  he  is  an  orator  of  great 
strength  and  beauty,  who  used  his  powers  of  speech  ever  in 
noble  and  true  things.  I  take  pleasure  in  introducing  to 
this  audience,  the  Honorable  Robert  G.  Cousins,  who  will 
deliver  his  splendid  address  on  Lincoln. 

Address  by  Mr.  Cousins. 
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President  Rood: 

Let  me  remind  the  audience  that  it  is  not  late.  We 
have  another  number  and  one  or  two  other  things  to  do  and 
I  am  sure  you  will  be  entertained  and  gratified.  1  am  going 
to  ask  Mrs.  Cheek  to  come  forward  and  relieve  the  delight- 
ful tension  of  this  great  oration  by  a  rollicking  song.  I  do 
not  know  what  it  will  be.    Come,  Mrs.  Cheek  and    give    it 

to  us. 

■ 

Mrs.  Cheek: 

I  am  going  to  sing  The  Battle  Hymn  of  the  Republic 
and  I  want  everyone  to  join  in  the  chorus. 

Mrs.  Cheek  sings  song;  audience  joins  in  the  chorus. 
(Applause). 

President  Rood: 

In  Company  "E"  of  the  15th  Iowa  on  the  morning  of 
the  21st  of  July,  at  Atlanta,  in  one  uf  those  gallant  charges 
which  made  the  name  of  this  Brigade  immortal,  a  young 
soldier  kneeling  and  firing  was  struck  by  a  bullet  from 
the  enemy  and  was  terribly  wounded  so  that  thereafter  he 
was  discharged  from  the  war. 

1  take  pleasure  in  introducing  to  you  that  Comrade,  J. 
W.  Cheney. 

Address  by  Comrade  Cheney. 

So  far  as  attendance  at  these  reunions  is  concerned  1  am  a  new 
recruit)  and  should  have  been  drilled  in  the  awkward  squad  awhile 
before  being-  detailed  for  so  important  a  duty  as  this.  Some  years 
ago,  while  upon  an  urgent  business  trip,  I  passed  through  the  place 
where  you  were  holding  a  reunion  and  stopped  over  one  train;  was 
with  you  at  the  camp  fire  and  in  the  parade  the  next  morning,  but 
this  is  the  first  reunion  of  our  Brigade  that  I  have  attended  intention- 
ally. You  think  that  does  not  show  much  loyalty  to  the  brigade,  but 
I  ask  you  not  to  condemn  me  without  a  hearing.  I  have  had  what  I 
think  were  justifiable  reasons  for  my  conduct.  A  certain  lawyer  once 
told  the  court  that  he  was  unable  to  produce  art  important  witness, 
and  when  the  judge  asked  him  "why",  he  rcpied,  "For  several  reas- 
ons, the  first  one  is  that  the  witness  is  dead,"  whereupon  the  Judge 
said  "Well,  that  reason  alone  seems  to  me  sufficient,  you  need  not 
state  the  others."  So  I  could  not  attend  these  reunions,  for  some- 
time, because  I  was  dead,  and  I  can  prove  it.  There  is  extant  a  book 
which  claims  to  be  a   history  of  the   1 5th   Iowa,  to  which   regiment  I 
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belonged.  Among  many  other  interesting  things  it  contained  a  "Roll 
of  Survivors"  of  the  regiment  at  the  time  the  book  was  compiled,  but 
my  name  was  not  on  that  roll,  and  the  fair  inference  is  that  I  was 
dead.  Now,  about  that  time  I  was  in  Missouri,  and  I  suppose  the 
Comrade  who  compiled  the  roll  of  my  company  thought  that  any 
man  who  left  the  fair  state  of  Iowa  and  went  to  benighted  Missouri 
was  as  good  as  dead  anyhow,  and  .should  be  so  considered.  As  I  was 
in  Missouri  seventeen  years,  I  must  have  been  dead  that  long,  and 
had  a  good  excuse  for  not  attending  the  brigade  reunions. 

But  how  do  I  come  to  be  alive  and  with  you  now?  1  do  not  claim 
to  have  been  restored  to  life  by  miraculous  power;  my  resuscitation 
may  be  explained  on  scientific  principles,  there  may  be  degrees  of 
dcadness,  some  of  which  are  not  hopeless.  This  fact  1  learned  a  few 
years  ago  while  on  a  farm  adjoining  town.  One  day  a  very  nice 
young  lady  telephoned  us  that  her  family  wanted  a  couple  of  spring 
chickens,  and  that  she  would  call  for  them  in  the  evening,  which  she 
did.  When  the  chickens  were  produced,  she  threw  up  her  hands  in 
amazement  and  exclaimed,  "Oh!  they  are  alive  are  they?"  "Yes" 
said  my  wife,  "do  you  want  them  dead?"  And  the  young  lady  said 
with  much  emphasis,  "Yes,  1  want  them  dead,  and  I  want  them  very 
dead."  Although  1  was  in  Missouri  seventeen  years,  I  was  not  very 
dead,  and  was  finally  able  to  get  back  to  Iowa.  And  I  now  submit 
this  proposition  to  you:  If  I  was  justly  reckoned  to  be  dead  unto  the 
brigade  because  1  went  to  Missouri,  surely  1  should  be  reckoned  alive 
to  it,  now  that  1  have  come  back  to  Iowa;  another  reason  is  that  I  am 
so  deaf  that  I  cannot  hear  public  exercises  at  all,  and  have  great  dif- 
ficulty in  conversing  with  single  individuals;  and  I  protest  that  I  am 
loyal  to  the  Brigade;  while  I  arn  proud  of  the  fact  that  1  belonged  to 
Company  E,  15th  Iowa,  I  glory  most  in  having  belonged  to  the  Crock- 
er Brigade.  One  reason  for  this  may  be  that  I  served  with  the  Bri- 
gade before  I  served  with  my  company  and  regiment. 

Perhaps  that  statement  needs  explanation.  When  most  of  the 
old  soldiers  reenlisted  and  came  home  on  veteran  furlough,  early  in 
18G4,  the  non-veterans  and  recruits  of  the  several  regiments  of  the 
brigade  were  temporarily  consolidated  into  a  battalion,  commanded 
by  the  Hungarian  Major,  Pomutz,  of  the  15th  regiment,  I  enlisted 
about  that  time  and  reached  the  brigade  battalion  at  Cairo  and  serv- 
ed with  it  until  we  came  to  Huntsville,  Alabama,  when  the  returned 
veterans  came  up  to  us,  and  the  battalion  was  distributed  to  its  re- 
spective regiments  and  companies. 

Now,  I  shall  not  inflict  a  speech  upon  you,  but  will  relate  two 
little  incidents  which  occurred  on  our  march  from  Clifton,  Tennessee, 
to  Huntsville,  Alabama,  while  serving  in  the  battalion.  One  beauti- 
ful afternoon  we  came  to  a  creek,  the  trains  and  mounted  men  forded 
it,  but  just  above  the  ford,  where  the  stream  was  narrow  and  the 
banks  high  the  infantry  crossed  on  a  foot-log.     While  doing  so,  one 
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man  lost  his  balance  and  fell  into  the  creek;  the  water  was  only  aouuc 
three  feet  deep,  but  he  struck  it  in  the  attitude  of  a  -squatter  sov- 
ereign and  went  clear  under.  Of  course  his  comrades  extended  the 
usual  soldier  sympathy  of  laughter  and  jeers,  suitable  to  such  trifling 
mishaps,  but  he  had  sweet  revenge  in  a  short  time;  for  about  dusk 
there  came  up  a  typical  thunder  storm,  and  we  were  soon  .soaking  wet 
and  splashing  along  in  the  mud  and  water.  It  was  quite  dark  when 
we  halted  for  the  night.  The  storm  had  abated,  but  the  lightning 
continued  and  enabled  us  to  make  our  way  about. 

As  you  all  know  our  Major  was  quite  a  stickler  for  military 
routine,  but  on  this  occasion  the  rain  seemed  to  have  taken  the  starch 
out  of  him  and  so  mollified  his  usual  temper  that,  when  we  had  stack- 
ed arms,  he  said,  "Now  men,  you  yoost  schltiep  where  you  can  find 
the  basht  place.  Break  ranks."  I  then  struck  out  and  came  to  a 
small  lot,  in  which  was  a  dilapidated  old  stable,  which  must  have  been 
built  after  Columbus  discovered  America;  and  in  the  stable  was  a 
poor,  old  white  horse.  I  pulled  two  boards  oil'  the  stable,  my  purpose 
being  to  have  them  between  me  and  mother  mud  >vhen  I  lay  down  to 
sleep.  Just  before  reaching  the  place  where  we  had  stacked  arms,  a 
bright  flash  of  lightning  showed  me  face  to  lace  with  my  messmate, 
Cy  Jamison,  who  said,  "Hello!  I've  found  a  good  place  to  sleep,  come 
on." 

1  turned  and  followed  him  until  we  came  to  a  comparatively  new 
frame  church,  which  was  already  full  of  men,  the  pulpit,  the  aisles 
and  the  pews  crowded  to  their  utmost  capacity.  Whether  that  church 
was  ordinarily  well  supplied  with  "pillows"  or  not  it  certainly  did  not 
lack  for  "sleepers"  that  night.  I  saw  no  good  place  to  sleep  hut  Cy 
pointed  out-  the  fact  that  the  building  was  on  sloping  ground  and 
rested  on  stone  pillars  instead  of  a  solid  foundation  wall,  and  that 
we  could  sleep  under  it.  Leaving  Cy  to  watch  the  boards,  I  hurried 
back  to  the  stable  to  get  a  couple  more.  I  had  been  gone  only  a  few 
minutes,  but  when  I  got  there  every  board  was  oil'  and  gone,  and  the 
old  horse  was  walking  about  the  lot,  and,  as  there  was  no  weather 
boarding  on  his  gaunt  frame,  I  went  back  empty  handed.  Cy  and  my- 
self slept  under  the  church  and  managed  to  make  the  boards  do  for 
both  of  us  by  sleeping  on  edge,  back  to  back,  and  we  came  out  in 
fairly  good  shape.  Many  others  slept  there  too;  it  was  du^ty  under 
the  house,  and  most  of  the  men  lay  down  in  it  in  their  wet  clothes. 
They  came  out  next  morning  looking  very  much  like  a  lot  of  hogs 
that  had  wallowed  in  the  mud  and  then  dried  in  the  sun. 

0<ne  other  day  in  the  forenoon,  as  we  were  marching  along  a 
dusty  road,  we  heard  a  great  commotion  in  the  rear,  ami,  looking  back 
we  saw  our  men  falling  out  on  either  side  of  the  road  to  clear  the 
way  for  a  detachment  of  cavalry,  which  went  by  on  the  gallop;  at  the 
rear  of  the  column  were  a  lot  of  darky  cooks,  mounted  on  mules  and 
inferior  horses  with  numerous  frying  pans  and  coffee' pots  tied  on  be 
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fore  and  behind  them,  clattering  and  thumping-  the  sides  of  their 
mounts;  the  darkies  were  using-  their  heels  for  spurs,  and  wildly  flop- 
ping their  arms  in  the  effort  to  keep  up  with  the  column.  When  the 
<  rivalry  kicked  up  such  a  dust  as  that  we  knew  something  had  hap- 
pened or  was  going  to  happen,  according  to  the  direction  in  which 
l hey  were  going.  By  the  way,  I  was  introduced  to  a  man  yesterday 
who  did  not.  belong  to  our  Brigade,  but  wore  a  bronze  button;  he  look- 
ed at  me  with  a  merry  twinkle  in  his  eye  and  said,  "I  wasn't  in  the 
army;  I  was  in  the  cavalry."  That  man's  creed  is  that  "an  honest 
confession  is  good  for  the  soul,"  and  he  was  trying  to  live  up  to  it. 
We  must  have  a  little  fling  at  the  cavalry  now  and  then  for  they  do 
i lie  same  by  us.  In  this  case  they  had  met  the  rebel  cavalry  under 
Ruddy,  who  outnumbered  and  worsted  them.  Soon  the  word  passed 
down  our  line  that  Roddy  might  be  making  for  Prospect  Hill  to  de- 
stroy the  pontoon  bridge  over  Elk  River  before  we  reached  it;  and 
the  rest  of  the  day  we  were  marched  to  the  limit  of  endurance  and 
reached  the  objective  point  at  nightfall.  It  was  said  that  we  had 
marched  thirty-one  miles  that  day;  and  if  someone  had  said  it  was 
sixty-one  miles,  I  was  in  a  condition  of  body  and  frame  of  mind  to 
have  believed  it. 

The  next  morning  before  the  peep  of  day,  we  were  hurriedly 
aroused  and  ordered  into  line,  not  even  being  allowed  time  to  roll  up 
our  blankets,  on  the  supposition  that  Roddy  might  attack  at  daybreak. 
The  major  took  his  place  twenty  paces  in  front  of  the  line,  and  stood 
there  motionless  as  a  statue,  his  back  toward  us,  and  his  face  toward 
the  expected  foe.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  we  soon  became  disgust- 
ed with  the  situation,  and  our  disgust  deepened  when  it  began  to  rain 
lightly,  and  we  had  to  stand  there  and  see  our  blankets  getting  wet. 
So  we  stood  until  it  became  unbearable  and  the  men  began  to  mutter 
their  discontent.  Presently  one  man  expressed  his  feelings  "in  blank 
verse,"  as   the  Japanese  student  describes  it,  by  saying,  "This  is    a 

pretty  breakfast  we  are  getting"!  But  he  put  more  force  into 

it  than  he  intended;  the  words  reached  the  Major's  ears;  and  he 
made  the  "right  about,  face,"  with  military  precision  and  strode  to- 
ward us,  saying  as  he  came,  "Who  was  it  said  them  words?"  "Let 
him  step  to  the  front,  I  will  rid  him  right  out!"  His  invitation  was 
not  accepted,  and  he  then  said,  "Lieutenant,  it  was  in  your  Company 
the  man  spoke,  you  will  find  him."  The  Lieutenant  repeated  the 
Major's  request,  but  no  man  stepped  forward,  having  a  Major's  cor- 
dial invitation  it  was  not  to  be  expected  that  the  man  world  accept 
that  of  a  mere  Lieutenant.  When  the  latter  reported  his  failure  the 
Major  said,  "You  will  go  along  the  line  and  ask  each  man  if  it  was 
him."  The  Lietenant  by  no  means  enjoyed  the  job,  but  he  obeyed  so 
far  as  to  ask  each  man  in  the  front  rank,  receiving  a  negative  answer 
from  each  one  and  then  reported;  but  the  Major's  wrath  continued  at 
white  heat  and  he  said  "You  will  ask  the  rear  rank  too."     The  poor 


6(3  CROCKER'S   IOWA  BRIGADE 

Lietuenant  obeyed,  but  with  the  same  result.  Evidently  the  man 
who  was  wanted  had  never  read  the  story  of  George  Washing-ton 
and  his  little  hatchet,  or  had  forgotten  all  about  it.  The  Major  was 
baffled,  but  he  fired  one  more  shot,  saying  "it  was  in  the  Company 
the  man  said  them  words,  and  some  one  of  you  know  who  it  is.  He  is 
a  coward.  You  watch  him  and  by  and  by,  when  we  get  into  a  little 
bum  bum,  you  will  see  him  limping  to  the  rear,  saying  'Captain,  my 
foot  is  sore!'  " 

Now,  some  of  you  who  were  on  the  march  may  not  remember  the 
incident  at  all,  or  more  likely  still,  you  do  not  remember  them  as  1 
have  told  them.  That  is  not  strange,  men  rarely,  if  ever,  see  things 
alike,  and  with  the  lapse  of  years  there  is  also  a  lapse  of  memory. 
We  must  therefore  relate  things  to  the  best  of  our  knowledge  and  be- 
lief; which  is  all  the  law  asks  of  a  witness. 

In  an  early  day,  a  backwoods  preacher  said  something  about 
"When  Jonah  was  in  the  Ark,"  and  when  the  meeting  was  dismissed 
a  brother  said  to  him,  "Parson,  you  don't  mean  to  say  that  Jonah  was 
in  the  ark?"  But  the  Parson  stoutly  replied,  "Well,  he  was  thar,  or 
thar-a-bouts." 

So  don't  discredit  my  story  utterly  and  say  I  faked  the  whole 
tiling,  but  give  me  credit  for  having  been  "Thar  or  thar-a-bouts,"  and 
I  shall  be  satisfied. 


President  Rood : 

Now,  my  friends,  the  clock  over  there  just  struck  ten. 
If  you  were  out  to  a  good  show  you  would  stay  another 
hour.  We  are  going  to  have  some  good  music.  We  have 
two  or  three  gallant  soldiers  on  the  platform  and  I  want 
you,  every  man,  woman,  and  child  to  stay  until  I  have  in- 
troduced you  to  all  of  them.  We  are  going  to  have  a  Glee 
Club  on  both  sides  of  this  stage.  Nowr  we  will  have  some- 
thing from  the  Glee  Club  we  have  on  this  side  of  the  stage. 

Glee  Club  song.  (Applause).  Encore  by  three  mem- 
bers.    (Great  applause). 

President  Rood : 

You  didn't  know  what  a  vaudeville  we  had  caged  in 
there  did  you  ? 

Now,  Comrades  of  the  Brigade,  I  am  bringing  forward 
here  that  sturdy  old  soldier  of  the  8th  Iowa  who  stood  with 
his  Comrades  at  the  very  key  of  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  well 
along  in  years,  but  sturdy  in  spirit.  We  want  you  to  re- 
joice with  him.    The  Brigade  salutes  you  Colonel  Bell. 
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Colonel  Bell  gives  short  talk. 
President  Hood : 

I  am  going  to  make  two  other  introductions,  but  there 
is  something  else  to  come  between.  There  have  been  so 
many  requests  for  the  Echo  song  that  not-with-standing, 
Mrs.  Check  has  been  so  generous  with  her  voice,  I  am  going 
to  ask  her  to  sing  it. 
Airs.  Cheek : 

Will  you  never  tire  ol*  it?  Seems  as  it  you  should  after 
forty  years.     (Applause). 

Song. 
President  Rood : 

Comrades  of  the  Brigade,  a  long  time  friend  of  mine, 
one  of  the  most  honored  citizens  of  this  city,  a  gallant  sol- 
dier in  the  25th  Iowa,  long  a  member  of  the  State  Legisla- 
ture and  State  Senate,  1  am  going  to  introduce  to  you  that 
spendid  citizen  of  Washington,  Captain  Alexander  Young. 

Captain  Young  gives  a  short  talk. 
President  Rood: 

Now,  there  is  another  Washington  County  soldier  I 
want  to  introduce  to  our  boys,  because  there  are  more  men 
that  know  Colonel  D.  J.  Palmer,  than  any  one  man.  I  am 
going  to  compel  him  to  come  out  and  introduce  hime  to  our 
old  friends. 

Colonel  Palmer  gives  short  talk. 

President  Rood: 

Now,  my  Washington  friends,  we  have  done  everything 
for  you  that  we  could,  to  show  our  appreciation  of  your 
great  kindness.  Now  Mrs.  Cheek  is  going  to  sing  two  verses 
of  the  most  suitable  thing  for  this  time  of  night.  Now  I 
want  you  all  to  keep  still  afterward  while  the  bugle  sounds 
and  the  hag  comes  down.  We  will  all  join  in  singing  The 
Star  Spangled  Banner. 

Song. 

Bugle  and  lowering  of  the  Flag. 
President  Rood: 

When  Mrs.  Cheek  sings  America  the  audience  will 
disperse. 

Tattoo. 

Taps. 

Adjourned. 
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REPORTS  OF  REGIMENTAL  MEETINGS. 


Joint  Resolutions  15th  and  Kith  Iowa,  at  Clinton,  Iowa. 

The  following  action  was  taken  by  the  Regimental  As- 
sociations of  the  15th  and  16th  Iowa  during  their  joint 
meeting  held  at  Clinton,  Iowa,  September  26th,  1906. 

Colonel  John  Henry  Smith,  President  of  the  16th  Iowa 
Infantry  Association,  was  called  upon  to  preside  over  the 
joint  meeting  of  the  survivors  of  the  15th  and  16th  Iowa  In- 
fantry. The  Committee  reported  the  following  resolutions, 
which,  on  motion  of  Capt.  S.  Rynearson,  President  of  the 
15th  Iowa  Infantry  Association,  seconded  by  fifty  members 
of  each  regiment,  were  adopted  unanimously  and  enthus- 
iastically by  a  standing  vote: 

Headquarters  15th  and  16th  Regiments  Iov/a  Veteran  In- 
fantry Association,  Crocker's  Iowa  Brigade,  Assembled 
in  its  Thirteenth  Biennial  Reunion  at  Clinton,  la., 
September  26th,  1906. 

To  the  patriotic  people  of  Iowa:  The  fathers  and  moth- 
ers who  sent  their  sons  to  battle  in  defense  of  the  Nation 
and  Flag  during  the  long  years  of  the  Great  War,  from  1861 
to  1866. 

Greeting. 

Whereas:  On  April  6th,  1862,  the  15th  and  16th  Regi- 
ments Iowa  Infantry,  did  their  duty  on  the  battlefield  of 
Shiloh,  Tennessee.  Their  history  in  that  battle  was  made, 
reported,  accepted  and  approved,  at  the  time,  and  for  forty 
years  thereafter.  It  was  not  until  the  year  1901,  when  the 
Shiloh  National  Commission,  seemingly,  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  it  to  establish  a  symmetrical  line  of  monuments, 
demanded  the  sacrifice  of  our  fighting  time,  a  vital  part  of 
our  official  record,  and  the  only  record  on  earth,  to  in  any 
manner  show  that  those  two  regiments  were  in  the  battle 
of  Shiloh  at  all.     This  of  course  we  could  not  allow.     We 
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knew  our  recorded  time  was  absolutely  true.     None  could 
possibly  know  better  than  the  officers  who  made  the  offic- 
ial reports,  and  the  officers  and  men  who  were  on  the  spot, 
did  the  fighting  and  made  the  record.     As  in  1861,  so     we 
still  believed  in  the  legend  on  the  Great  Seal  of  our  beloved 
state;  viz.,  "Our  liberties  we  prize,  and  our  rights  we    will 
maintain."    We  at  once  appealed  to  the  Iowa  Shiloh    Com- 
mission and  Governor  Cummins.     The  Commission  investi- 
gated our  claims,  and  when  satisfied  we  were  right,     they 
officially  requested  the  Governor  to  make  careful  investi- 
gation, and  prosecute  to  successful    conclusion,     if    Iowa's 
War  Record  was  being  ignored.     Governor  Cummins,  after 
rig-id  examination  of  all  records  bearing  on  our  case,     be- 
came fully  convinced  a  great  wrong  was  being  done     the 
historical  data  of  these  two  Iowa  regiments  and  the     state 
as  well.    He  immediately  took  our  defense  before  the  Shiloh 
National  Commission,  and  then  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 
He  appeared  with  fact  and  argument  unanswerable.  At  Gov- 
ernor Cummins'  request,  the  entire  Iowa  delegation  in  Con- 
gress gladly  came  to  our  assistance.    When  their  attention 
v<as  called  to  the  gross  injustice  being  done  Iowa's  War  His- 
tory, with  one  accord  they  appealed  to  the    Secretary    of 
War.     Senators  Allison  and  Dolliver,     Secretary     of     the 
Treasury,  Leslie  M.  Shaw,  Representative  Walter    I.  Smith, 
of  the  9th  Iowa  Congressional  District,  Captain  Hull,  of  the 
7th,  and  Major  Lacey  of  the  6th,  each  made  personal  calls 
on  the  Secretary  of  War,  urging  the  approval  of  our  just 
temands.    We  are  happy  to  say  that  the  combined  efforts 
of  these  true  and  patriotic  citizens  of  Iowa,  friends  of    the 
soldier  and  soldier  record,  proved  successful  in  securing 
just  what  the  survivors  of  these  two  regiments  have  been 
contending  for.     Thus,  after  live  years'  fighting  over     the 
second  battle  of  Shiloh,  the  Iowa  troops,  always  in  the  right, 
came  out  victorious.    Therefore,  be  it  resolved: 

That  the  most  sincere  thanks  and  heartfelt  expressions 
of  gratitude  of  the  survivors  of  the  15th  and  16th  Iowa  Vet- 
eran Volunteers,  are  hereby  tendered  to  those  members  of 
the  Iowa  Shiloh  Commission  who  so  nobly  stood  with  us  to 
the  end  of  the  fight.    To  Governor  Cummins,  for  his  heroic 
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j&nd  unflinching  determination  that  our  right  should  be 
maintained:  To  Senators  Allison  and  DoTIiver,  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  Shaw,  to  Representatives  Smith,  Hull  and 
Lacey,  for  their  active  interest  and  personal  calls  on  the 
Secretary  of  War,  and  to  every  member  of  the  Iowa  Dele- 
gation in  Congress,  all  of  whom  responded  so  cheerfully  and 
determinedly  in  our  behalf.  So  true  to  Iowa's  recorded  his- 
tory and  Iowa  interests  were  all  of  these  gentlemen,  we  feel 
warranted  in  believing  they  will  receive  the  plaudits  they 
deserve,  of  all  Iowa  soldiers  and  citizens  who  deem  import- 
ant the  upholding  and  defending  the  sacred  and  blood- 
bought  record  of  the  Iowa  soldiery  from  1SG1  to  1865. 

Resolved:  That  these  resolutions  are  an  important 
part  of  the  proceedings  of  the  15th  and  16th  Iowa  Regimen- 
tal Associations  at  this  Reunion,  and  that  they  be  printed  in 
the  next  Journal  of  our  Brigade  Association,  as  of  the  the 
proceedings  of  our  Brigade  and  Regimental  Reunion  at 
Clinton,  Iowa,  on  September  26th  and  27th,  1906. 

Resolved:  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  for- 
warded to  those  members  of  the  Iowa  Shiloh  Commission, 
who  stood  so  nobly  by  us,  Governor  A.  B.  Cummins,  our 
Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress,  and  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  L.  M.  Shaw. 

By  the  Joint  Committee  of  the  15th  and  16th  Iowa  In- 
fantry Association. 

H.  C.  McArthur,  Chairman,  15th  Iowa  Infantry. 

Loren  S.  Tyler,  SecTy.,  15th  Iowa  Infantry. 

J.  W.  Cheek,  15th  Iowa  Infantry. 

C.  W.  Fracker,  16th  Iowa  Infantry. 

Jonathan  L.  Miller,  16th  Iowa  Infantry. 

J.  B.  Lawrence,  16th  Iowa  Infantry. 

Eleventh  Iowa. 

Washington,  Iowa,  September  14,  1910. 

The  Eleventh  Iowa  Infantry  met  in  accordance     with 

previous  notice  with  Captain  Lemon  in  the  chair.  I.  N.  Can 

was  elected  secretary-treasurer  in  place  of  M.  G.  Wiggins, 

who  is  seriously  indisposed.     A  letter  from  Comrade  Wig- 
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gins,  written  by  his  daughter,  was  read  by  the  chairman 
and  a  motion  prevailed  to  send  a  paid  telegram  to  him,  ex- 
pressing the  sorrow  of  the  Regiment  for  his  sad  calamity. 
A  report  of  the  secretary-treasurer  was  read.  He  had  paid 
for  stamps  and  envelopes,  $5.94;  for  printing  circulars,  $3.- 
50;  total  expended,  $9.44;  balance  on  hand  $1.15.  The  re- 
port was  approved.  A  letter  from  Comrade  A.  C.  Merril, 
San  Jose,  California,  was  read.  A  letter  from  II.  S.  Ayers 
was  turned  over  to  his  Company.  A  letter  of  regrets  was 
read  from  Comrade  Lyman  Banks,  Seattle,  Washington.  A 
letter  was  read  from  Mrs.  Anna  M.  Kittle,  wife  of  Sergeant 
Kittle  of  Company  I.  A  list  of  unclaimed  letters  was  read 
by  the  chairman.  Comrade  Tedford  pronounced  a  touching 
and  appropriate  eulogy  on  the  death  of  Comrades  John 
Cochran  and  J.  R.  Pax  ton,  both  of  Company  F.  J.  VV.  Lind- 
ville's  address  reported  changed  from  Utica  to  Luden,  N. 
Y. ;  James  Monahan  to  St.  Cloud,  Florida;  Asa  Buttman, 
Company  C,  to  Watsonville,  California;  Alex  McCavley,  in 
Columbia  City,  Oregon;  John  W.  Card,  Company  1,  address 
is  Soldiers'  Home,  Hot  Springs,  South  Dakota;  T.  A.  Mor- 
row, Company  F,  address  is  1206  VV.  lth  St.,  Sioux  City,  la. 
Election  of  officers  being  next  in  order,  Captain  C.  Lemon 
was  unanimously  elected  president.  A  call  for  funds  re- 
sulted in  a  collection  of  $1 1.27  which  with  a  balance  of  $1.15 
from  Captain  Lemon,  was  turned  over  to  the  secretary. 
I.  N.  Carr,  Secretary-Treasurer, 

Wellman,  Iowa. 

Thirteenth  Iowa. 

Phoenix  Hall,  Washington,  Iowa,  September  11,  1910. 

The  Biennial  meeting  of  the  loth  Iowa  Regimental  As- 
sociation was  presided  over  by  the  president,  Capt.  J.  T. 
Parker. 

On  motion  the  reading  of  the  minutes  of  the  last  meet- 
ing was  dispensed  with. 

On  motion  the  following  officers  were  elected  for  the 
ensuing  two  years:  Capt.  J.  T.  Parker,  President;  Capt. 
Wm.  A.  Shirk;  Vice-President;  1).  J.  Eichelberger,  Secre- 
tary and  Treasurer. 
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On  motion  adjourned  to  meet  in  two  years  hence. 

D.  J.  Etehelberger,  Secretary. 
Capt.  J.  T.  Parker,  President. 


Fifteenth  Iowa. 

Headquarters   15th   Iowa  Veteran   Infantry   Association, 
Washington,  Iowa,  September  14th,  1910. 

About  fifty  survivors  of  our  Regiment  were  present  at 
2:45  p.  m.  when  the  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Presi- 
dent William  P.  L.  Muir. 

The  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  II.  C.  Mc Arthur,  being 
absent,  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  L.  S.  Tyler,  acted  as 
Secretary,  and  read  the  minutes  of  the  last  reunion  at  Osk- 
aloosa,  on  September  9,  1908,  which  were  approved  and  or- 
dered placed  on  record. 

He  then  read  the  following: 

Washington,  Iowa,  September  14th,   1910. 
To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  15th  Iowa  Association: 
Comrades:     Herewith  I  hand  you  my  report  as  Treas- 
urer of  our  Asssociation  from  September  9th,  1908,  to  Sep- 
tember 14th,  1910. 

September  9,  1908,  to  Cash  on  hand $15.12 

September  10,  1908.    To  Collections    re- 
ceived from  Acting  Secretary  Tyler   ....$11.50 

March  30,  1909.    By  cash    to    American 
Consul-General  at  St.    Petersburg    to 
keep  in  order  the  grave  of  our  last  Com- 
mander, General  George  Pomutz $  6.00 

July-Sept.  1910.    By  expense  postage 

Secretary  and  Treasurer .80 

May-Sept.,  1910.     By    expense  postage 

Corresponding  Secretary     2.00 

Sept.  14,  1910.    Cash  on  hand  to  balance  .  .  .  17.82 

$26.02     $26.62 

Sept.  14,  1910.    To  Cash  on  hand  last  report,  $17.82. 
Respectfully  submitted, 
H.  C.  McArthur,  Treas.  15th  Iowa  Regimental  Association. 
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Comrade  Ed.  C.  Evans  of  Company  A  moved  that  the 
report  be  approved  and  ordered  on  record.    Carried. 

The  Secretary  read  the  following  letter,  which  the 
Treasurer  had  enclosed  with  his  report. 

American  Consular  Service,  St.   Petersburg,  Russia, 

April  19,  1909. 
Major  McArthur, 

Care  State  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Dear  Sir:  In  compliance  with  instruction,  this  day  re- 
ceived from  Consul  James  W.  Ragsdale,  in  his  letter  dated 
Washington,  April  6th,  a.  c,  1  have  paid  15  roubles  to  the 
Sexton  of  the  Smolensky  cemetery  of  this  city,  for  taking 
care  of  the  grave  of  General  George  Pomutz,  formerly  Con- 
sul-General at  St.  Petersburg,  and  beg  to  transmit  herewith 
enclosed  two  receipts  of  said  Sexton.  You  will  please  note 
that  one  receipt  is  tor  6  roubles  and  covers  a  period  of  from 
September  1st,  1908,  to  September  1st,  1909,  ami  another 
is  for  9  roubles  for  services  to  be  rendered  from  September 
1,  1909,  to  September  1,  1910.  The  rate  for  caring  for 
graves  having  been  increased,  the  annual  payment  will 
hereafter  be  9  roubles  instead  of  6  roubles,  as  heretofore.  1 
have  the  honor  to  request  you,  therefore,  to  either  send  me 
the  balance  of  3  roubles,  or  to  pay  the  amount  to  Mr.  Rags- 
dale,  if  you  have  occasion  to  see  him. 
Respectfully, 

(Mrs.)  II.  A.  Loviaguine,  Clerk. 

Comrade  R.  H.  Dickson,  Company  C,  moved  that  the 
Treasurer  be  ordered  to  pay  the  balance  due  of  3  roubles 
($1.50)  and  also  9  roubles  ($1.50)  for  the  ensuing  year.  The 
motion  was  carried. 

Comrade  O.  E.  Stewart,  Company  E,  spoke  on  making 
one  payment  for  the  perpetual  care  of  the  grave  of  General 
Pomutz. 

Comrade  J.  W.  Cheek,  Company  G,  moved  that  Secre- 
tary McArthur  correspond  with  our  Consul  General  at  St. 
Petersburg  and  ascertain  the  cost  of  perpetual  care,  and  re- 
port same  at  our  next  reunion. 

The  motion  was  accepted. 
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Captain  C.  E.  Lanstrom,  Company  B,  moved  that  a 
committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  nominate  officers  for 
the  coming  term,  and  a  vice  president  from  the  Regiment 
of  the  Brigade  Association.  Carried.  And  the  president 
appointed  Captain  C.  E.  Lanstrom,  Company  B,  Coirirade 
George  Keasling,  Company  C,  and  Surgeon  W.  W.  Nelson, 
said  committee. 

Comrade  0.  E.  Stewart  read  Comrade  J.  W.  Cheney's 
new  roll  of  Company  E,  and  asked  all  present  to  report  any 
changes  they  were  positive  about. 

The  Secretary  then  read  the  roll  he  had  made  of  the 
men  who  have  been  reported,  ''Mustered  Out,"  since  our 
last  reunion  at  Oskaloosa,  September  9  and  10,  1908,  82  in 
number. 

Comrade  J.  VV.  Check,  Company  G,  suggested  that  a 
collection  be  taken  up,  and  Comrade  C.  W.  Kitchell,  Com- 
pany G,  was  appointed  Collector  by  the  President,  lie  soon 
after  reported  that  ten  dallars  had  been  chipped  in,  which 
was  handed  to  the  Secretary  to  be  sent  to  our  Treasurer. 

A  motion  was  made,  and  unanimously  carried.  That 
there  was  but  one  proper  place  to  carry  the  Flag  of  the  Reg- 
iment, and  that  hereafter  this  Regiment  when  on  a  march 
or  in  any  parade  carry  their  Flag  in  the  center  of  the  Regi- 
ment, just  as  we  did  during  the  war,  and  according  to  army 
regulations. 

The  committee  to  nominate  officers  for  the  ensuing 
term  reported:  For  President,  Major  W.  P.  L.  Muir,  Com- 
pany E,  of  Bonaparte,  Iowa;  Vice-President,  Lieut.  David 
E.  King,  Company  B,  of  Adel,  Iowa;  Secretary  and  Treasur- 
er, Major  H.  C.  McArthur,  Company  H,  of  Washington,  D. 
C. ;  Cor.  Secretary,  L.  S.  Tyler,  Company  H,  of  Keokuk,  la. ; 
Vice-President  of  the  Brigade  Association  from  the  15th 
Regiment,  Capt.  C.  E.  Lanstrom,  Company  B,  of  Galesburg, 
Illinois. 

And  they  were  all  unanimously  elected. 

After  several  short  talks  by  a  number  of  Comrades, 
no  further  business  appearing,  the  meeting  adjourned. 

Wm.  P.  L.  Muir,  President. 
L.  S.  Tyler,  Acting  Secretary. 
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16th  Regimental  Association  met  at  G.  A.  R.  Hall,  Washing- 
ton, Iowa,  September  14,  1910. 

Capt.  W.  L.  Kissick,  president,  in  the  chair.  Lieut.  B. 
Knoefful,  vice-president.  The  death  of  Gilbert  B.  Pray, 
secretary,  was  reported.  John  Hayes  was  elected  secretary 
pro  tern. 

Unclaimed  letters  received  by  Brigade  Corresponding 
Secretary  were  considered  and  record  of  deaths  were  noted, 
being  15  in  number. 

Officers  were  elected  as  follows:  President,  VV.  L.  Kis- 
sick; Vice-President,  B.  Knoefful;  Secretary,  Joseph  Mur- 
ray; Capt.  C.  W.  Fracker  was  recommended  as  Vice-Presi- 
dent representing  the  16th  Regiment. 

On  motion  adjourned. 

Joseph  Murray,  Secretary. 
W.  L.  Kissick,  Secretary. 
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IN  MEMORIAM, 


Lieutenant  Colonel  Justin  Charles  Kennedy. 

Born,  Henrietta,  Monroe  County,  New  York,  February 
13,  1832.  Died,  National  Home,  Milwaukee,  May  30,  1909, 
10:10  p.m.    Buried,  Elgin,  111. 

Military  Record. 

1st.  Lieut.  Co.  A,  13th  Iowa  Infantry,  Oct.  18,  1861. 
Captain  Co.  A,  13th  Iowa  Infantry,  April  20,  1862.  Lieut. 
Col.  13th  Iowa  Infantry,  Jan.  1,  1805.  Mustered  out  July 
21,  1865,  Louisville,  Ky. 

Extracts  From  Reports  of  His  Commanding  Officers. 

Extracts  from  report  of  Lieut.  Col.  John  Shane  com- 
manding 13th  Iowa  Infantry. 

Battle  of  Corinth,  Oct.  3,  1862. 

"As  the  enemy  continued  to  advance,  1  was  ordered  to 
send  two  companies  forward  as  skirmishers,  to  cover  the 
position  occupied  by  the  Brigade,  and  Company  A,  Capt. 
Kennedy,  and  Company  G,  Capt.  Walker,  were  deployed  ac- 
cordingly. 

"At  this  time  the  enemy  began  shelling  the  ridge  on 
which  we  were  posted,  and  to  avoid  injury  from  their  fire, 
F  deployed  the  regiment  into  line.  Here  we  remained  until 
the  artillery,  which  it  had  been  determined  to  send  to  the 
inner. line  of  fortification,  had  been  withdrawn  from  its  pos- 
ition (Col.  Crocker  being  in  front  in  personal  command  of 
the  15th  and  16th  Iowa,)  when  we  received  orders  direct 
from  Gen.  McKean,  commanding  the  division,  to  fall  back  in 
order  to  cover  the  retirement  of  the  artillery.  We  fell  back 
accordingly,  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  when  we  again  for- 
med into  line  of  battle  on  the  crest  of  a  ridge. 

"During  the  time  we  were  thus  falling  back,  the  15th  and 
16th  Iowa,  and  Companies  A  and  G,  of  the  13th,  which  had 
been  deployed  as  skirmishers,    had    a    severe    engagement 
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with  the  enemy,  who  made  a  charge  upon  the  hill  which  the 
13th  and  16th  occupied.  Simultaneously  with  the  repulse 
of  the  enemy  in  that  charge,  Companies  A  and  G  rejoined 
the  regiment  in  excellent  order,  and  the  15th  and  16th,  un- 
der the  immediate  command  of  Col.  Crocker,  coming  up  at 
the  same  time,  the  13th  marched  with  the  Brigade  without 
interruption  to  the  inner  line  of  fortifications,  where  it  took 
position  to  the  right  and  rear  of  Battery  Phillips. 

"In  the  battle  of  Friday,  October  3d,  Companies  A  and 
G,  which  were  the  only  companies  of  the  13th  actually  en- 
gaged, lost  (me  killed  and  fourteen  wounded,  a  list  of  whom 
I  forward  with  this  report. 

"I  take  pleasure  in  saying  that  the  officers  and  men  of 
these  companies  behaved  in  a  highly  creditable  manner,  and 
that  the  rest  of  the  regiment,  though  they  did  not  discharge 
a  musket,  were  almost  constantly  under  fire,  and  conducted 
themselves  as  well  as  any  soldier  could  desire." 

Extract  from  report  of  Col.  M.  M.  Crocker  command- 
ing Third  Brigade. 

Battle  of  Corinth,  Oct.  3,  1862. 

"Two  companies  of  the  13th  Iowa,  Company  A,  in  com- 
mand of  Capt.  Kennedy,  and  Company  G,  in  command  of 
Capt.  Walker,  had,  before  the  engagement  commenced, 
been  deployed  as  skirmishers. 

"The  advance  of  the  enemy  drove  them  in.  They 
were  ordered  to  form  on  the  left  of  the  15th  Iowa.  They 
formed  in  good  order,  fighting  like  veterans,  retiring  under 
their  brave  commanders  without  confusion  when  ordertu 
to  do  so." 

Extract  from  Col.  John  Shane,  13th  Iowa  Infantry.  Re- 
port of  the  battle  of  Ezra  Church,  July  28,  1864. 

"In  his  official  report  of  the  battle  of  Ezra  Church,  be- 
fore Atlanta,  July  28,  1864,  Col.  John  Shane,  who  command- 
ed the  regiment  in  all  its  campaigns  after  Shiloh  to  the  close 
of  the  Atlanta  campaign,  and  who  in  all  these  engagements 
only  mentions  four  names  for  conspicuous  services,  said  of 
him,  and  the  other  heroic  soldier,  Capt.  John  Archer,  cap- 
tain of  Company  F,  13th,  as  follows:  'Captains  J.  C.  Ken- 
nedy and  John  Archer  exhibited  the  highest  qualities  of 
soldiers  and  officers!'  " 
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Congratulatory  Order. 

Brevet  Maj.  General  Giles  A.  Smith,  Columbia,  S.  C. 

(1)  Message  to  Maj.  General  F.  P.  Blair  commanding 
17th  Army  Corps. 

"The  colors  of  the  13th  Iowa  were  suspended  over  the 
capital  at  11  o'clock  this  forenoon.  National  salute  is  now 
being  fired  by  Captain  Clayton,  1st  Minnesota  battery,  to 
commemorate  this  event." 

(2)  General  Giles  A.  Smith  oificial  congratulatory 
order. 

"Brigade  General  W.  W.  Belknap,  commanding  Third 
Brigade.  Sir,  allow  rne  to  congratulate  you  and  through 
you  Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  C.  Kennedy,  13th  Iowa  Veteran 
Volunteers,  and  the  men  under  his  command  for  first  en- 
tering the  site  of  Columbia,  on  the  morning  of  Friday,  Feb- 
ruary 17,  and  being  the  first  to  plant  his  colors  on  the  cap- 
itol  of  South  Carolina. 

"While  the  army  was  laying  pontoon  bridges  across 
the  Saluda  and  Broad  rivers,  three  miles  above  the  city, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Kennedy,  under  your  direction,  fitted  up 
an  old  worn-out  fiatboat,  capable  of  carrying  about  twenty 
men,  and  accompanied  by  Lieutenants  H.  C.  Mc Arthur  and 
Wm.  H.  Goodrell  of  your  staff,  crossed  the  river  in  front 
of  the  city  and  boldly  advanced  through  its  streets,  sending 
back  the  boat,  with  another  procured  on  the  opposite  shore, 
for  more  troops,  and  on  their  arrival,  with  seventy-five  men 
in  all,  drove  a  portion  of  Wheeler's  cavalry  from  the  town, 
and  at  eleven  and  a  half  o'clock  a.  m.  planted  his  two  stands 
of  colors,  one  upon  the  old  and  the  other  upon  the  new  capi- 
tol. 

"The  swift  current  of  the  Congaree  river  and  its  rocky 
channel  rendered  his  crossing  both  difficult  and  dangerous, 
and  the  presence  of  the  enemy,  but  in  what  force  unknown, 
rendered  the  undertaking  still  more  hazardous.  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Kennedy  and  his  regiment  are  entitled  to  great 
credit  for  its  successful  accomplishment. 

"I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obed- 
ient servant, 

Giles  A.  Smith,  Brevet  Major  General." 
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Col.  Kennedy  was,  at  the  time  of  his  enlistment,  station 
agent  of  the  Chicago  and  Northwestern  Railway  at  Mount 
Vernon,  and  was  among  the  first  to  put  down  his  name  for 
enlistment  in  the  company.  Like  Capt.  Wilds,  his  age,  bus- 
ness  experience,  and  an  instinctive  sense  that  he  had  the 
qualities  to  make  a  good  soldier,  caused  him  to  be  assigned, 
by  common  consent,  without  an  election,  as  First  Lieuten- 
ant. 

He  was  married,  had  two  beautiful  and  interesting 
boys,  and  his  enlistment  was  purely  patriotic;  a  man  of 
handsome  and  distinguished  personal  appearance,  of  a  char- 
acter to  make  him  admired  by  men  and  adored  by  women. 

The  duty  of  his  position,  the  requirements  of  the  tac- 
tics, were  all  rapidly  learned.  He  had  so  much  cheerfulness 
of  manner;  was  willing  at  all  times  to  accept  any  duty,  and 
lead  so  completely  in  every  place,  that  he  soon  gained  the 
full  confidence  of  his  company. 

Upon  the  resignation  of  Capt.  Wilds  lie  was  promoted 
Captain,  and  from  that  date  to  the  close  of  the  campaign  of 
Atlanta,  and  the  chase  after  Hood,  he  commanded  the  com- 
pany with  constant  and  distinguished  gallantry. 

He  was  promoted  Lieutenant  Colonel,  January  1st, 
1865,  and  commanded  the  regiment  on  the  "March  to  the 
Sea,"  and  to  the  close  of  the  war. 

"The  March  to  the  Sea"  was  one  of  those  daring  move- 
ments, exactly  suited  to  the  restless  and  enterprising  spir- 
it of  Col.  Kennedy.  He  was  never  more  cheerful,  or  con- 
tented, than  when  making  such  marches.  On  these  occas- 
ions, both  as  Captain  of  Company  A,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel 
commanding,  he  was  at  the  head  of  the  regiment. 

While  marching  on  foot  at  the  command  "Fall  in  ■  For- 
ward, march!"  he  was  the  first  to  respond.  No  march, 
however  long,  seemed  to  exhaust  him;  his  springing  and 
elastic  step  never  faltering.  Often  in  the  dead  of  night, 
when  the  wearied  command  was  dragging  its  way  silently 
along,  his  clear,  tenor  voice  would  suddenly  break  out  in 
ringing  tones  with  "John  Brown's  body  lies  a  mouldering  in 
the  grave,  but  his  soul  goes  marching  on,"  or  Mrs.  Howe's 
Battle  Hymn  of  the  Republic,  and  especially  the  verse  be- 
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ginning  'Wine  eyes  have  seen  the  glory  of  the  coming  of  the 
Lord.  The  regiment  would  take  up  the  song,  the  ranks 
close  up  and  life  and  vigor  succeed  weariness  and  silence 

Col.  Kennedy  was  an  ideal  soldier;  in  camp,  cheerful 
and  uncomplaining,  accepting  every  duty  and  hardship 
without  comment,  and  with  a  spirit  of  light  heartedness 
which  cheered  and  encouraged  his  comrades. 

One  the  skirmish  line  or  in  battle,  he  lead  his  men,  not 
in  the  spirit  of  bravado,  but  like  the  true  soldier  thai  he 
was,  fearlessly,  watchfully,  carefully,  but  ever  onward 

His  command,  forward!  had  in  it  both  the  imperative 
and  the  encouraging  tone.  When  he  cried,  "Steady  men  " 
the  obedience  was  instant,  the  too  eager  and  I  he  slower  men 
ranging  on  the  color  line  at  once. 

He  should  have  been  brevetted  Colonel  and  Brevet 
Brigadier  General  "for  gallant  and  conspicuous  service  dur- 
ing the  war,"  but  he  was  careless  of  these  matters,  content 
with  his  own  sense  of  duty  done;  fortunately  his  name  and 
fame  are  forever  fixed  in  the  records  of  the  great  conflict 
tor  the  preservation  of  the  Union. 

His  last  days  were  inexpressibly  sad;  failing  physical 
strength,  paresis  of  the  brain  clouding  his  mind,  he  slowly 
yielded  to  the  last  enemy  of  all  mankind. 

If  he  could  have  chosen  the  day  when  his  worn  and 
wearied  body  should  be  separated  from  his  dauntless  spirit 
he  no  doubt  would  have  selected  the  day,  set  apart  by  Na- 
tional authority  as  sacred  to  the  memory  of  those  who  serv- 
ed m  defense  of  the  Union. 

In  the  hush  of  the  evening  of  that  day,  with  the  per- 
fume of  millions  of  blossoms,  scattered  on  the  graves  of 
those  who  had  preceeded  him  to  the  better  land,  ascending 
to  heaven,  with  loving,  tender  and  grateful  tributes  of  heart 
and  hand  of  millions  of  their  countrymen,  he  went  to  his 
reward.  ,,   r.    ,,      . 

— II.  11.  Rood. 


. 
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A  Few  Letters  and  Telegrams  Received. 


129  No.  Palm  Ave.,  Hollywood,  Aug.  7,  1910. 
Colonel  II.  H.  Hood, 

Dear  Sir:  We  are  in  receipt  of  invitations  to  the  Re- 
union of  the  Brigade,  and  my  mother  has  your  very  kind 
personal  letter. 

The  only  regret  we  fee)  for  coming  to  California  is  that 
we  cannot  keep  in  touch  with  these  old  associations. 

My  mother  is  in  the  best  of  health  and  is  so  keenly  in- 
terested in  the  Brigade  and  the  old  friends  that  1  am  sorry 
she  is  too  far  away  to  attend  the  Reunions. 

Remember  us  kindly  to  any  who  may  inquire. 

Yours  most  sincerely, 

Mary  M.  Duncan. 
Daughter  of  General  M.  M.  Crocker,  for  her  mother,  Mrs. 

Charlotte  D.  Crocker,  and  herself. 

Iowa  City,  Iowa,  Sept.  15,  1910. 
President  of  the  Crocker's  Brigade:— 

The  Twenty-Second  Iowa  Association  in  Reunion. 
Greetings  to  their  comrades,  the  gallant  Crocker's  Brigade. 

J.  C.  Switzer,  President. 
To  this  President  Rood  responded. 

Washington,  Iowa,  Sept.  15,  1910. 
Crocker's  Iowa  Brigade  acknowledges  with  thanks  the 
greeting  of  the  gallant  Twenty-Second  Iowa  Infantry    and 
remembers  the  day  when  the  22d  flag  iloated  on  the  para- 
pets of  the  square  fort  at  Vicksburg,  May  22,  1863. 

H.  H.  Rood,  President. 

Muscatine,  Iowa,  Sept.  15,  1910. 
Capt.  H.  II.  Rood,  President  Crocker's  Iowa  Brigade: — 

The  Thirty-fifth  Iowa  Infantry  in  biennial  Reunion  as- 
sembled sends  greetings  to  their  Comrades  of  Crocker's 
Iowa  Brigade.  Col.  Wm.  B.  Keeler,  President. 

To  this  President  Rood  responded. 

Washington,  Iowa,  Sept.  15,  1910. 

Crocker's  Iowa  Brigade  acknowledges  with  gratitude 
the  kindly  greetings  of  the  Thirty-fifth  Iowa  Infantry.  It 
honors  the  regiment  and  its  gallant  President  remembering 
with  pleasure  its  joint  reunion  at  Muscatine  in  nineteen  hun- 
dred and  two.  H.  H.  Rood,  President. 
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Union  League  Club,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  4,  1910. 
My  Dear  Colonel  Rood: — 

I  regret  that  my  absence  in  east  will  prevent  my  being 
with  you  on  the  14th  and  15th,  but  I  extend  to  you  and  to 
all  my  Comrades  of  the  Crocker's  Brigade  my  best  wishes 
for  their  good  health  and  prosperity.  My  heart  goes  out  to 
them  stronger  as  each  year  goes  by  and  I  appreciate  what 
they  done  for  their  country.  This  Fall  when  I  return  I 
will  send  each  one  in  the  Brigade  the  record  of  the  cam- 
paigns they  were  engaged  in.  Cordially  yours, 

Grenville  M.  Dodge. 

Chicago,  111.,  Sept.  12,  1910. 

Dear  Captain:  Your  kind  invitation  to  attend  the  15th 
Reunion  of  Crocker  Brigade  at  Washington,  Iowa,  on  the 
14th  and  15th  proximo,  has  been  received. 

It  would  be  a  great  pleasure  to  be  with  you  on  that  oc- 
casion but  my  regiment,  the  Thirty-Fifth  Iowa,  hold  their 
reunion  on  the  same  dates,  at  Muscatine.  1  should  have  a 
most  delightful  time  with  you,  but  I  must  stay  with  my 
boys. 

With  kind  regards  to  all  the  boys  of  the  Crocker  bri- 
gade, and  wish  that  you  may  have  a  bully  good  time,  as  1 
know  you  will,  I  am  Very  truly  yours, 

Wm.  1).  Keeler. 


Memphis,  Tann.,  Aug.  5,  1910. 
D.  W.  Bushnell,  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa: — 

Dear  Comrade:  Your  circular  of  announcement  of 
July  20  announcing  the  Fifteenth  Biennial  Reunion  of  the 
Society  of  Crocker's  Brigade,  to  be  held  at  Washington,  la., 
Sept.  14th  and  15th,  was  late  in  reaching  me,  as  it  was  for- 
warded from  Marietta,  Ga.,  where  I  no  longer  live.  If  my 
home  were  now  in  Iowa  instead  of  in  Tennessee,  I  would 
most  certainly  attend  the  Reunion  of  the  old  and  famous 
Brigade,  to  which  the  16th  Iowa  had  the  honor  of  belong- 
ing. But  I  cannot  risk  so  long,  and  to  me,  perilous  trip,  Ifl 
my  extreme  old  age  and  not  very  strong  physical  vigor.  If 
I  could  go  and  arrived  at  Washington  September  13,  it 
would  be  the  87th  anniversary  day  of  my  birth,  born  at 
Cincinnati,  September  13,  1823.  "How's  that  for  high"  my 
youthful  Comrades?  Oh  how  I  wish  that  anniversary  day 
could  be  spent  in  companionship  with  the  soldiers  of  the  old 
Brigade,  and  more  especially  with  the  16th  I  once  command- 
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ed.    Tell  all  of  Brigade  and  Regiment  attending  the  Reunion 
that  though  absent  in  body,  my  heart  is  with  them. 
Yours  and  theirs  ever  truly, 

Add.  II.  Sanders. 

Des  Moines,  Iowa,  August  31,  1910. 
Colonel  H.  H.  Rood,  Mt.  Vernon,  Iowa. 

My  dear  Colonel:  I  am  in  receipt  of  yours  of  the  30th 
inst.  asking  me  to  be  present  at  the  meeting  of  the  Crocker 
Iowa  Brigade  at  Washington,  Iowa,  September  14-15. 

I  assure  you,  Colonel,  nothing  would  please  me  more 
than  to  attend  your  meeting.  I  know  so  many  of  the  old 
Comrades  of  that  "Fighting  Brigade"  that  I  am  sure  I 
would  have  a  good  time  and  I  regret  very  much  that  I  can- 
not be  present  with  you.  My  deputy  will  be  away  on  his 
vacation  at  that  date  and  I  will  be  compelled  to  remain  in 
the  office. 

About  twenty  of  the  old  boys  of  the  "Hornets  Nest  Bri- 
gade" met  yesterday  at  the  I 'air  Grounds  and  made  ar- 
rangements for  a  meeting  of  our  Brigade  at  Oskaloosa  on 
April  6-7,  1911. 

Please  give  my  kind  regards  and  best  wishes  to  all  the 
old  duffers  of  Crocker's  Brigade  and  tell  them  that  they  are 
all  invited  to  our  meeting  at  Oskaloosa  next  April,  and  if 
they  will  come  there  we  will  try  and  see  that  they  have  a 
good  time  and  all  they  can  eat  and  drink  (except  water.) 

With  best  wishes  1  am  Yours  sincerely, 

G.  L.  Godfrey. 

Centralia,  Kansas,  September  13,  1910. 
Colonel  H.  H.  Rood,  President  Crocker's  Iowa  Brigade, 

Dear  Colonel  Rood:  Notice  and  invitation  to  attend 
the  Fifteenth  Biennial  Reunion  of  The  Brigade,  to  be  held 
at  Washington  on  the  14th  and  loth  of  this  month  was  duly 
received,  but  I  find  at  this  late  date  that  1  will  be  unable  to 
attend.  Inclosed  find  $1.25,  to  pay  dues,  and  to  secure  a 
copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Clinton  and  Oskaloosa  meet- 
ings. Hoping  that  you  will  have  a  successful  and  pleasant 
meeting  I  am,  Yours  Fraternally, 

E.  L.  Horth. 

D.  W.  Bushnell,  Clermont,  Iowa,  August  27,  1910. 

Council  Bluffs,  Iowa. 
My  Dear  Sir: — 

Accept  thanks  for  your  kind  invitation  to  attend  the 
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Fifteenth  Biennial  Reunion  of  Crocket's  Brigade  on  the  14th 
and  15th  of  September.  It  would  give  me  much  pleasure  to 
meet  the  members  of  the  Brigade,  but  I  fear  that  it  will  not 
be  convenient  for  me  to  do  so.  Please  give  my  kindest  re- 
gards to  all.  I  am  sure  that  the  occasion  will  be  an  enjoy- 
able one.  Yours, 

Win.  Larrabee. 


Dubuque,  Iowa,  September  10,   1910. 
Colonel  H.  H.  Rood, 

Mount  Vernon,  Iowa. 
My  Dear  Comrade: — 

Your  valued  favor  of  the  3rd  inst.  received  by  me  on 
my  return  home  this  morning  and  the  only  matter  that  "will 
prevent  Mrs.  Kiene  and  me  from  going  to  the  Reunion  will 
be  a  business  trip  to  North  Dakota,  which  I  find  is  "billed" 
for  me  for  the  latter  part  of  this  month. 

If  I  have  to  go  on  the  trip  I  cannot  go  to  the  Reunion 
and  if  there  should  be  any  change  then  we  will  arrange  ac- 
cordingly and  it  will,  indeed,  be  a  great  disappointment  it 
we  cannot  go  and  if  we  do  go  it  will  be  a  great  pleasure tous. 

With  many  kind  regards  and  good  wishes,  remain,  as 
ever,  Yours  sincerely, 

Peter  Kiene. 


Chariton,  August  26,  1910. 
My  dear  Colonel  Rood: — 

Many  thanks  for  remembering  me  when  sending  out 
invitations  to  the  Fifteenth  Biennial  and  I  sincerely  regret 
that  I  cannot  be  present  on  that  occasion.  I  always  thought 
that  my  war  experiences  at  Vicksburg  entitled  me  to  mem- 
bership in  the  old  15th  and  there  is  a  warm  spot  in  my  heart 
for  it,  thought,  as  General  Belknap  once  said,  it  did  leave 
me  to  "hold  the  fort"  alone  at  Magnolia  Hall  on  that  mem- 
orable July  4  when  the  city  surrendered.  I  smile  yet  when 
I  think  of  his  humorous  protest  over  the  regiment's  failure 
to  rise  to  the  occasion. 

Please  give  my  kindest  regards  to  all  my  husband's 
dear  old  friends  in  the  society  and  trusting  this  may  be  the 
happiest  meeting  of  all,  I  am 

Very  cordially  yours, 

Laura  R.  Gibbon. 
Mrs.  Win.  M.  Gibbon,  wife  of  Surgeon  15th  Iowa. 
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Des  Moines,  Iowa,  August  11,  1910. 
1).  W.  Bushnell, 

Corresponding  Secretary, 
Council  Bluffs,  Iowa. 
Dear  Sir: — 

The  invitation  of  Crocker's  Iowa  Brigade  for  a  re-uni- 
ion  at  Washington,  Iowa,  September  14th  and  15th,  addres- 
sed to  my  father,  was  received  yesterday. 

It,  no  doubt,  has  passed  from  your  memory,  if  you 
have  been  advised  of  it,  that  my  father  departed  this  life 
August  31,  11)08. 

The  members  of  Crocker's  Brigade  have  always  been 
very  kind  to  my  father,  and  we  all  appreciate  your  kindness 
in  sending  this  invitation. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

Simon  Casady. 

Newton,  Iowa,  September  2,  1910. 
Colonel  H.  H.  Rood, 

Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  August  31  was  received,  and 
1  shall  be  glad  to  send  the  picture  desired. 

I  am  very  sorry  1  cannot  send  the  Old  Flag.  Some 
years  before  my  mother's  death  she  presented  the  Flag  to 
the  Historical  Society,  and  it  is  now,  1  think,  in  Dv.^  Moines. 

1  regret  that  owing  to  ill  health,  I  will  not  be  able  to 
meet  the  old  friends  this  year.  My  family  are  scattered  far 
and  wide  and  I  hardly  think  that  any  of  them  will  be  able 
to  attend.  My  youngest  brother,  H.  L.  Wilson,  is  now  in 
Texas.    He  writes  me  to  send  his  regards  and  good  wishes. 

1  am  afraid  Newton  will  not  be  represented  this  time. 
Mr.  Evans  passed  away  last  week,  and  Mr.  Battles  is  very 
feeble.  With  kind  regards  to  yourself  and  family  and  with 
my  best  wishes  for  a  pleasant  reunion,  I  remain 

Yours  truly, 

Adelaide  M.  Wilson. 
532  North  River  St.,  Newton,  Iowa. 

Muscatine,  Iowa,  August  11,  1910, 
Major  D.  W.  Bushnell, 

Council  Bluffs,  Iowa. 
Dear  Sir: — 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  my  health  will  not  permit  me  to 
travel  I  shall  be  forced  to  deny  myself  the  pleasure  of  at- 
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tending  your  meeting  of  the  Crocker  Iowa  Brigade  at 
Washington,  Iowa,  on  the  14th  and  15th  of  September. 
With  thanks  for  your  kind  invitation  and  trusting  that  you 
will  have  a  successful  and  enjoyable  reunion,  I  remain 

Yours  truly, 

Fred  Welker. 
President  Rood: 

Will  you  authorize  your  President  to     send     acknow- 
ledgments to  these  telegrams  ? 

Audience:    Yes. 

President  Rood: 

It  is  so  ordered. 
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THE  CLOSING  OF  THE  REUNION, 


Crocker's  Iowa  Brigade  Soldiers  Conclude    Meeting     Here 

With  a  Big  Camp  Fire  Last  Night  —  A 

Splendid  Program  Given. 

(The  Evening;  Journal,  Washington,  Iowa,  Friday,  Sept.  1G,  1910.) 

The  campfire  at  the  Graham  yesterday  evening  was  a 
meeting-  which  will  linger  in  the  memory  for  years  and 
years  to  come,  not  only  in  the  minds  of  the  members  of 
Crocker's  Iowa  brigade  and  of  the  other  old  soldiers  present, 
but  it  will  not  soon  be  forgotten  by  the  great  crowd  of 
Washington  people  who  had  come  out  not  only  to  do  honor 
to  the  members  of  the  famous  brigade  who  were  our  guests 
for  two  days,  but  also  to  be  entertained  and  instructed, 
They  had  been  at  the  meeting  of  the  evening  before  and 
they  knew  what  to  expect  from  the  veterans  who  were  to 
have  a  place  on  the  program  of  last  evening,  and  they  were 
by  no  means  disappointed.  Many  came  to  the  campfire 
weary  in  mind  and  body,  but  the  tired  feeling  disappeared 
before  the  program  had  progressed  very  far.  There  seemed 
to  be  an  atmosphere  of  good  feeling  everywhere.  All  the 
speakers  were  at  their  best  and  delighted  the  big  audience 
which  filled  every  available  spot  in  the  building. 

A  camp  fire  always  draws  a  big  crowd  in  this  city,  but 
when  it  was  known  that  "Bob"  Cousins,  a  man  known  all 
over  Iowa  and  the  United  States  for  his  wonderful  ability 
as  a  public  speaker,  was  to  give  an  address  on  "Lincoln"  it 
was  a  foregone  conclusion  that  the  Graham  would  not  be 
able  to  hold  the  crowd.  As  Colonel  Bell  expressed  it,  the 
only  trouble  with  Mr.  Cousins'  address  was  that  it  was  not 
long  enough.  The  audience  listened  with  the  closest  poss- 
ible attention  during  the  address  and  would  gladly  have 
listened  for  an  hour  longer  as  the  gems  of  rhetoric  and  of 
polished  oratory  passed  from  the  lips  of  the  speaker  and 
sank  into  the  minds  of  the  audience. 

As  on  the  previous  evening  the  exercises  of  the  even- 
ing were  begun  with  the  "Reveille,"  played  by  Grover 
Springman,  and  the  raising  of  the  flag  at  the  left  of  the 
stage.  After  a  song  by  Mrs.  Cheek  the  invocation  was  pro- 
nounced by  the  Rev.  D.  I.  Coon  of  the  Baptist  church.  Then 
the  Washington  Glee  club  appeared  on  the  stage,  and  was 
compelled  to  stay  there  for  some  time,  at  least  a  part    of 
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them.  First  the  whole  club  sang  'Tenting  Tonight,"  then 
in  response  to  an  encore  Colonel  Palmer,  Wake  Neal  and 
Jesse  Ashby  sang  that  touching  ballad,  "Mary  Had  a  Little 
Lamb."  This  was  not  enough,  and  the  club  came  back, 
while  Colonel  Palmer  sang  his  version  of  "Just  Before  the 
Battle,  Mother,"  and  the  other  members  of  the  club  joined 
on  the  chorus. 

Alex  Miller. 

Alex  R.  Miller,  editor  of  the  Washington  Democrat, 
gave  the  first  address  of  the  evening.  He  hadn't  been  given 
any  subject,  evidently,  but  he  doesn't  need  to  be  assigned 
a  subject  in  order  to  make  a  good  speech.  He  called  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  people  have  always  honored  soldiers, 
both  in  sacred  and  profane  history.  The  history  of  the 
world  is  made  up  of  the  biographies  of  its  great  warriors. 

Ten  of  our  presidents  have  been  soldiers.  Washington, 
a  man  chosen  of  God  to  free  the  colonies  from  the  dominion 
of  England,  was  the  first  one.  Mr.  Miller  paid  a  high  tri- 
bute to  our  first  president.  Then  came  Andrew  Jackson,  a 
man  who  liked  scrapping.  He  became  president  because  he 
was  a  man  who  was  unafraid.  Harrison  and  Taylor  were 
both  famous  soldiers.  Lincoln  was  capable  of  being  a  great 
soldier.  The  statement  made  by  Mr.  Miller  that  Grant  was 
the  greatest  general  who  ever  lived,  brought  the  applause 
of  the  veterans.  Hayes,  Garfield,  Benjamin  Harrison,  Mc- 
Kinley  and  Roosevelt  were  all  soldiers.  His  address  spark- 
led with  the  frankness  and  originality  which  always  makes 
his  talks  so  pleasing  to  an  audience.  With  that,  too,  he  adds 
a  common  sense  philosophy  which  is  the  development  of  a 
mind  which  broadens  with  experience  and  grows  into  a 
keener  sympathy  with  men  as  the  years  recurringly  demon- 
strate the  sometimes  fallibility  of  their  conclusions  and 
judgments.  It  is  a  pleasure  once  in  a  while  to  hear  a  man 
admit  that  he  has  been  mistaken  at  times,  and  admit,  also, 
the  possibility  that  he  may  be  mistaken  again.  Mr.  Miller 
paid  an  eloquent  tribute  to  the  members  of  Crocker's  Iowa 
Brigade.  He  said  they  were  as  brave  a  set  of  men  as  ever 
lived,  a  statement  which  he  could  make  after  a  careful 
reading  of  their  history.  He  expressed  the  wish  thai  their 
reunion  might  be  held  here  every  year. 

John  Lett. 

John  Lett  of  Benedict,  Iowa,  was  next  introduced  by 
Colonel  Rood.     Mr.  Lett  was  a  member  of  Company  F.  of 
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the  Eleventh  Iowa,  and  has  been  department  commander  of 
the  department  of  Nebraska,  G.  A.  R.  His  address  was  of 
a  reminiscent  nature.  He  gave  some  of  his  personal  exper- 
iences which  were  very  interesting.  He  served  throughout 
the  war  in  the  Crocker  Brigade,  and  was  in  all  its  battles 
and  on  all  its  marches.  He  was  never  in  the  hospital  and 
never  in  the  guard  house,  although  the  latter  was  not  his 
fault,  so  he  said. 

He  told  of  a  sixteen  year  old  rebel  who  at  one  time 
jumped  on  the  works  in  front  of  their  brigade  and  ordered 
the  whole  brigade  to  surrender.  General  Belknap  grabbed 
him  and  said  he  would  keep  him  for  a  pet.  He  told  a  story 
of  Belknap  and  Rood's  experience  with  "gray  backs."  He 
told  several  amusing  stories  which  kept  Hie  audience 
laughing. 

In  closing  his  brief  address  Mr.  Lett  expressed  the 
hope  that  the  statue  of  General  Lee  which  had  been  erect- 
ed in  the  Capitol  at  Washington  by  the  Daughters  of  the 
Southern  Confederacy  would  soon  be  removed  from  that 
prominent  place.  He  deems  it  an  injustice  to  every  man 
who  bore  a  musket  for  the  preservation  of  the  union. 

Hon.  R.  G.  Cousins. 

The  people  had  anticipated  a  treat  when  the  Hon.  Rob- 
ert G.  Cousins,  the  masterful  orator  from  Tipton,  should 
speak,  and  there  was  no  room  for  disappointment.  Mr. 
Cousins  was  introduced  by  Colonel  Rood  as  an  Iowa  product 
of  which  the  state  is  proud,  who  for  sixteen  years  was  a 
member  of  congress  from  the  Fifth  district  until  his  recent 
voluntary  retirement.  Youthful  and  vigorous  in  appear- 
ance, Mr.  Cousins  shows  the  solidity  of  character  and  men- 
tal poise  which  age  and  experience  give  to  those  already 
naturally  endowed,  and  even  the  casual  view  suggests  that 
his  career  of  usefulness  has  only  fairly  begun.  Given  a 
large,  strong,  well-proportioned  bodily  frame,  together  with 
a  bearing  that  also  serves  to  attract  quickly  and  hold  ef- 
fectively the  attention  of  his  audience,  and  having  behind 
a  smooth  flow  of  language  and  a  virile  phraseology,  power 
sufficient  and  even  in  reserve,  it  is  not  surprising  that  he- 
has  been  given  a  high  rank  among  the  orators  of  the  pres- 
ent era.  His  address  last  night  was  upon  "Lincoln, "  one  of 
his  best  efforts,  and  certainly  very  appropriate  for  the  oc- 
casion. 

It  would  not  be  fair  to  Mr.  Cousins  to  reproduce  his 
address  because  cold  type  would  rob  it  of  its  remarkable 
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eloquence  and  beauty,  hence  only  a  brief  review  will  be  at- 
tempted. The  dream  of  the  last  preceding  two  centuries 
had  been  of  a  free  government,  a  dream  bee- use  up  to  the 
time  of  Lincoln  the  stability  of  such  an  institution  hud  been 
doubted.  Patriots  had  by  great  sacrifice  attained  a  state  of 
independence,  but  it  had  never  been  put  to  the  test  of  rebel- 
lion. The  hrst  great  problem  which  arose  and  on  which  the 
later  conflict  was  based  was  that  of  slavery,  a  problem 
which  had  seemingly  come  to  the  fore  for  solution  by  a  man 
of  Lincoln's  mould;  it  was  neither  the  time  nor  the  place  for 
pigmies,  and  certainly  the  grateful  thanks  of  a  nation  are 
due  to  the  one  who  was  willing  and  capable  to  face  and  mas- 
ter this  problem. 

The  speaker  depicted  the  humble  origin  and  early  life 
of  the  man  whose  character  exhibited  itself  even  in  the  toil 
and  efforts  of  his  youth  and  early  manhood  and  who  by 
common  consent  is  of  sainted  memory. 

The  debate  with  Douglas  was  selected  by  the  speaker 
as  the  first  crucial  point  in  the  career  of  Lincoln,  his  utter- 
ances on  that  memorable  occasion  being  considered  as  the 
prophetic  keynote  of  the  great  agitation  which  followed 
leading  up  to  the  national  crisis.  Smaller  men  would  have 
temporized  and  some  insisted  on  caution,  but  the  wisdom  of 
Lincoln  was  deeper  and  more  farsighted.  He  was  not  mere- 
ly a  candidate  for  the  senate  from  Illinois,  but  w7as  a  candi- 
date for  a  seat  in  that  high  place  of  human  justice,  and 
though  he  lost  in  the  lesser  contest  his  words  carried  a 
conviction  that  time  only  served  to  spread  and  intensify. 
He  forced  Douglas  from  that  doughty  statesman's  position 
on  the  matter  of  the  control  of  slavery. 

The  second  important  stage  in  Lincoln's  career,  as  con- 
sidered in  the  address  of  last  night  was  when  he  appeared 
before  the  intellect  and  cultuse  of  the  East  and  unfolded  to 
them  the  principles  of  the  constitution  as  it  was  when  it 
came  from  its  framers,  and  it  was  declared  that  the  utter- 
ances at  that  time  made  possible  his  later  elevation  to  the 
presidency.  Then  his  utterances  as  president  were  taken 
up  and  remarked  upon.  It  was  observed  that  some  men  rule 
by  force,  but  Lincoln  recognized  that  the  ruling  power  was 
inherent  in  the  people.  He  convinced  the  better  jini.  nietil 
of  the  people  that  he  was  right  and  as  a  result  he  was  not 
only  turned  to  fur  it  leader  in  statecraft  but  at  his  call  he 
was  able  to  assemble  the  grandest  of  armies  to  cany  out  his 
policies.  War,  glorious,  yet  remorseful  to  both  victor  and 
vanquished  was  described,  a  new  burden  placed  upon  the 
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stooped  shoulders  of  this  grave  man,  yet  he  was  such  a 
master  of  detail  that  he  passed  serenely  through  it  all. 

Lincoln's  well  known  ability  to  meet  difficulties  was 
attributed  to  his  unerring  judgment  of  men.  lie  knew  a 
great  men  because  he  himself  was  great.  He  placed  his 
faith  in  Erickson  and  the  battle  between  the  Monitor  and 
Merrimac  proved  it  to  be  well  placed.  Lincoln  watched  his 
generals  and  his  armies,  weeding  out  the  incompetents  and 
seeing  genius  where  others  were  blind  to  it.  Thus  lie  pick- 
ed out  Grant  to  lead  the  armies  because  Grant  did  thing? 
and  was  not  afraid  to  do  them  in  his  own  way.  In  two 
years  Grant  had  justified  this  faith.  And  the  great  Lincoln 
lived  to  see  the  triumph.  This  part  of  the  address  seemed 
to  especially  touch  the  veterans  who  frequently  showed 
their  appreciation  by  applause. 

A  very  pretty  part  of  the  address  was  toward  the  close 
when  the  speaker  reviewed  some  of  the  scenes  incident  to 
war  which  the  kindly  Lincoln  might  have  seen  as  he  sal 
meditating  in  the  firelight  of  his  home  hearth,  pictures  of 
the  sorrows  and  trials  of  the  great  conflict  which  inspired 
the  famous  Gettysburg  speech.  Done  was  the  mission  of  a 
mighty  man.  He  lived  to  promulgate  the  basic  principles 
of  the  Republican  faith,  a  high  protective  tariff,  a  general 
internal  revenue  system,  and  the  national  bank.  Re  had 
arisen  from  the  middle  class  like  so  many  of  our  great  lead- 
ers to  wage  the  struggle  for  the  survival  of  freedom  and 
then  was  taken  off  the  stage  of  action  before  Hie  world 
realized  the  benediction  of  his  noble  life. 

The  peroration  was  a  gem  of  rhetorical  art,  the  elo- 
quent climax  of  a  notable  oration.  In  it  the  speaker  declar- 
ed that  the  immortal  Shakespeare  could  never  have  produc- 
ed such  a  startling  tragedy  of  fact  and  fate  as  if  found  in 
the  history  of  Lincoln.  He  was  the  most  loved  by  Ameri- 
cans and  finally  by  all  mankind  and  it  would  seem  that  in 
him  God  had  meant  to  signalize  the  life  of  virtue  surviving 
tragedy,  and  to  leave  as  a  legacy  to  us  this  new  world's 
character  finally  and  exquisitely  free. 

Some  More  Music. 

Miss  Nellie  Hefflehnger,  of  Brighton,  sang  a  solo,  ac- 
companied on  the  piano  by  Mrs.  S.  J.  Cocklin.  Miss  Hef'fle- 
hnger  has  a  remarkable  contralto  voice,  which  she  handles 
well.    She  is  what  is  sometimes  called  a  "lady  baritone."    It 

is  necessary  to  use  the  sense  of  sight  to  know  whether  it  is 
a  man  or  a  woman  who  is  singing.     Her  first  selection  was 
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heartily  encored,  and  in  response  to  the  applause  Miss  Hef- 
flefinger  and  Miss  Beulah  Eichelberger,  of  this  city,  sang  r, 
very  pretty  duet. 

J.  VV.  Cheney. 

The  next  speaker  was  J.  W.  Cheney,  of  Keosauqua,  la.. 
a  member  of  Company  E,  of  the  Fifteenth  Iowa.  This  is 
the  first  reunion  of  the  brigade  which  he  ever  attended.  He 
gave  as  the  reason  for  this  that  he  had  been  dead  for  sev- 
enteen years.  At  least  his  name  was  not  on  the  list  of  the 
list  of  the  survivors  of  the  regiment  as  given  in  the  history 
of  that  organization.  Mr.  Cheney  thinks  the  reason  his 
name  was  omitted  was  because  he  was  living,  in  Missouri  at 
the  time  the  history  was  written.  The  men  who  wrote  the 
history  thought  that  any  man  who  would  leave  Iowa  and 
go  to  Missouri  was  as  good  as  dead,  evidently.  However, 
there  are  degrees  of  deadness,  according  to  Mr.  Cheney,  and 
he  managed  to  come  bad:  to  Iowa. 

The  speaker  expressed  his  loyalty  to  the  brigade,  in 
spite  of  the  fact  that  he  had  been  unable  to  attend  the  re- 
unions. He  told  several  incidents  of  the  war,  and  they 
were  told  in  such  a  droll,  amusing  way  that  the  audience 
was  kept  in  a  roar  of  laughter. 

More  Music. 

The  glee  club  sang  "Marching  Through  Georgia,"  and 
in  response  to  the  great  applause  Messrs.  Neal,  Palmer  and 
Ashby  sang  a  new  version  of  "Home  Sweet  Home."  When 
that  was  encored  they  sang  "Old  Shady." 

Col.  W.  B.  Bel!. 

Colonel  Bell,  of  this  city,  was  introduced  by  Colonel 
Rood.  He  said  that  he  came  four  hundred  and  fifty  miles 
to  attend  the  reunion,  and  if  it  had  not  been  for  it  he  would 
now  be  in  northern  Wisconsin  fishing.  He  spoke  a  few 
words  of  greeting  to  the  members  of  Crocker's  brigade  and 
expressed  the  hope  that  they  would  all  be  re-enlisted  in  the 
Grand  Army  above. 

In  response  to  numerous  requests  Mrs.  Cheek  sang  the 
"Echo  Song"  which  so  delighted  the  audience  on  Wcdnes, 
day  evening. 

Capt.  J.  A.  Young 

Captain  John  Alex  Young  of  this  city,  was  introduced 
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by  Colonel  Rood.  He  said  he  was  glad  to  meet  his  old  com- 
rades of  the  Crocker  brigade.  His  first  battlefield  was  that 
of  Shiloh  and  that  was  the  first  battle  in  which  the  Iowa 
brigade  participated.  He  told  of  visiting  the  battlefields  of 
the  south,  and  spoke. a  good  word  for  the  southern  people, 
especially  the  survivors  of  the  southern  army.  Mr.  Young 
thinks  the  veterans  of  the  Union  army  have  had  more  to  do 
with  shaping  the  destinies  of  the  country  since  the  war 
than  any  other  class  of  men.  He  invited  the  brigade  to 
come  back  to  Washington. 

Col.  D.  J.  Palmer. 

Colonel  Dave  Palmer,  known  by  old  soldiers  all  over  the, 
state,  was  the  last  speaker.  His  first  words  were,  "How  are 
you,  gentlemen.  I'm  glad  to  meet  you."  He  told  several 
stories  and  told  something  of  his  experiences  at  the  battle 
of  Shiloh.  He  paid  a  glowing  tribute  to  the  mothers,  wives, 
sisters  and  sweethearts  of  the  soldiers.  They  made  men 
of  the  soldiers.  They  wrote  them  encouraging  letters  and 
prayed  for  them.  He  spoke  of  the  high  class  of  citizenship 
of  the  survivors  of  the  war.  They  are  among  the  best  men 
of  the  country  today.  The  Colonel  indulged  in  a  few 
"slams"  at  the  Crocker  brigade,  which  were  given  and  re- 
ceived in  a  good  natured  spirit. 

Mrs.  Cheek  sang  "Ring  Them  Golden  Bells,"  taps  were 
sounded,  the  flag  was  hauled  down,  the  audience  sang  "The 
Star  Spangled  Banner,"  and  the  camp  fire  and  the  reunion 
were  brought  to  a  close. 

The  Reception. 

The  reception  and  entertainment  given  by  the  ladies  of 
the  brigade  to  the  men  of  the  brigade  yesterday  afternoon 
at  the  Baptist  church  was  a  great  success.  The  church  was 
crowded  to  the  doors,  and  the  audience  listened  to  a  varied 
and  pleasing  program  by  Washington  people,  under  the  dir- 
ection of  Mrs.  Ida  Hare-Warfield  of  Muscatine,  president  of 
the  newly  organized  ladies'  organization. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  program  Mrs.  Warfield  made 
a  brief  address,  setting  forth  the  objects  of  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  ladies  of  the  brigade.  The  main  purpose  of  the 
new  association  is  to  help  the  veterans  in  every  way  pos- 
sible, to  assist  at  the  reunions,  and  make  life  pleasanter  and 
happier  for  them.  Mrs.  Warfield  has  a  winning  personality 
and  a  graceful  delivery  which  compels  the  attention  of 
those  in  her  audience. 
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Next  came  a  reading  by  Miss  Blanche  Gordon,  of  this 
city.  The  selection  was  a  thrilling  war  story  which  held 
and  pleased  the  old  soldiers  especially.  Miss  Gordon's  abil- 
ity as  a  reader  is  well  known  here,  and  the  visitors  became 
abundantly  aware  of  it  yesterday  afternoon. 

Miss  Gordon  was  followed  by  Miss  Bertha  Wolcott,  of 
Keokuk,  who  played  a  very  pretty  piano  solo.  She  is  an  ac- 
complished pianist,  and  the  number  was  greatly  enjoyed. 
Miss  Mar. jorie  Hebner  followed  with  a  number  on  the  piano 
which  received  the  hearty  applause  of  the  audience. 

The  Rev.  S.  10.  Greer  was  called  upon  and  gave  a  read- 
ing in  his  inimitable  way.  "The  Captain  of  the  Marguer- 
ite That  Sailed  the  Kankakee"  was  the  subject  of  the  read- 
ing. It  was  given  in  French  Canadian  dialect,  and  is  a  story 
of  the  Spanish-American  war.  Mr.  Greer  made  a  decided 
hit  with  the  old  soldiers  and  the  ladies  of  the  brigade,  and 
lie  was  enthusiast  ically  encored. 

Miss  .Anna  Eagle  played  a  very  pretty  piano  solo,  and 
was  followed  by  Mrs.  S.  B.  Dewey,  who  sang  that  well 
known  ,song,  "Dry  Those  Tears."  Mrs.  Dewey's  singing 
pleased  immensely. 

After  the  conclusion  of  the  program  about  an  hour  was 
spent  in  an  informal  way.  The  gallant  old  soldiers  and 
many  Washington  people  crowded  to  the  front  to  meet  Mrs. 
Warneld  and  the  other  ladies.  The  social  hour  was  a  very, 
pleasant  one  for  all. 

The  Crocker's  brigade  ladies  were  assisted  in  preparing 
the  program  and  in  entertaining  the  guests  by  the  ladies  of 
the  local  chapter  of  the  W.  R.  C.  Young  ladies  met  the  vis- 
itors as  they  entered  and  piloted  them  to  seats.  The  church 
had  been  beautifully  decorated  with  Hags  and  bunting. 

Back  to  Old  Home. 

The  following  items  from  recent  issues  of  the  Marshall- 
town  Times-Republican  refer  to  a  former  Washington  boy, 
who  is  here  to  enjoy  the  Crocker's  Iowa  Brigade  Reunion: 

times  Republican,  Sept.  12:  Col.  T.  D.  McElroy,  'The 
drummer  boy  of  Shiloh,"  will  leave  Tuesday  morning  for 
Washington,  Iowa,  his  old  home,  to  attend  the  biennial  re- 
union of  the  Crocker's  Iowa  Brigade  Association,  Which  Will 
be  held  September  14  and  15.  The  reunion  will  be  an  evenl 
•  ;f  more  than  usual  importance  in  brigade  circles,  as  Wash- 
ington was  the  place  of  organization  of  the  brigade.  Colonel 
McElroy  served  in  Company  K,  Thirteenth  Iowa  infantry, 
and  enlisted  as  a  drummer  boy  at  Washington;     It  was  on 
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the  first  morning  of  the  battle  of  Shiloh  that  McElroy's 
drum  awakened  the  sleeping  soldiers  to  action,  and  resulted 
in  Mr.  McElroy  gaining  the  title  "the  drummer  boy  of 
Shiloh." 

Times  Republican,  Sept.  13:  After  thirty-eight  years  of 
continuous  service  for  the  Brunswick-Balk-Collender  com- 
pany, as  traveling  salesman  and  Iowa  branch  manager,  Col. 
T.  D.  McElroy  will,  on  Oct.  1,  retire  on  a  lite  pension.  Mr. 
McElroy  is  the  oldest  man  in  the  company's  employ  from 
point  of  service,  distancing  all  others  by  eight  years. 

Col.  McElroy  has  been  in  this  city  continuously  for 
thirty-four  years,  and  has  been  on  the  road  during  all  his 
service  excepting  the  past  live  years,  during  which  time  he 
has  been  manager  of  the  Iowa  branch  house  of  the  company 
here.  During  the  entire  thirty-eight  years  since  he  has 
been  employed  with  the  company  Mr.  McElroy  has  not  had 
as  much  as  a  week's  vacation.  The  reason  he  hasn't  had 
time  oil"  is  because  he  never  asked  for  it.  He  now  believes  he 
is  entitled  to  a  rest. 

To  Whom  Credit  is  Due. 

The  resolution  of  gratitude  unanimously  adopted  by 
Crocker's  Iowa  Brigade  at  their  reunion  held  at  Washing- 
ton, Iowa,  on  the  14th  and  15th  inst.  together  with  the  grat- 
itude and  thanks  extended  by  every  member  of  the  brigade 
privately,  all  expressing  the  very  highest  appreciation  at 
the  magnificent  manner  in  which  their  15th  biennial  reun- 
ion was  handled  by  the  people  of  Washington  county,  leads 
the  chairman  of  the  Executive  committee  to  suggest  that 
recognition  for  the  very  high  success  of  this  reunion  is  due 
to: 

1.  The  loyal,  patriotic  spirit  in  which  these  heroes 
were  received  by  all  the  people  of  our  county.  There  never 
was  a  higher  testimonial  to  the  womanhood  and  manhood 
of  the  county.  Of  course  the  W.  R.  C.  and  G.  A.  R.  come 
first,  in  making  any  reunion  successful;  and  that  was  es- 
pecially true  of  this  one. 

2.  Our  most  useful  citizen,  Mr.  Ceo.  H.  Paul,  contrib- 
uted very  largely  to  the  success  of  this  reunion  with  his 
means,  conveyances  and  time.  The  community  will  not 
have  paid  this  debt  of  gratitude  in  many  years  to  come. 
Without  him  the  reunion  would  not  have  been  so  successful. 

3.  Special  credit  is  also  due  to  D.  J.  Eiehelberger, 
secretary  of  the  committee ;  and  to  A.  J.  Dawson  and  M.  O. 
Loughlin,  the  other  members;  and  to  J.  T.  Matthews,  J.  L. 
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Brookhart  and  Albert  B.  Rogers  for  their  service  and  the 
constant  use  of  their  automobiles,  as  well  as  to  Wilber  Mil- 
ler and  Liv  Hollingsworth. 

4.  The  general  reception  committee  left  nothing  un- 
done to  meet  the  highest  expectations  of  their  visitors;  and 
was  composed  of  S.  W.  Neal,  Howard  Benn,  Samuel  J.  Cock- 
Lin,  A.  E.  Atchison,  J.  W.  Patton,  Edwin  Griffith,  James 
Scott,  Henry  Shields  and  J.  M.  Haines,  J.  A.  Robertson  and 
many  others. 

5.  J.  W.  Morton  looked  after  the  comfort  of  the  bri- 
gade's soldier  guests  in  his  usual  and  most  efficient  man- 
ner. 

6.  The  automobile  owners  have  brought  distinction  to 
the  county  as  well  as  the  great  pleasure  to  the  visitors  by 
the  ten  mile  ride  through  the  city  and  country.  It  was  the 
event  most  enjoyed  by  the  members  of  the  brigade,  their 
wives  and  guests. 

7.  For  the  decoration  of  the  opera  house,  Win.  Paul 
Moothart,  Miss  Grace  Hunter  and  Miss  Etna  Dawson.  These 
decorations  were  universally  commented  upon  as  being  the 
best  and  most  tasteful  ever  seen  in  this  house. 

8.  The  entertainment  committee  was  composed  of 
Frank  Webb,  Seneca  B.  Dewey,  A.  Hunter,  W.  Shannon  and 
P.  Maxwell ;  they  procured  the  finest  entertainment  possible 
in  the  city. 

9.  To  all  the  liverymen  of  the  city  for  their  cabs  and 
carriages  in  bringing  the  old  soldiers  from  the  trains  to 
headquarters. 

10.  To  Frank  Brinton  for  the  big  tent  and  E.  G.  Mas- 
on for  the  smaller  one;  those  used  in  the  park  for  headquar- 
ters. 

11.  To  the  Washington  Band;  to  Grover  Springman, 
Bugler;  and  the  detail  from  Company  D  who  opened  and 
closed  the  meetings  with  the  beautiful  ceremony  of  raising 
and  lowering  the  flag  at  the  meetings  at  the  opera  house. 

12.  To  the  Washington  Glee  club,  composed  of  Messrs 
Albertson,  Palmer,  Neal,  Sherman,  McIIenry,  Shearer,, 
Cocklin,  Ashby,  Adams,  Fuller,  Robb,  Hedges;  and  the  ac- 
companists, Mrs.  Cocklin  and  Miss  Eagle.  And  all  the  oth- 
ers who  took  part  in  the  programs  at  the  opera  house  and 
the  Baptist  church. 

13.  And  all  others  who  contributed  in  a  greater  or 
less  degree  of  their  time,  money  and  in  other  ways  to  the 
success  of  the  reunion.  Respectfully  submitted, 

Marsh  W.  Bailey,  Chairman  Executive  Com. 
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Notes. 

At  the  camp  fire  last  night  Colonel  Rood  took  occasion 
to  thank  those  who  had  charge  of  the  decorations  of  the 
stage  at  the  opera  house.  He  said  that  in  all  the  history  of 
their  reunions,  they  had  never  had  a  more  nicely  decorated 
room  in  which  to  hold  their  meetings. 

Those  who  had  charge  of  the  decorations  at  the  Gra- 
ham wish  to  express  their  thanks  to  the  children  of  the 
Wallace  school  for  the  flowers  which  they  brought  for  use  in 
the  decorations.  It  became  known  to  the  children  that  flow- 
ers were  needed,  and  they  brought  loads  of  flowers  of  ev- 
ery description,  more  than  the  committee  could  use. 

John  Welch,  of  Columbus  City,  Iowa,  a  member  of 
Company  E,  of  the  Sixteenth,  who  made  a  short  speech  at 
the  camp  fire  Wednesday  night,  was  one  of  the  committee 
of  three  appointed  to  nominate  the  first  president  of  the  bri- 
gade association.  Buren  R.  Sherman,  at  one  time  governor 
of  Iowa,  was  the  choice  of  the  committee. 

The  north  side  of  the  square  had  much  the  same  ap- 
pearance which  it  presents  on  show  day  or  at  Fourth  of 
July  celebrations  yesterday  afternoon.  The  big  automobile 
parade  attracted  a  big  crowd  to  that  part  of  the  square. 

Among  those  deserving  of  honor  at  the  hands  of  the 
people  is  Colonel  Benjamin  Beach  of  Muscatine.  He  has  a 
war  record  of  which  any  man  might  be  proud.  He  fought 
in  two  wars  and  with  three  regiments.  During  the  Mexican 
war  he  enlisted  at  Hamilton,  Ohio,  in  the  First  Ohio  Second 
Rifles,  and  was  drilled  under  the  Scott  tactics.  The  first 
captain  was  John  B.  Weller  and  the  second  George  Vandev- 
er.  The  First  Ohio  was  brigaded  with  the  First  Mississippi 
Rifles,  under  the  command  of  Jefferson  Davis.  They  fought 
in  the  three  days'  fight  at  Monterey,  a  city  of  4.0,000  at 
that  time,  Sept.  21,  22  and  23,  1846.  Three  men  were  killed 
and  several  wounded  in  Company  1,  to  which  Mr.  Beach  be- 
longed. Gen.  Zachary  Taylor  commanded  and  with  5,000 
men  captured  11,000  Mexicans.  When  the  Civil  War  broke 
out  Colonel  Beach  went  out  as  First  Lieutenant  of  Company 
A,  First  Iowa  infantry,' and  shared  the  glory  of  fighting  in 
the  battle  of  Wilson  creek  after  the  regiment's  time  was 
out.  He  recruited  Company  H,  11th  Iowa,  went  out  as  its 
captain,  was  promoted  to  Colonel,  and  commanded  the  bri- 
gade. He  would  have  been  made  a  brigadier  and  sent  down 
on  the  Rio  Grande  during  the  Maximilian  trouble,  but  pre- 
ferred to  be  mustered  out  and  return  to  his  home.  He  is 
hale  and  hearty  at  84  and  with  Mrs.  Beach  were  the  guests 
of  Hon.  C.  H.  Wilson,  during  the  reunion  here. 


93  CROCKER'S   IOWA   BRIGADE 

Perry  King,  of  Fairfield,  president  of  the  Jefferson 
County  Soldiers  and  Sailors  association,  was  in  the  city 
yesterday.  The  Jefferson  county  reunion  is  to  be  held  at 
Fairfield  tomorrow,  and  they  expect  to  have  a  big  time. 
Col.  S.  VV.  Brookhart,  of  this  city,  is  on  the  program  for  an 
address  at  the  evening  meeting. 

Washington  people  are  sorry  that  the  reunion  is  over. 
They  enjoyed  the  presence  of  the  old  soldiers  and  did  ev- 
erything possible  to  make  them  comfortable,  and  we  believe 
their  efforts  were  appreciated. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  F.  Coe  of  Muscatine,  were  the  guests 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Corbin.  Mr.  Coe  was  a  member  of 
Company  H,  11th  Iowa,  fie  was  captured  at  Atlanta,  Ga., 
and  served  in  Andersonville  prison  four  months  and  two 
months  in  Florence.  He  remembers  the  horrors  of  those 
prison  pens.  One  day  he  was  detailed  to  help  carry  out  a 
dead  soldier.  The  man  was  No.  65,  being  the  65th  man 
carried  out  dead  that  day.  Once  when  the  men  were  march- 
ing along  in  lines  to  be  counted  one  poor  feeble  fellow  lag- 
ged some  behind  and  Wirz  told  him  to  keep  up  which  the 
soldier  could  not  do,  when  Wirz  ran  up  behind  him  and 
kicked  him  three  times.  The  prisoner  fell  over  and  that 
was  the  last  Coe  saw  of  him,  and  docs  not  know  whether 
he  died  or  not.  While  this  soldier  sleeps  in  an  unknown 
grave  a  monument  has  been  raised  to  the  coward  Wirtz.  It 
was  put  there  by  the  Daughters  of  the  Confederacy.  Wirz 
was,  however,  convicted  and  hanged  by  the  testimony  of 
Confederate  soldiers. 

Captain  and  Mrs.  McConahey  Lemon  of  Guthrie  Center 
were  guests  of  relatives  while  here.  They  were  formerly 
residents  of  Crawfordsville.  He  enlisted  as  a  private  in 
Company  F,  Eleventh  Iowa,  was  promoted  to  its  captaincy, 
and  was  through  all  of  the  campaigns  of  the  regiment.  He 
reenlisted  with  the  regiment  and  served  to  the  close  of  the 
war.  After  being  mustered  out  he  returned  home,  mar- 
ried Miss  Jennie  McCutcheon,  and  moved  to  Guthrie  coun- 
ty, where  he  reared  a  family.  He  succeeded  in  business  and 
has  held  several  honorable  positions  of  his  county. 
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ROSTER  OF  MEMBERS  AT  WASHINGTON. 


Eleventh 


(Addresses  are  all  Iowa  unless  otherwise  stated.) 


Robert  Henderson,  Davenport 
H.  C.  Kellogg,  Sac  City 
J.  W.  Anderson,  Marshalltown 
J.  S.  Townsley,  Bronson,  Kansas 
A.  G.  Tyler,  Muscatine 
Geo.  Benedict,  Muscatine 
Wm.  E.  Taylor,  Blair,  Nebr. 
A.  D.  Rose,  Rosalie,  Nebr. 


Company  A 

Benj.  Beach,  Muscatine 
John  W.  Meeker,  Cranston 
J.  1).  Richards,  Way-land 
Simon  Meyers,  Buffalo 
Philander   Newton,  Nichols 
T.  S.  Meeker,  Litts 
W.  B.  Robinson,  Grand  View 


T.  McKinne,  Afton 

J.  B.  Meyers,  Whitten 

J.  C.  Meyers,  Marshalltown 


Company   B 


E.  M.  Hickman,  Whitten 
P.  B.  Herrington,  Wapell 

Samuel  Mooney,  Clemom 


John  W.  Edmundson,  Gardner,  Kans.     J.  L.  Armstrong,  EJldora 


Company  C 


J.  W.  Sands,  Ainsworth 

Alex  Henderson,  Ainsworth 

J.  C.  Glasgow,  Clarinda 

S.  J.  Duncan,  Allerton 

Z.  L.  Edwards,  Columbus  Junction 

John  Gamble,  Moline,  111. 

J.  M.  Ashford,  Mayville,  Mo. 


W.  1).  Ashford,  Mayville,  Mo. 
D.  C.  Glasgow,  Blanchard 
Jas.  E.  Green,  Lone  Tree 
James  Manly,  Columbus  City 
A.  D.  Acheson,  Ainsworth 
Van  V.  Reeves,  Guthrie  Center 


A.  Wiker,  Alliance,  Neb. 
E.  M.  Wiker,  Bethel,  Kansas 
Chas.  Laporte,  Afton 
Perry  Stirret,  Deep  River 
G.  W.  Miller,  Independence 
T.  D.  Farrier,  Tipton 


Company   D 

Sam  Stelly,  Victor 

J.  M.  Duncan,  Muscatine 

M.  M.  Monohan,  Raymond,  Wa  sir. 

R.  Forbes,  Omaha,  Nebr. 

W.  S.  Fultz,  Muscatine 

J.  H.  Edge,  Wilton  Junction 
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John,  Lett,  Benedict,  Nebr. 

J.  W.Albin,  Cedar  Bluffs 

B.  P.  Bossert,  Tipton 

J.  W.  Batdorf,  Wellsville,  Kansas 

J.  H.  Boldon,  Tipton 

J.  H.  Eldridge,  Corning' 


Company  E 

E.  G.  Jackson,  Olds 

P.  Van  Winkle,  Washington 

W.  I.  Williamson,  Knoxville 

S.  S.  Lytle,  Iowa  City 

J.  L.  Riley,  Columbus  City 

J.  C.  Purvis,  Washington 


Company  F 


C.  Lemop,  Guthrie  Center 
Pph.  Stevens,  Garden  City,  Kas. 
Samuel  Gordon,  Crawfordsville 
Adison  B.  Taylor,  Parkston,  S.  D. 
A.  J.  Dawson,  Washington 
W.  H.  Tedford,  Corydon 


I.  B.  Wallace,  Canton 

II.  B.  Trotter,  Blairsburg 
I.  N.  Carr,  Wellman 

Joe  Farley,  Melverne,  Kansas 

John  Palmer,  Duncombe 

R.  E,  Love,  Hot  Springs,  S.  I). 


Geo.  Pencil,  Rome 
D.  H.  Barr,  Wayland 


Company  G 

W.  C.  Lin  kin,  New  London 
Mathias  Paxton,  Rome 


G.  W.  Sweeney,  Des  Moines 
Henry  Stormfeltz,  Princeton,  Mo 
Simon  P.  Wilhelm,  Muscatine 
Scott  Love,  Muscatine 
John  H.  Zoellner,  Muscatine 


Company   H 

J.  E.  Coe,  Muscatine 

D.  Richards,  West  Liberty 

J.  Rupp,  Washington 

Geo.  W.  LeFever,  Muscatine 


Company  I 

H.  Hinkhouse,  Palco,  Kansas  J.  W.  Linville,  Ludden,  N.  D. 

B.  F.  Gard,  Woodbine  Jasper  Williams,  Grand  View 


Sam  Shafer,  Cedar  Rapids 

Geo.  Gullaher,  Roscoe 

G.  W.  S tucker,  New  London 


Company  K 

John  Strang,  Thor 
John  Kumer,  Sheridan 


Thirteenth 


Company  A 


H.  H.  Rood,  Mount  Vernon 
Chas.  W.  Kepler,  Mount  Vernon 
Jacob  Shaver,  Fairfax 
J.  N.  Easterly,  Lisbon 
J.  R.  McClaskey,  Toledo 


W.  A.  Norris,  Rock  Island,  111. 

N.  P.  Miller,  Ft.  Madison 

J.  W.  Fitz,  Jefferson 

W.  L.  Comstock,  Mechanicsville 

James  Wickham,  Lisbon 
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L.  C.  Westfall,  Mingo 


G.  II.  Ragsdale,  Des  Moines 
E.  D.  Spencer,  Lucas 
J.  P.  Martin,  Chariton 


Company  B 

Silas  Poling,  Colfax 

Company  C 

Elias  Milton,  Lacona 

H.  C.  Anderson,  Pomona,  Cal. 


Albert  Fritzler,  Delta 

G.  W.  Alton,  Hillsboro 

Andrew  Stranahan,  Washington 

J.  T.  Parker,  Sigourney 

Wesley  H.  Orton,  Fullerton,  Neb. 

D.  W.  Shean,  Sigourney 

H.  W.  Enyart,  Eldon 

Win.  Johnson,  Tallighan 

S.  W.  Brunt,  Sigourney 


Company   D 

C.  P.  Kendall,  Delta 

J.  E.  McCenahan,  Oskaloosa 

M.  G.  Reynolds,  Shenandoah 

Wm.  Chesney,  Keota 

Peter  Shaver,  Sigourney 

R.  S.  Martin,  Hedrick 

M.  D.  Anderson,  Esbon,  Kansas 

J.  J.  Sisson,  Harvey ville,  Kansas 


Wm.  Drew,  Cantrel 
Lawrence  Mott,  Ottumwa 
W.A.Shirk,LeClaire 
Jasper  Forsyth,  Cordova,  111. 


Company  E 

Geo.  Merna,  Wyoming,  111. 

O.  F.  Blunek,  Indianapolis,  Okla. 

Thos.  J.  Kelly,  Wilton  Junction 


Company  F 

S.  A.  Easterly,  Sedalia,  Mo.  W.  H.  Easterly,  Clinton 

Henry  Zimmerman,  Cedar  Rapids  Daniel  Wall,  Fremont 

Company  G 

Chas.  E.  Putnam,  Cedar  Rapids  E.  C.  Smock,  Des  Moines 

R.  R.  Hanford,  Vinton  Wm.  Amburn,  Mt.  Auburn 

J.  R.  Wallace,  Vinton 

Company  H 

B.  F.  Glass,  Beeman 


Company  I 


D.  J.  Eichelberger,  Washington 

D.  E.  Cocklin,  Washington 

C.  S.  S.  Cooper,  Toledo 

A.  M.  Miller,  Macedonia 

S.  H.  Hartzler,  Bedford 

R.  R.  Cox,  Hinesboro,  111. 

F.  H.  Farley,  Sloan 


F.  G.  Chcsley,  Westchester 

Van  B.  Storey,  Keota 

J.  T.  Beaty,  Jefferson 

T.  Y.  McCall,  LeClair 

Fred  E.  White,  South  English 

N.  L.  Long,  Crawfordsville 
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Company   K 


John  W.  Eyestone,  Mt.  Vernon 

H.  W.  McCauley,  Lebanon,  Kansas 

James  Dickinson,  Pleasant  Plain 

F.  M.  Ohmart,  Grinnell 

M.  O'Laughlin,  Washington 

S.  E.  Woodford,  Brighton 

A.  Hollopeter,  Brighton 

John  Horton,  Brighton 


J.  M.  Smiley,  Bellaire,  Kansas 
Benj.  T.  Welch,  Topeka,  Kansas 
J.  H.  Evans,  Monmouth,  Kansas 
A.  J.  Lane,  South  English 
A.  J.  Knauss,  Washington 
Wm.  M.  Meyers,  Brightoii 
T.  D.  McElroy,  Marshalltown 


W.  W.  Nelson,  Birmingham 
W.  II.  MeCum?,  Clinton 
Wm.  Draper,  Brighton 
Wm.  Thornton,  Aankeny 


Fifteenth 

Company  A 

E.  C.  Evans,  Davenport 
M.  Rhynesburger,  Orange  City 
Win.  McKinster,  Waterloo 
Henry  Repenn,  Tama 


Company   B 

D.  W.  Bushnell,  Council  Bluffs  J.  M.  Parker,  Des  Moines 

C.  E.  Lanstrum,  Galesburg,  111.  David  E.  King,  Adel 

August  F.  Burger,  Van  Meter  Geo.  D.  Washburn,  Muscatine 


Company  C 

Geo.  Keesling,  Elk  River,  Minn.  W.  H.  Brown,  Rose  Hill 

D.  Hunt,  Lynville  R.  II.  Dickson,  Rose  Hill 

Company  D 

J.  M.  Lindsey,  Des  Moines  Thos.  W.  Scott,  Marion 

R.  H.  Copeland,  Independence  Stephen  Wilkins,  Ottumwa 

A.  K.  Hostetter,  Grinnell 


I.  H.  Lane,  Cedar  Rapids 
Frank  H.  Jordan,  Burlington 
A.  Hunter,  Washington 
Sam  Minnich,  Keosauqua 
W.  P.  L.  Muir,  Bonaparte 
J.  F.  Lock,  Bentonsport 
Samuel  Marriott,  Bentonsport 
J.  H.  Hellevig,  Milton 


Company  E 

Christopher  Warren,  Keosauqua 
J.  W.  Cheney,  Keosauqua 
W.  H.  Harryman,  Douds  Leando 
J.  R.  Porter,  Denmark 
0.  E.  Stewart,  Burlington 
Wm.  Thompson,  Grand  View 
H.  C.  Seymour,  Danville 
J.  J.  Wilson,  Chicago 


<  Company  F 

Charles  Stearns,  Independence  Werner  Moeller,  Somen 
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Company  G 

Jessie  W.  Cheek,  Des  Moines  Daniel  Embre,  Ames 

C.  W.  KiOchell,  DeSote  G.  W.  Dei  ry,  Knoxville 

Company  II 

L.  S.  Tyler,  Keokuk  B.  G.  Card,  Cedar  Rapids 

C.  A.  Monson,  Fairfield  E.  D.  Spencer,  Fairfield 

Company   I 

Elkany  Chandler,  East  Dubuque,  111.       W.  W.  Williams,  Osceola 

Company   K 
E.  L.  Horth,  Centralia,  Kansas 


Sixteenth 

Company  A 

Wm.  H.  Crawford,  Buffalo 

Company  C 

J.  L.  King,  Mullen,  Texas  Huey  M.  McClelland,  Washington 

Arnold  Twiggs,  Washington  F.  G.  Schultz,  Burlington 

Wm.  Mauley,  Marshalltbwn  W.  L.  Kissick,  Oskaloosa 

S.  Cretzmeyer,  Waverly  C.  W.  Fracker,  Des  Moines 

Ceo.  W.  Keekler,  Muscatine  John  Hayes,  Seattle,  Wash. 

Peter  Getter,  Muscatine  John  K.  Bottger,  Ollie 

Company  D 

J.  B.  Ingalls,  Lehigh  Jefferson  D.  Gildea,  Luther 

J.  T.  Francis,  Deer  Creek,  111. 

Company  E 

Jos.  Murray,  Cairo  John  Welch,  Columbus  City 

Company   F 

J.  Mike  Graw,  Toledo  Christian  Heppe,  Muscatine 

B.  Knopfell,  St.  Louis 

Company  II 

C.  H.  Mattocks,  Manchester  Albert  Little,  Strawberry  Point 

Company   I 
M.  V.  Lott,  Waterloo 

Company  K 

John  Hocke,  Muscatine 


vto 
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Monument  Erected  at  Vicksuukg,  Mi>s. 

3d   Brigade,   6th   Division,    17th   A.   C. 
11th,    13th,    15th,    16th    Iowa    Infantry 


Proceedings  of 
Commemorative  of  Fifty  Years  Sinee  Muster-In 


of 


Crocker's  Iowa  Brigade 


xl  the 


Sixteenth  Biennial  Reunion 


Held  at 


Sigourney,  Iowa 

September  6  aud  7,   1911 


Volume  II.     Part    2 


Composed  of   the   Officers  aud   Soldiers  who  have   at  any   lime   Served 
with    Honor   in   the   Eleventh,   Thirteenth,    Fifteenth   and    Six- 
teenth Regiments,  Iowa  Infantry  Volunteers,  in  the 
War  of  the  Rebellion,  from  1861  to  1865 


"  Headquarters 

(ROCKER'S  IOWA  BRIGADE 

Notice  of  Meeting 

Mount  Vernon,  Iowa,  July  20,  1911. 
To  the  Members  of  the  Society  of  Crocker's  Iowa  Brigade: 

The  Sixteenth  Biennial  Reunion  of  this  Society  will  be 
held  at  Sigourney,  Iowa,  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  Sep- 
tember 6*  and  7,  1911,  in  Commemoration  of  the  Fiftieth 
Year  after  their  Muster-In. 

All  soldiers  who  have  at  any  time  served  in  the  "Iowa 
Brigade,"  composed  of  the  11th,  13th,  15th  and  16th  Iowa 
Infantry  Volunteers,  are  by  the  constitution  entitled  to 
membership  and  are  cordially  invited  and  urged  to  attend. 

Regimental  meetings  at  1:30  p.  m.  Wednesday. 

All  arrangements  for  the  meeting  will  be  in  charge  of 
a  local  executive  committee  in  Sigourney. 

A  second  circular  will  be  sent  out,  giving  full  informa- 
tion and  instruction  as  to  hotel  rates  and  railroad  connec- 
tions. 

The  Silver  Oak  Leaf  Badge  of  the  Society  and  the  en- 
graved Certiiicate  of  Membership  can  be  procured  at  the  re- 
union or  by  addressing  C.  W.  Kepler,  Recording  Secretary, 
Mount  Vernon,  Iowa.     The  price  of  each  is  one  dollar. 

Notices  of  the  death  of  members  since  our  last  meeting, 
with  dates  and  other  incidents,  and  of  change  of  postoflice 
address  of  members,  should  be  sent  to  D.  W.  Bushnell,  Cor- 
responding Secretary,  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa. 

The  annual  address  will  be  delivered  by  Hon.  Fred  E. 
White,  Company  I,  Thirteenth  Iowa. 

Owing  to  conditions  which  all  our  members  will  recog- 
nize, we  urge  the  President  and  Secretaries  oi  the  regi- 
ments and  all  Comrades  by  correspondence  and  personal 
effort  to  urge  the  attendance  of  all  members. 
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This  year,  1911,  marks  the  passage  of  fifty  years  since 
the  Muster-in  of  the  original  members  of  each  of  the  Regi- 
ments of  this  Brigade.  It  is  most  fitting  that  we  should 
commemorate  this  event.  The  greatness  of  our  reunited 
country,  its  unity  and  prosperity,  should  inspire  every  sur- 
vivor of  the  Brigade  to  come  to  this  reunion,  and  renew  once 
more  the  memories  of  the  past. 

The  increasing  attendance  of  wives,  sons  and  daugh- 
ters of  members  upon  our  reunions  is  cordially  commended, 
and  their  presence  in  greater  numbers  than  ever  at  our  six- 
teenth biennial  meeting  is  earnestly  requested. 

The  ties  of  "Fraternity,  Charity  and  Loyalty,"  which 
bound  the  Brigade  in  its  unbroken  service  as  an  organiza- 
tion from  April,  1862,  to  July,  18G5,  and  the  spirit  of  com- 
radeship which  has  marked  its  reunions  for  thirty-one  years 
assure  us  that  despite  the  lapse  of  time  and  the  loss  of 
loved  and  honored  members,  the  Brigade  will  come  together 
at  the  city  of  Sigourney,  with  undiminished  numbers. 

II.  H.  Rood,  President, 

Mount  Vernon,  Iowa. 

C.  W.  Kepler,  Recording  Secretary,  Mount  Vernon,  Iowa. 

D.  W.  Bushnell,  Corresponding  Secretary,  Council  Bluffs,  la. 
J.  W.  Cheek,  Treasurer,  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 


CROCKER'S   IOWA   BRIGADE  109 


REPORT  OF  FIRST  BUSINESS  MEETING. 


Wednesday,  September  6,  1911. 

The  Brigade  formed  in  front  of  the  head-quarters,  St. 
Charles  Hotel,  and  marched  to  the  tent. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Colonel  H.  II.  Rood, 
President  of  the  Brigade,  who  said: 

Comrades:  A  most  solemn  and  painful  duty  devolves 
upon  this  Brigade  before  it  enters  on  any  other  form  of  bus- 
iness. On  the  15th  of  last  November,  without  warning  to 
herself  or  family,  that  little  woman,  loved  and  honored  by 
this  Brigade,  suddenly  passed  from  earth  to  the  things  be- 
yond. It  is  indeed  true  to  say  that  no  death  among  women 
in  Iowa  ever  startled  and  shocked  more  people  than  did  the 
announcement  on  that  sad  day  that  Mrs.  Cheek,  loved  and 
honored  in  her  own  state,  loved  and  honored  in  her  own  city, 
had  suddenly  joined  the  immortals. 

You  know,  my  comrades,  what  a  beautiful  character 
she  had,  and  how  from  her  childhood  until  our  meeting  at 
Washington  last  September,  she  had  charmed  and  enter- 
tained the  members  of  this  Brigade,  and  not  them  only,  but 
in  the  city  of  Des  Moines  where  she  lived,  there  was  scarce- 
ly a  funeral  of  any  importance  where  the  stricken  ones  did 
not  have  their  heart-burdens  lifted  and  their  faith  increased 
by  her  songs.  Our  Brigade  and  the  people  of  this  state  de- 
pended upon  her  to  furnish  that  in  song  which  no  one  else 
could  give,  and  in  accordance  with  what  I  know  is  the  wish, 
not  only  of  those  who  are  present,  but  those  who  are  ab- 
sent, and  representing  also  many  throughout  this  state  who 
will  be  glad  to  see  that  you  have  thus  honored  her,  the  first 
business  of  this  Brigade  will  be  to  appoint  a  committee  to 
draft  suitable  resolutions  expressing  our  respect  for  Mrs. 
Cheek.  I  will  name  as  the  committee:  Capt.  C.  W.  Fracker, 
Capt.  C.  E.  Putnam,  Major  L.  S.  Tyler  and  P.  B.  Harrington. 

This  committee  will  please  assemble  immediately  after 
dinner  at  the  brigade  headquarters  and  prepare  resolutions 
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to  be  read  at  our  meeting  here  tomorrow  morning.  Those 
who  are  in  favor  of  appointing  this  committee  will  signify 
their  respect  and  love  for  Mrs.  Cheek  by  rising  to  their  feet, 

It  is  an  unanimous  and  heartfelt  vote. 

Entering  now  upon  the  regular  business  of  this  meet- 
ing, Comrades,  I  want  you  to  look  at  this  desk.  Most  of 
you  know  what  it  means  and  stands  for.  I  have  a  guess 
that  except  an  antiquated  desk  of  Major  Tyler's  it  is  the 
only  one  of  this  kind  in  the  possession  of  a  member  of  this 
Brigade.  This  was  the  field  desk  of  Co.  1)  of  the  13th  Iowa, 
and  Capt.  Parker,  bless  his  old  hearty  soul,  brought  it  home 
with  him  and  has  kept  it  ever  since,  and  now  after  half  a 
century  from  the  date  of  our  mustering  in  it  stands  upon 
this  platform  as  the  desk  at  which  your  presiding  officer  is 
to  preside,  as  a  relic  of  the  days  that  are  past. 

Half  a  century!  What  a  wide,  wide  period  that  is.  Pro- 
vidence, gracious  providence,  has  spared  so  many  of  you 
fifty  years  after  your  enlistment  to  come  together  in  this 
reunion,  celebrating  your  enlistment  into  the  army  of  the 
United  States.  I  want  to  emphasize  those  words,  "United 
States."  You  enlisted  to  serve  the  United  States,  you  kept 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  you  re-enlisted  at  Vicks- 
burg  after  two  years  to  serve  the  United  States.  You  were 
not  serving  any  other  power  or  interest,  but  the  United 
States  of  America.  I  congratulate  you  that  so  many  of  you 
so  served,  and  that  so  many  of  your  wives,  sons  and  daugh- 
ters are  with  us  this  morning.  It  is  a  great  and  monumen- 
tal evidence  of  your  love  and  affection  for  each  other.  It  is 
monumental  evidence  of  your  love  and  affection  for  your 
country,  and  of  the  truth,  love  and  patriotism  with  which 
you  have  acted,  both  in  the  service  and  in  the  years  of  civil 
life.  I  congratulate  you,  my  Comrades,  this  morning.  (Ap- 
plause.) 
President  Rood : 

The  first  in  order  this  morning  would  be  the  report  of 
the  recording  secretary.  Before  leaving  home  Capt.  Kepler 
packed  his  report  in  his  trunk  with  his  evening  suit  and  his 
wife's  evening  clothes,  and  that  trunk  has  failed  to  arrive. 
Doubtless  it  is  now  standing  on  some  depot  platform  for- 
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gotten,  so  we  will  have  the  report  tomorrow  morning  after 
that  trunk  arrives. 

The  next  will  be  the  report  of  the  corresponding  secre- 
tary, Mr.  Bushnell. 

Report  of  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Letters  were  read  from  members,  from  invited  guests, 
and  from  honorary  members.    A  large  number. 

The  report  shows  that  notices  of  this  meeting  were 
sent  out  as  follows: 

To  the  members  of  the  11th  Iowa  Infantry 293 

To  the  members  of  the  13th  Iowa  Infantry 386 

To  the  members  of  the  15th  Iowa  Infantry 361 

To  the  members  of  the  16th  Iowa  Infantry 238 

Total   1281 

Notices  sent  to  various  newspapers  106 

Notices  sent  to  honorary  members  and  guests 100 

Notices  sent  to  Soldiers'  Homes 14 

Total  notices  sent 1501 

Of  these  there  were  returned  uncalled  for 72 

Returned  marked  deceased   16 

We  have  members  in  Soldiers'  Homes 72 

Members  registered  at  this  reunion  are  as  follows: 

Of  the  1 1th  Iowa  Infantry 67 

Of  the  13th  Iowa  Infantry 90 

Of  the  15th  Iowa  Infantry 56 

Of  the  16th  Iowa  Infantry 20 


rp 


Total  registered    233 

Deaths  reported: 

In  the  11th  Iowa  Infantry  11 

In  the   13th  Iowa  Infantry    30 

In  the  15th  Iowa  Infantry 21 

In  the  1 6th  Iowa  Infantry 13 

Total  deaths  reported  75 

Mr.  Bushnell : 

I  think  that  is  all  comrades,  except  that  I  want  to  state 
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that  many  letters  have  been  written  and  returned  uncalled 
for.  I  have  them  here  on  the  desk,  and  would  like  to 
have  some  member  from  each  regiment  take  them,  and  not- 
ify me  of  any  who  have  died,  or  any  changes  in  address. 

President  Rood: 

I  wish  to  emphasize  the  letters  which  the  correspond- 
ing secretary  has  called  to  your  attention.  The  president 
or  secretary  of  each  regiment,  and  if  either  should  not  be 
present,  then  some  member  of  the  regiment,  ought  to  take 
these  letters  and  go  over  them  carefully,  and  see  that  the 
data  is  on  your  regimental  records.  This  is  the  only  way 
the  corresponding  secretary  has  ot"  knowing  to  whom  to  ad- 
dress the  notices.  We  are  sending  out  each  year  somewhere 
in  the  neighborhood  of  two  or  two  hundred  fifty  useless 
notices.  I  therefore  urge  the  president,  secretary  or  some 
member  of  each  regiment  to  get  these  letters  and  see  that 
the  proper  entries  are  made  upon  their  books,  so  that  you 
may  notify  the  corresponding  secretary  of  any  changes. 

The  report  of  the  treasurer  will  be  included  in  the  re- 
port of  the  recording  secretary,  and  when  you  presiding  of- 
ficer announces  the  committee  on  the  nomination  of  officers, 
I  will  ask  them  to  merge  the  office  of  treasurer  with  that  of 
recording  secretary.  It  is  so  inconvenient  to  have  them  sep- 
arated, and  as  a  matter  of  fact  tor  a  number  of  years  the 
election  of  a  treasurer  has  been  only  a  nominal  matter.  I 
shall  ask  the  committee  on  nomination  of  officers  to  include 
the  office  of  treasurer  with  the  office  of  recording  secretary. 

After  consultation  and  with  regret  that  it  was  impos- 
sible to  put  a  number  of  faithful,  constant  attendants  of 
this  reunion  on  these  committees,  your  chairman  announces 
the  following  committeees: 

Committee  on  Time  and  Place:  Chairman,  Capt.  C.  W. 
Kepler,  13th  Iowa;  B.  F.  Bossert,  11th  Iowa;  J.  H.  Hell  wig, 
15th  Iowa,  and  A.  T.  Little,  16th  Iowa. 

Committee  on  Orator:  H.  C.  McArthur,  15th  Iowa; 
Capt.  Lemon,  11th  Iowa;  T.  D.  McElroy,  13th  Iowa;  Capt. 
W.  L.  Kissick,  16th  Iowa. 

Committee  on  Nomination  of  Officers:  J.  C.    Glasgow, 
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11th  Iowa;  Capt.  W.  A.  Shirk,  13th  Iowa;  Oscar  Stewart, 
15th  Iowa;  Col.  J.  H.  Smith,  16th  Iowa. 

Committee  on  Thanks  and  Acknowledgments:  Major 
L.  S.  Tyler,  15th  Iowa;  M.  G.  Wiggins,  11th  Iowa;  Samuel 
Easterly,  13th  Iowa;  Col.  J.  IT.  Smith,  16th  Iowa. 

These  various  committees  will  please  meet  this  after- 
noon at  the  hotel,  the  Brigade  headquarters,  and  do  such 
work  as  they  can  before  the  regimental  meetings,  and  then 
adjourn  to  complete  their  work  afterwards,  and  be  ready  to 
report  here  tomorrow  morning  at  the  closing  business 
meeting  of  the  Brigade. 

President  Rood : 

lias  any  comrade  any  matter  of  business  to  suggest  ? 
There  seems  to  be  none. 

President  Rood : 

We  have  with  us  this  morning  some  guests,  one  of 
whom  with  his  wife,  is  compelled  to  return  home  on  the 
6:37  train  this  afternoon.  I  went  over  and  whispered  to 
him  just  a  moment  ago  that  not  having  the  report  of  the 
recording  secretary,  I  was  going  to  call  on  him  for  a  five  or 
ten  minutes  talk,  and  I  want  to  tell  you  why.  He  is  a  citi- 
zen of  our  county,  a  strong  lawyer,  is  a  splendid  wide-awake 
man,  has  traveled  quite  extensively,  and  his  father  and 
three  brothers  served  under  the  flag.  One  of  the  brothers 
at  least,  is  sleeping — I  was  going  to  say — under  the  south- 
ern sun,  but  I  never  like  that  phrase.  There  is  no  southern 
sun;  there  is  but  one  sun  and  no  other.  (Applause.)  One 
lost  a  leg  in  the  service  for  his  country,  and  altogether  it  is 
a  pretty  good  family  to  come  from,  and  I  have  asked  him 
to  come  forward  and  talk  to  you  because  he  is  going  away. 
Comrades,  Mr.  D.  W.  Voris  of  Marion. 

Mr.  Voris : 

Mr.  President,  Members  of  the  Famous  Crocker's  Io- 
wa Brigade:  My  esteemed  friend,  President  Rood,  referr- 
ed to  the  fact  that  I  am  a  lawyer,  or  at  least,  think  I  am,  and 
that  being  true,  I  want  to  refer  him  to  a  statute  of  this 
state  against  cruelty  to  animals. 

When  I  received  an  invitation  from  the  officers  of  the 
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Crocker  Brigade  to  be  present  with  you  in  this  reunion,  I 
considered  it,  after  1  learned  it  was  really  for  me,  to  be  one 
of  the  greatest  compliments  that  has  ever  come  to  me. 

I  know  something  of  the  Civil  War,  not  personally,  be- 
cause I  was  but  a  small  boy  at  that  time,  but  as  has  been 
stated  by  President  Rood,  my  father  and  three  brothers 
went  to  defend  the  principles  that  were  laid  down  by  the 
Fathers.  Today  one  cultivates  the  soil  of  one  of  the  states 
of  this  great  union;  another's  crutches  1  have  listened  to  for 
nearly  forty-five  years,  and  my  father  rests  in  a  grave  in 
this  state. 

It  has  been  the  privilege  and  pleasure  of  Mrs.  Voris  and 
myself,  as  was  suggested  by  Col.  Hood,  to  travel  in  this  and 
other  countries,  and  we  have  studied  the  military  history  of 
these  countries,  and  have  visited  many  of  the  great  battle- 
fields, and  tried  to  understand,  as  students  of  history,  what 
it  all  meant.  At  Waterloo  when  we  stood  upon  that  great 
battlefield  1  was  never  so  impressed  before  with  the  patriot- 
ic spirit  of  the  Union  army  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg;  and 
I  resent  the  statements  that  have  been  made  that  the  pres- 
ent generation  do  not  appreciate  what  has  been  done  by  the 
men  of  the  Crocker  Brigade  and  the  men  of  the  Union  who 
made  and  preserved  the  principles  which  you  did  and  which 
we  enjoy  today.  I  want  to  say  to  you  that  the  people  of 
this  country  appreciate  this,  and  I  will  tell  you  why  it  im- 
pressed Mrs.  Voris  and  myself  as  it  did.  It  was  the  differ- 
ence between  fighting  for  a  personal  ambition  and  lighting 
for  principle.  And  in  the  spirit  of  patriotism  we  will  do 
just  what  you  men  did,  when  there  is  a  cause  to  defend  we 
will  go. 

It  was  not  my  purpose  to  talk  to  you  in  this  meeting  or 
tonight,  but  I  prized  the  invitation  to  be  present  with  you 
so  much  that  I  have  traveled  the  distance  between  our  place 
and  Kansas  City  twice  in  order  to  be  here  at  this  time.  I 
would  like  to  sit  at  your  side  and  listen  to  the  stories  that 
have  made  the  greatest  country  that  God's  sun  ever  shown 
on.    I  would  like  to  listen  to  these. 

I  have  nothing  more  to  say  any  more  than  I  want  to 
again  thank  you  for  the  invitation.    I  consider  it  the  great- 
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est  compliment  that  has  ever  been  paid  to  me  because  I  am 
a  friend  of  the  soldier,  and  why  should  I  not  be? 

I  would  like  to  say,  though  1  have  no  authority  to  do  so, 
that  I  know  the  people  of  this  city  have  thrown  their  doors 
wide  open  to  receive  you. 

Gentlemen,  1  thank  you.     (Applause.) 

President  Rood: 

It  was  allright,  wasn't  it  boys. 

I  want  to  make  another  announcement.  This  afternoon 
at  two  o'clock  the  regimental  meetings  will  take  place.  The 
Brigade  will  form  the  same  as  it  did  this  morning.  Guides 
will  be  present  to  take  each  regiment  to  the  place  of  the  reg- 
imental meeting.  You  will  have  ample  time,  and  1  hope  and 
know  you  will  use  it  to  good  advantage,  and  I  trust  that 
every  member  of  each  regiment  will  attend  the  regimental 
reunions. 

Tomorrow  morning  at  9:45  will  be  the  regular  parade, 
and  your  presiding  oilicer  has  taken  the  liberty  of  cutting 
off  part  of  it,  and  it  is  going  to  be  short  so  that  every  com- 
rade can  make  the  march  without  any  trouble.  The  parade 
will  end  at  the  entrance  of  this  tent  and  we  will  come  from 
it  to  our  meeting  tomorrow  morning. 

Tonight  is  the  first  camp  fire.  The  Brigade  will  form 
the  same  as  it  did  this  morning  and  come  to  this  tent.  That 
is  something  1  do  not  need  to  urge  you   to  attend. 

Tomorrow  afternoon  is  the  reception  at  the  Methodist 
church.  I  do  not  think  there  will  be  any  program,  and  I  hope 
every  member  of  the  Brigade  will  attend,  and  get  acquaint- 
ed writh  the  people  of  Sigourney. 

Now  in  returning  to  the  headquarters  we  do  not  have 
the  band,  but  I  believe  in  order  to  have  everything  done  in 
order  I  will  ask  the  Brigade  to  pass  out  and  form  and  we 
will  march  back  to  the  hotel.  Comrade  Henderson  will  give 
you  the  step.  He  knows  how.  When  we  adjourn  we  will 
form  and  pass  to  the  Brigade  headquarters  and  break  ranks 
there.  Before  we  adjourn  Capt.  Parker  wishes  to  make  an 
announcement. 

Capt.  J.  T.  Parker: 
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Mr.  President,  Members  of  the  Brigade :  I  wish  to  an- 
nounce here  that  I  want  every  member  of  Co.  D  of  the  13th 
Iowa,  at  4  o'clock,  in  front  of  my  office.  1  do  this  that  they 
may  all  get  the  notice.  At  that  place  on  the  17th  of  October 
1861,  one  hundred  of  us  got  into  wagons  and  started  for 
trouble,  and  we  found  it.  We  will  call  the  roll,  and  those 
who  do  not  answer  of  the  one  hundred  eighty  who  belonged 
to  that  company  during  the  war,  I  can  answer  for  every  one. 

President  Rood : 

1  think  there  is  no  other  business.  We  stand  adjourned 
and  the  Brigade  will  form  as  indicated. 
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CAMP  FIRE. 


First  Evening,  September  6,  1911. 

Assembly. 

Miss  Page  sang  the  Salute  to  the  Flag. 

Prayer. 

Music:  "Hail  to  the  Star  Gemmed  Banner." 

President  Rood  : 

A  few  years  ago  I  knew  a  young  man  in  college,  who 
had  that  strength  of  character  and  those  principles  which 
stir  the  souls  of  boys  who  are  trying  to  get  an  education, 
and  when  we  came  down  here  last  June  to  make  arrange- 
ments for  this  reunion  I  found  this  same  young  man  the 
mayor  of  your  city,  highly  respected.  All  mayors  are  not 
respected.  He  is  to  deliver  to  us  the  address  of  welcome. 
Comrades,  Mayor  J.  H.  Wyllie. 

Address  of  Welcome. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Members  of  the  Crocker  Iowa  Brigade, 
Visitors  and  Friends: 

It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  extend  to  you  in  behalf 
of  Sigourney  and  her  people,  a  most  cordial  and  hearty  wel- 
come. Sigourney  is  proud  today,  and  gladly  welcomes  you, 
as  your  Brigade  forms  a  very  important  link  in  the  history 
of  our  city,  county  and  state. 

It  was  within  three  miles  of  this  place  that  your  gallant 
commander  spent  life's  early  day.  It  was  here  that  the  sir- 
ens sang  to  him.  It  was  here  that  he  took  leave  of  the  ox 
team  and  breaking  plow  to  go  to  West  Point.  It  was  here 
that  he  obtained  that  education  and  early  training  which 
put  him  in  the  front  rank  of  his  profession  and  made  him  a 
leader  among  leaders — your  gallant  commander,  Marcellus 
M.  Crocker.     (Applause.) 

During  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  Keokuk  county  sent 
to  the  front  one  thousand  of  her  strongest  and  bravest  sons, 
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one  hundred  and  forty  of  whom  fought  under  the  standard 
of  our  Gallant  Crocker. 

"Men  who  would  not  be  a  traitor's  knaves, 
Men  who  would  not  fill  a  coward's  graves, 
Who  for  America's  rights  and  law 
Freedom's  sword  did  strongly  draw. 
Freeman  stand,  or  freeman  fall, 
America  must  be  free." 

As  I  stand  here  tonight  I  see  a  remnant  of  what  was 
the  mightiest  army  ever  assembled.  1  see  your  gray  hairs 
and  storm  wrecked  forms,  and  like  the  poet  I  am  compelled, 
to  exclaim:  "What  time  hath  wrought!"  1  look  back  two 
score  years  and  ten,  and  1  see  you  in  manhood's  youthful 
prime;  I  hear  the  booming  of  the  guns  of  secession,  and  I 
hear  the  question  asked,  "Shall  treason  be  punished,  or  shall 
we  permit  them  to  seceed?"  It  was  then  that  your  loyalty 
shone  forth  like  stars  of  the  heavens  and  you  left  farm  and 
the  workshop,  and  resolved  to  fight  until  the  old  (lag,  the 
emblem  of  liberty,  the  banner  of  freedom  and  the  symbol  of 
glory,  should  again  be  acknowledged  by  those  who  had  been 
untrue  to  its  principles. 

I  see  the  tear  trickle  down  the  cheek  of  your  sweet- 
heart; I  hear  your  father's  blessing  and  your  mother's  fer- 
vent prayer;  I  can  see  the  long  lingering  look  at  home  and 
loved  ones,  and  then  I  see  you  march  away  down  the  road, 
perhaps  for  the  last  time.  I  see  you  turn  and  wave  your 
cap  to  your  child  held  high  in  it's  mother's  arms.  1  see  you 
march  away  with  the  wild  mithmatic  music  of  war.  I  see 
you  in  distant  cities  and  on  the  long,  weary  march,  beneath 
a  tropical  sun. 

When  the  sun  arose  on  Sunday  morning,  April  6,  1862, 
she  found  you  in  camp  in  Jones'  Field,  one  and  one  half 
miles  west  of  Pittsburg  Landing,  on  a  high  plateau  covered 
with  timber  and  brush,  with  here  and  there  a  clearing.  At 
your  back  flowed  the  sullen  waters  of  the  Tennessee.  The 
right  of  the  line  rested  on  Snake  Creek,  and  your  left  on 
Lick  Creek.  To  your  left  and  in  the  following  order  was 
the  Purdy  road,  the  Pittsburg  road,  Review  Field,  Duncan 
Field;  the  Eastern  Cornith  road,  the  Peach  Orchard,  and 
the  Hamburg-Savannah  road.    To  the  rear  of  Duncan  Field 
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and  connecting  the  Hamburg-Savannah  road  with  the  Pur- 
dy  road  was  an  old  sunken  road,  soon  to  be  christened  the 
Hornet's  Nest.  Between  this  old  road  and  the  Purdy  road 
and  running  at  right  angles  with  the  river  is  the  Dill  Branch 
soon  to  become  a  Valley  of  Death. 

Fighting  commences  in  the  distance.  Your  outposts 
are  attacked.  The  drum  sounds  the  long  call.  You  are 
rushed  by  the  left  flank  into  line  and  thrown  into  position 
with  your  left  on  Duncan  Field  and  your  right  on  Review 
Field.  The  11th  Iowa  is  thrown  further  to  the  right  to 
support  Dresser's  battery;  McAllister's  'battery  is 
thrown  into  position  on  your  right;  the  guns  are  limbered, 
batteries  are  hurried  into  action;  the  regiments  are  rushed 
hither  and  thither,  squadrons  of  cavalry  dash  by,  and  the 
battle  is  on.  Hear  the  roaring,  crashing,  flashing  gun!  the 
hissing  bullet  and  shrieking  shell.  For  hours  you  are  stead- 
ily pressed  back,  contesting  stubbornly  every  inch  of 
ground.  See  your  gallant  commander  as  he  rides  up  and 
down  your  line,  and  cheers  you  on  to  deeds  of  valor  and 
victory.  The  15th  and  16th  Iowa  have  now  arrived  and 
are  rushed  straight,  to  the  front  and  thrown  into  position  in 
a  gap  between  McClernand's  right  and  Sherman's  left,  and 
the  battle  rages.  The  11th  Iowa  counter-charges  and  cap- 
tures Cobbs  Kentucky  battery.  Nine  times  the  line  is  charg- 
ed at  the  Homes! 's  Nest  and  nine  times  repulsed.  The  Ty- 
ler and  Lexington  are  now  rushing  up  and  down  their  wat- 
ery lair,  looking  for  a  chance  to  land  a  telling  blow.  You  are 
again  forced  back.  The  boys  in  the  Sunken  road  are  out- 
flanked, and  compelled  to  fall  back  beyond  the  Dill  branch. 
There  is  a  lull.  The  tramp  of  horses  is  heard  in  the  dis- 
tance. The  Tyler  and  Lexington  now  belch  forth  a  murder- 
ous lire  along  the  Dill  Branch,  sweeping  the  valley  with 
shrapnel  and  canister.  You  see  the  flash  of  the  saber.  You 
hear  the  crack  of  the  carbine.  Squadrons  of  cavalry  dash 
upon  you,  riders  fall,  horses  leap  high  in  the  air  and  Sash 
through  your  lines,  dragging  the  dead  and  the  dying.  Hear 
the  scream  of  the  wounded  war  horse  as  he  rushes  hither 
and  thither!  Hear  the  moans  of  the  wounded  and  dying! 
The  smoke  of  the  battle  is  wafted  away  and  the  sun  sets  on 
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a  blood  soaked  field.  Dead,  wounded  and  mangled  forms 
lie  in  heaps  on  the  ground.  Trees  have  been  shut  to  pieces, 
and  what  was  a  dense  thicket  is  now  plowed  by  shot  and 
shell.  "A  splendid  sight  to  see  for  him  who  had  no  friend 
or  brother  there."  Such  was  the  baptism  you  received  from 
Johnson's  guns. 

Shiloh  was  one  of  the  most  closely  contested  battles  of 
the  Civil  War.  Some  of  the  regiments  there  engaged  lost 
more  men  than  did  the  Light  Brigade  at  Bala  Clava.  The 
Union's  losses  at  Shiloh  were  26  3-4  per  cent,  and  forty-five 
of  eighty-one  division,  brigade  and  regimental  officers.  The 
heaviest  loss  suffered  by  any  German  regiment  during  the 
Franco-Prussian  war  was  49.4  per  cent,  while  your  Brigade 
lost  during  the  Civil  War  over  seventy-six  per  cent  of  its 
strength.  As  you  charged  the  works  on  Bald  Hill  amid 
(hat  terrific  storm  of  shot  and  shell  you  saw  one-third  of 
your  comrades  fall  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye. 

"Bravely  you  charged,  and  well, 
Into  the  jaws  of  death, 
Into  the  mouth  of  hell." 

All  ages  have  claimed  chivalry  and  courage,  but  I  stand 
here  tonight,  with  the  fear  of  God  in  my  heart,  and  measur- 
ing every  word  that  1  utter,  and  I  challenge  all  history,  I 
challenge  the  Spartan  courage  on  the  field  of  Marathon  and 
in  the  bloody  pass  at  Thermopylae,  the  proud  phalanxes  of 
Cyrus  and  Alexander,  the  Tenth  Legion  of  Caesar,  the  Old 
Guard  of  Napoleon,  and  Scotland's  Forty-second  Highland- 
ers, or  her  famous  Black  Watch,  to  show  a  parallel  to  that 
heroism,  self-sacrifice  and  devotion  exhibited  by  the  Ameri- 
can volunteer  in  those  awful  days  from  Bull  Run  to  Appo- 
mattox. 

With  the  sword  you  cut  from  the  American  constitu- 
tion that  infamous  clause  which  permitted  a  father  to  sell 
his  own  blood.  You  fought  that  mother's  might  own  their 
own  babes,  and  that  arrogant  idleness  should  not  scar  the 
back  of  patient  toil.  You  forever  dispelled  from  the  Ameri- 
can continent  the  black  cloud  of  slavery  that  had  so  long 
obscured  the  sun  of  justice.  You  gave  to  us  a  nation,  sov- 
ereign, great  and  free.  You  kept  the  United  States  on  the 
map  of  the  world,  and  planted  our  flag  nearer  heaven. 
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When  you  see  the  flag,  that  old  flag,  that  shot  torn 
flag,  that  blood  stained  flag,  which  shone  so  oil  en  with 
more  than  a  rainbow's  beauty  through  the  vanished  clouds 
of  the  awful  storm,  you  are  reminded  of  a  thousand  battles 
fought;  of  Shiloh  that  tournament  unto  death,  wherein  the 
vaunted  chivalry  of  the  south-west  met  for  the  first  time 
the  dauntless  valor  of  the  northwest,  and  were  overthrown 
at  the  very  moment  of  supposed  victory;  of  Vicksburg,  that 
operation  the  most  daring  in  conception,  most  perfect  in 
execution,  and  most  far  reaching  in  its  results;  of  the  ad- 
vance upon  Atlanta  wherein  generalship  was  so  well  sup- 
ported by  the  valor  and  endurance  of  the  soldier;  of  the 
March  to  the  Sea,  wherein  the  hand  of  progress  pointed  the 
way  through  horror  and  desolation. 

Of  the  southern  prison  where  death  held  sway, 
Filled  with  boys  from  our  northern  hills, 

Who  sickened  and  wasted  and  rotted  away, 
Till  they  welcomed  death  as  the  least  of*  ills. 

Of  a  million  comrades  of  Crocker,  McPherson,  Sher- 
man, Sheridan,  Grant  and  other  immortals,  who  lead  the 
way  on  a  thousand  gory  fields.  But  there  are  no  brevets 
now,  no  officers,  no  privates.  In  the  bivouac  of  heaven  all 
are  alike  immortal.  They  are  now  at  the  front  while  you 
are  waiting  in  reserve  for  the  last  roll  call. 

"The  war  drum  is  silent,  the  battle  is  o'er, 
The  bugle  will  call  you  into  line  no  more." 
Baptised  at  Shiloh  by  Johnson's  guns, 
The  battle  did  not  turn  as  at  Bull  Run, 

For  Crocker  and  his   Iowa   boys  were  there, 

Men  who'd  do,  men  who'd  dare. 
Before  Vicksburg  you  were  there, 
And  you  watched  old  Pern  with  a  zealous  care, 

And  when  he  said  he'd  had  enough, 

Your  reply  was,  "Alright,  Pern,  but  deliver  your  stuff." 
At  Atlanta  you  were  persistent  still, 
And  charged  the  works  on  Bald  Hill, 

And  amid  a  storm  of  shot  and  shell, 

You  did  your  work  and  did  it  well. 
Then  old  Iowa  said  to  all  the  south, 
My  boys  dare  rush  the  cannon's  mouth, 

Their,  deeds  of  valor  will  never  fade, 

Compare  them  with  the  Light  Brigade. 
Thus  I  have  tried  to  portray,  in  my  own  weak  way, 
The  reasons  why  Sigourney  thus  greets  you  today. 
(Applause). 
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President  Rood's  Response. 

Mr.  Mayor,  My  Comrades  of  the  Brigade,  My  Sisters  of 
the  Relief  Corp,  Visiting  Comrades  who  have  honored  us  by 
your  presence,  and  citizens  of  Sigourney: 

There  is  a  deep  touch  of  sentiment  in  our  visit  to  Sig- 
ourney. Your  mayor  lias  alluded  to  one  feature  of  it,  that 
it  was  here  in  this  county  that  Marcellus  M.  Crocker  lived; 
that  it  was  once  here  in  the  winter  he  dragged  wood  from 
the  timber  to  keep  his  mother,  brother  and  sisters  warm. 
It  was  from  this  county  that  lie  went  to  Des  Moines  to  be- 
gin his  professional  career,  and  then  from  Des  Moines  into 
the  service  to  begin  his  immortal  military  career. 

There  is  another  sentiment:  It  was  the  home  of  Co.  D 
of  the  loth,  that  splendid  company.  It  was  the  Inane  of 
Robert  Lowe,  after  whom  your  Post  is  named,  gallant  fel- 
low who  fell  at  Brushy  Mountain.  A  more  perfect  specimen 
of  young  manhood,  physically,  mentally,  and  morally  never 
stood  with  his  face  to  the  foe.  Then  it  is  also  the  birth- 
place of  this  reunion  organization.  In  February,  1881,  in 
the  old  court  house,  now  replaced  by  one  of  the  most  beaut- 
iful buildings  of  its  kind  in  the  state,  when  Henry  C.  Adams 
was  sheriff,  a  little  group  of  Company  D  got.  together  and 
talked  over  the  question  of  holding  reunions  of  the  Brigade. 
Dudley  Buck,  dear  old  fellow,  wrote  me  a  card  stating  what 
the  boys  had  done  here.  We  took  up  correspondence,  and 
then  in  March,  1881,  there  was  a  meeting  here;  the  first 
meeting  to  send  delegates  to  a  gathering  of  the  members 
of  the  Brigade  to  decide  whether  or  not  such  an  organiza- 
tion should  be  formed,  and  that  meeting  sent  Jack  Parker 
and  Henry  Adams  to  Muscatine,  and  there  twenty-two  of 
the  Brigade  met  and  took  steps  which  lead  to  this  organi- 
zation, which  now  after  thirty  years  is  holding  its  Six- 
teenth Biennial  Reunion  in  your  city.  So  you  see,  Mr.  May- 
or, that  the  Brigade  is  attached  to  this  place. 

We  thank  you  for  the  gracious  welcome  you  have  given 
us.  Everything  has  been  done  to  make  this  stay  delightful. 
We  thank  you  for  this,  and  notwithstanding  the  fact  that 
the  clouds  are  above  us  and  the  rain  is  dashing,  we  are  glad 
that  we  are  here,  and  glad  to  respond  to  the  welcome  of  the 
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citizens  of  this  city.    We  are  glad  to  be  here  and  to  testify 
in  a  measure  our  gratitude  and  our  thanks  to  the  splendid 
welcome  you  have  given  us.     (Applause.) 
Music:     ''We  were  Comrades." 

President  Rood  : 

The  presence  of  the  ladies  at  our  Brigade  meetings  in 
increased  numbers  adds  to  its  enjoyment,  and  has  prompted 
the  citizens  of  this  city  in  making  up  the  program  to  sug- 
gest that  there  should  be  an  address  of  welcome  to  the  lad- 
ies of  the  Brigade,  to  which  your  presiding  officer  most 
gladly  assented.  They  selected  for  that  duty  a  lady,  the 
daughter  of  Lieutenant  Sampson  of  the  5th  Iowa,  and 
whose  own  son  went  to  the  Philippines  during  the  Spanish- 
American  War,  Mrs.  C.  M.  Brown,  and  I  take  pleasure  in 
introducing  her. 

Address  by  Mrs.  C.  M.  Brown. 

To  the  Ladies  of  Crocker's  Brigade,  Rob.  F.  Lowe  Re- 
lief Corp,  No.  128,  extends  fraternal  greeting.  You  are 
welcome,  thrice  welcome  to  our  city  and  to  our  homes.  We 
hope  this  reunion  will  be  an  occasion  long  remembered  as 
one  of  the  most  pleasant  gatherings  you  have  ever  held,  and 
that  you  will  enjoy  yourselves  every  minute  you  are  here. 
Every  mark  of  consideration  and  respect  that  can  be  offer- 
ed you  is  your  just  due. 

Fifty  years  ago  you  enlisted,  as  the  wives  and  sweet- 
hearts of  soldiers,  to  fight  the  battles  at  home  while  they 
fought  on  the  held.  It  was  a  long,  weary  struggle.  How 
long,  how  weary,  only  the  ones  who  endured  the  hardships 
and  sufferings  of  those  years  of  strife  can  tell.  The  watch- 
ing and  waiting,  hoping  and  praying  for  the  war  to  cease. 

You  acted  well  your  part,  fought  your  battles  bravely 
"and  upheld  your  country's  honor  with  the  strength  of  wo- 
man's right."  How  often  with  aching  hearts  and  tear  dim- 
med eyes,  the  Soldiers'  Aid  gathered  at.  the  homes,  and 
while  they  scraped  the  lint,  made  the  bandages,  combed  the 
husks  for  the  little  pillows,  prepared  the  jellies,  or  other 
dainties  to  be  sent  to  the  hospitals,  they  wondered  if  their 
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own  loved  ones  would  need  them,  and  they  discussed  the 
news  from  the  front,  of  battles  fought,  of  victories  won,  or 
of  defeat. 

Some  remember  the  war  because  their  fathers  were 
there,  and  some  whose  fathers,  lovers  or  husbands  served 
through  that  war,  sent  I  heir  sons  to  the  late  war,  and  every 
one  of  them  knows  that  W-A-R  means  H-E-L-L  just  as  well 
as  Sherman  did.  I  tell  you  those  were  hard  times.  But,  Oh! 
the  joy  and  the  sorrow  when  the  war  was  ended.  Joy  that 
peace  would  reign  again,  and  the  loved  ones  return;  sorrow 
that  so  many  would  never  come  back.  But  the  days  of  the 
war  are  only  a  memory  now.  We  earnestly  hope  and  pray 
that  the  dove  of  peace  may  hover  over  all  the  nations  of 
the  earth  forever  and  forever. 

Again  we  say,  you  are  welcome. 

(Applause.) 

President  Rood: 

Response  to  these  gracious  and  tender  words  will  be 
by  Mrs.  Ida  Hare  Warheld,  the  daughter  of  Col.  Hare  of  the 
11th  Iowa,  who  commanded  this  Brigade  at  Shiloh  until 
4:30  in  the  afternoon  when  he  was  stricken  down  by  a 
wound. 

Response  by  Mrs.  Warlield. 

We  thank  you,  ladies,  for  the  very  cordial  welcome  you 
have  given  us.  We  do  not  come  before  you  expecting  much 
for  ourselves,  but  only  as  an  auxiliary  of  this  famous  Bri- 
gade, whose  commander,  Marcellus  M.  Crocker,  spent  his 
early  days  in  this  vicinity.  No  words  of  mine  can  add  to 
the  glory  of  that  life,  and  his  courage  shall  never  be  for- 
gotten. 

Last  year  at  Washington  we  formed  the  organization 
known  as  the  Ladies  of  the  Brigade,  as  the  need  of  such  an 
organization  was  felt.  Our  aims  and  our  objects  are  similar 
to  the  aims  and  objects  of  the  ladies  of  the  Relief  Corp.  It 
is  our  duty  to  aid  and  comfort  these  comrades  in  their  de- 
clining years,  and  to  keep  before  the  younger  generation, 
the  sons  and  daughters,  their  deeds  of  heroism  in  the  pres- 
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ervation  of  the  Union,  and  the  love  of  the  flag  which    they 
brought  hack  to  us. 

But  think  you  the  suffering  was  all  yours?  Ah  no. 
Many  were  the  vigils  the  women  kept  through  the  long 
nights  and  many  prayers  ascended  for  the  welfare  and  safe- 
ty of  their  loved  ones.  It  was  the  women  who  instilled  into 
your  hearts  the  great  love  for  country,  and  so,  it  is,  dear 
comrades,  that  they  have  turned  out  in  larger  numbers  than 
ever  this  year  to  encourage  you  and  give  you  their  support, 
and  we  are  grateful  for  this  as  individuals,  as  a  state  and  as 
a  nation.  When  in  Los  Angeles  I  visited  the  National  Sol- 
dier's Home,  and  I  was  impressed  with  the  beauty  of  the 
surroundings,  and  realized  that  as  a  nation  we  are  grateful 
for  what  you  did. 

I  cannot  let  this  occasion  pass  without  referring  to  the 
loss  the  Brigade  and  we  as  ladies  of  the  Brigade,  sustained 
in  the  passing  away  last  year  of  Mrs.  Cheek,  the  daughter 
of  this  Brigade.  No  one  outside  of  the  membership  of  this 
Brigade  can  understand  what  that  loss  is.  As  a  small  girl, 
as  a  fair  maiden,  as  a  blushing  bride  nd  as  a  proud  mother 
she  sang  to  you  boys,  and  so  it  is  that  we  have  come  to  try 
and  bridge  over  this  reunion  without  her.  The  Heavenly 
Father  beckoned  her  spirit  to  come  up  and  sing  with  his 
angels,  and  when  the  last  devotions  are  sung,  and  the  Great 
Commander  issues  his  last  order  may  we  all  gain  a  home 
"not  made  with  hands,  but  eternal  in  the  heavens."  (Ap- 
plause.) 

Music:     "The  Boys  of  the  Old  Brigade." 
President  Rood: 

Marching  along  well  toward  the  rear  of  Co.  I  of  the 
13th  Iowa,  on  its  marches  was  a  sturdy  young  German  sol- 
dier, one  of  that  splendid  race,  who,  when  the  call  came  for 
the  preservation  of  this  union,  went  to  the  front  and  made 
a  record  which  is  covered  from  first  to  last  with  honor.  This 
boy,  who  did  not  become  eighteen  until  he  was  squarely  in 
the  ranks,  served  through,  was  fortunate  enough  to  escape 
the  wounds  of  battle,  though  his  brother  fell  at  his  side  in 
the  Charge  on  Bald  Hill.  He  came  back  to  the  state  of  Iowa, 
and  has  made  a  splendid  citizen.    His  farm,  over  here,    was 
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visited  by  every  good  farmer  in  this  country  to  see  what 
could  really  be  done  in  this  great  state  of  Iowa,  and  he  be- 
came such  a  good  citizen  that  the  Democrats  nominated  and 
elected  him  to  Congress  from  this  district,  and  three  times 
he  was  he  candidate  of  that  party  for  governorship  of  this 
state.  Want  of  success  in  these  matters  did  not  make  a  bit 
of  difference  with  his  citizenship.  It  went  on  just  the  same, 
and  the  citizenship  of  Honorable  Fred  E.  White  is  one  of  the 
best  in  the  state  of  Iowa,  and  I  take  pleasure,  my  comrades, 
in  introducing  him.  He  is  to  deliver  our  Semi-Centennial 
address,  celebrating  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  our  enlist- 
ment in  the  service. 

Address  by  Hon.  F.  E.  White. 

Mr.  President,  comrades,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

Since  we  held  our  last  reunion  at  the  neighboring  town  of  Wash- 
ington another  year  has  passed,  another  three  hundred  and  sixty-five 
days  have  been  added  to  the  inevitable  and  the  ever  continuous  flight 
of  time.  Ordinarily  this  fact  of  itself  would  be  of  no  special  signi- 
ficance, for  the  years  come  and  the  years  go,  and  they  will  continue 
to  come  and  go  forever.  But  it  so  happens  that  at  this  particular 
time  the  passing  of  the  year  intervening  between  our  last  reunion  and 
this  one  is  to  us,  the  surviving  members  of  Crocker's  Iowa  Brigade, 
of  an  all  absorbing  interest.  It  has  brought  us  up  to  that  period  of 
time  which  in  the  very  nature  of  the  case  must  constitute  a  veritable 
epoch  in  the  history  of  our  organized  existence,  it  has  brought  us  up 
to  the  fiftieth  mile  post,  it  has  landed  us  at  the  half  century,  mark. 

It  is  just  fifty  years  ago,  way  back  in  the  last  century,  in  the  his- 
toric year  of  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-one,  that  the  four  regiments 
that  made  up  Crocker's  brigade,  viz.  the  Eleventh,  the  Thirteenth, 
the  Fifteenth  and  the  Sixteenth  Iowa  infantry,  enlisted  and  were 
mustered  in  to  the  military  service  of  the  United  States,  and  the  pri- 
mary object  of  this  particular  reunion  is  to  celebrate  as  best  we  can 
this  historic  event.  Fifty  years  is  a  long  time.  It  certainly  is. 
Whether  you  compute  time  as  it  flies,  or  measure  it  by  the  occur- 
rence of  important  events,  you  can  not  get  away  from  the  conclusion 
that  fifty  years  is  a  long  string  of  years.  It  includes  about  one  and 
a  half  generation  .  There  are  men  and  women  here  tonight — and  you 
will  find  such  everywhere — who  are  not  only  gray,  but  who  are  snow- 
ing other  symptoms  of  advancing  age.  They  are  not  only  fathers 
and  mothers  but  they  are  grandfathers  and  grandmothers  and  re- 
member, these  grandfathers  and  grandmothers  of  whom  I  speak  were 
bom  since  we  enlisted.  So  you  see,  fifty  years  in  a  long  period  of 
time. 
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And  yet,  looking1  at  it  from  another  viewpoint,  and  to  us,  ihe 
survivors  of  that  four  years'  struggle,  the  time  does  not  seem  long 
at  all.  How  it  can  happen  that  an  event  that  is  located  in  the  past, 
that  is  arbitrarily  fixed  as  to  date,  can  seem  to  be  both  remote  and 
near,  can  seem  to  be  afar  off  and  yet  nearby,  is  something  I  can  not 
explain.  It  is  one  of  those  psychological  propositions  that  is  in  itself 
inexplicable.  If  I  was  compelled  to  venture  upon  an.  explanation  1 
would  try  and  explain  it  thus;  the  reason  why  the  war  with  all  its 
multitudinous  events  seems  so  near  by  to  those  who  took  an  active 
part  in  that  foul  years  struggle,  and  who  have  survived  throughout 
all  these  intervening  years,  is  that  we  remember  everything  that  oc- 
curred so  vividly.  For  instance,  how  well  we  remember  our  introduc- 
tion into  camp  life,  when  we  had  to  learn  so  many  disagreeable  things. 
Not  only  did  we  have  to  Learn  to  polish  up  our  uniforms  and  guns,  and 
learn  to  drill  but  we  bad  to  learn  to  do  a  great  deal  of  menial  service. 
We  actually  had  to  sweep  the  streets  of  our  camps,  we  had  to  learn 
to  cook,  to  make  up  our  bunks,  to  wash  our  clothing  and  to  wash  our 
— I  was  going  to  say  our  dishes — but  I'll  not  say  that.  No.  Why, 
you  see  we  had  no  dishes.  Each  man  had  a  tin  cup  and  a  tin  plate, 
a  sort  of  pic  tin  looking  affair,  but  we  never  saw  any  pie  on  them. 

How  well  we  all  remember  the  anxiety  with  which  we  watched  the 
spread  and  growing  power  of  the  rebellion,  the  gaining  and  losing  of 
battles  on  both  sea  and  land,  how  distinctly  we  remember  the  intense 
degree  of  interest  with  which  we  watched  the  growth,  the  unfolding, 
the  building  up  of  that  huge  military  machine  which  finally  swept 
over  the  entire  South  with  such  destructive  force  that  it  crushed  the 
very  semblence  of  all  life  out  of  the  mightiest  of  all  rebellions.  How 
vividly  we  all  remember  that  surplus,  robust  physical  health  and  en- 
ergy that  characterized  us  in  those  days,  and  to  which  we  gave  vent 
in  a  hundred  ways,  physical  energy  that  always  characterizes  youth, 
and  how  the  exuberance  of  our  spirits  cast,  a  pleasant  light  over  all 
our  performances,  making  life  livable  and  to  some  degree  enjoyable 
when  otherwise  it  would  have  become  intolerable. 

But  here  we  are  at  the  end  of  these  fifty  remarkable  years  which 
are  crowded  full  of  tragedies,  of  revolutions  and  evolutions  in  every 
department  of  human  activity,  here  we  are  loaded  down  with  a  burden 
that  the  very  best  of  us  will  be  able  to  hear  only  a  little  while  longer, 
a  buren  that  is  made  up  of  the  disabilities  and  infirmities  that  al- 
ways go  with  old  age,  infirmities  that  the  exercise  of  the  strongest 
will  power  will  not  mitigate,  infirmities  that  utterly  refuse  to  be 
shaken  off  but  which  with  the  lapse  of  each  twenty-four  hours  fasten 
themselves  on  us  with  a  firmer  grip.  But  such,  my  comrades,  is  the 
decree  of  nature,  such  is  the  inevitable  operation  of  the  natural  law, 
first,  a  period  of  childhood  followed  by  a  period  of  youth,  succeeded 
by  a  period  of  maturity,  finally  the  period  of  decline,  and  last  of  all 
death  and  decay.     It  would  be  unseemly,  unmanly  and  cowardly  were 
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we  to  undertake  to  quarrel  with  this  eternally  established  natural  in- 
stitution to  which  we  are  all  arbitrarily  subject,  nay,  rather  is  it  our 
duty  to  pursue  the  contrary  course  and  with  all  the  yeneation  and 
resignation,  with  all  the  cheerfulness  possible  anticipate  that  which 
is  bound  to  happen,  so  when  the  final  struggle  comes  the  proud  con- 
sciousness of  having1  measured  up  to  the  requirement.-,  of  every  duty 
and  responsibility  in  life  will  so  fortify  us  that  we  will  be  able  with- 
out regret  and  without  remorse  to  give  our  answer  to  the  last  call  of 
the  roll. 

But  you  must  pardon  this  digression).  1  know  it  is  not  expected 
of  me  to  drift  into  any  held  of  speculation  or  philosophy  but  rather 
it  is  expected  that  I  shall  .stick  close  to  my  text  which  is,  "Crocker's 
Iowa  Brigade,  the  Semi  Centennial  of  its  Enlistment." 

What  a  magnificent  text!  What  an  inspiring  subject!  One  that 
is  tit  to  be  touched  by  the  wings  of  the  poet,  lit  to  be  exploited  and 
expounded  by  the  most  eloquentand  the  most  powerful  tongue.  It 
is  indeed  a  pity  that  when  you  selected  your  speaker  for  this  occasion 
you  did  not  choose  some  one  better  qualified  to  do  justice  to  this  oc- 
casion, someone  better  equipped  in  the-  divine  art  of  oratory  than  is 
your  humble  servant.  And  yet,  I  should  deem  myself  an  ingrate  of 
the  basest  type  were  I  to  let  this  occasion  pass  without  publicly  thank- 
ing the  members  of  this  brigade  for  this  appointment  to  deliver  this 
annual  address,  knowing  as  we  all  do  that  on  account  of  the  historic 
character  of  this  occasion  it  carries  with  it  a  greater  degree  of  honor 
than  has  been  possible  to  bestow  upon  previous  speaker  since  we  or- 
ganized the  brigade  thirty  one  years  ago. 

As  1  have  already  said,  we  enlisted  in  18G1  and  by  reason  of  al- 
most the  entire  membership  of  the  brigade  reenlisting  after  having 
served  two  years  we  were  still  in  the  service  at  the  close  of  the  war. 
We  were  discharged  and  came  home  in  August,  180").  Right  here  I 
want  to  stop  long  enough  to  call  your  attention  to  some  history  which 
is  becoming  obscured  by  reason  of  being  largely  forgotten  and  unless 
you  are  critical  students  of  the  times  of  which  I  speak,  you  might 
pass  out  of  this  world  not  knowing  that  such  history  had  ever  been 
enacted.  When  the  Civil  war  closed  we  had  in  the  military  and  naval 
service  over  a  million  men.  These  men  had  all  enlisted  primarily  for 
the  purpose  of  putting  down  the  rebellion,  and  as  it  was  put  down, 
the  work  of  these  men  was  done.  But  what  to  do  with  this  immense 
number  of  men  all  at  once  was  not  only  a  question  but  it  threatened 
to  become  a  problem.  While  the  great  bulk  of  our  people  would  not 
listen  to  the  proposition  of  retaining  any  considerable  number  of 
these  men  in  the  service  for  any  considerable  length  of  time,  >  t,  ■ 
so  happened  that  there  was  scattered  throughout  the  country  a  large 
educated  class  of  men  and  women  who  were  not  only  perfectly  sin- 
cere but  they  were  most  emphatically  loyal  and  patriotic,  these  learn- 
ed people  strenuously  maintained  that   to  discharge  and  throw  back 
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into  civil  life  all  these  men  all  at  once  would  be  attended  with  dis- 
asterous  results.  These  learned  people  prophesied  that  inasmuch  as 
many  of  these  men  had  been  in  the  service  four  years  and  more,  hav- 
ing been  the  victims,  so  to  speak,  of  the  demoralizing  influences  of 
camp  and  field  life  (an  environment  which  was  not  specially  calcu- 
lated to  promote  a  very  high  type  of  spirituality  and  mora]  rectitude) 
many  of  these  men  upon  their  arrival  home  would  fail  to  fuse  with 
the  great  body  of  our  citizenship,  they  would  refuse  to  go  to  work, 
they  would  become  indifferent,  careless  and  even  reckless  in  their 
conduct  and  intercourse  with  the  public,  they  would  wander  up  and 
down  the  country  in  a  soil  of  vagabond  way  thus  endangering  not 
only  public  peace  and  order  but  also  the  security  of  private  property, 
and  unfortunately,  these  people  having  read  history,  were  enabled 
to  point  to  the  experiences  of  other  nations  in  the  past  in  confirma- 
tion of  their  faith. 

Well,  whether  or  no,  as  rapidly  as  the  papers  could  be  made  out 
by  a  vast  army  of  clerks  all  these  million  men  were  discharged  and 
sent  home.  My  comrades,  you  do  not  know  how  glad,  how  proud  I 
am  that  on  this  historic  occasion  I  am  able  to  make  the  statement 
that  your  conduct  upon  your  arrival  home  was  of  such  a  character 
as  not  only  effectually  to  dissipate  the  fears  but  utterly  to  annul  the 
prophesies  of  all  these  good  and  learned  people.  Instead  of  coming 
home  to  sponge  your  living  oft"  other  people,  instead  of  degenerating 
into  bands  of  permanent  idlers  and  chronic  mischief  makers,  keep- 
ing the  country  in  a  constant  uproar  and  disgracing  yourselves  by  re- 
prehensible conduct  almost  to  the  very  last  man  you  went  manfully 
to  work  at  once.  You  took  hold  of  every  enterprise  promising  you  a 
decent  living,  you  entered  into  every  calling  and  upon  every  avenue 
of  human  employment,  thousands  of  you  picked  up  the  very  work 
where  you  dropped  it  when  you  first  enlisted,  and  to  your  everlasting 
credit  it  must  be  said  that  you  have  prosecuted  all  these  enterprises 
and  callings  throughout  all  these  intervening  years  with  as  much 
credit  to  yourselves  and  from  every  standpoint  with  as  much  success 
as  any  equal  number  of  men  who  happened  to  remain  at  home. 

It  was  this  manly,  clean  conduct  of  yours  at  this  peculiarly  criti- 
cal time  that  furnishes  the  subject  for  the  brightest  chapter  that  has 
been  written  in  all  your  history,  surpassing  in  real  merit  all  of  your 
military  achievements  and  exploits. 

It  was  by  this  courageous  conduct  of  yours  that  you  demonstrat- 
ed to  the  world  this  invaluable  lesson,  that  the  citizen  of  a  free  coun- 
try being  loyal  to  his  government,  yielding  obedience  to  its  laws, 
cherishing  the  institutions  under  which  he  lives,  being  devoted  to  the 
eternal  principles  of  human  liberty  and  justice  is  not  only  at  all  times 
a  valuable  citizen  in  time  of  peace  but  can  be  unfailingly  depended 
upon  to  make  the  finest  type  of  soldier  in  time  of  war.  When  war 
approaches  he  will  abandon  his  plow,  drop  his  tools,  vacate  the  office, 
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pick  up  instead  the  gun  and  the  sword  and  after  valiantly  defending 
the  interests  and  integrity  of  his  country  will,  when  the  war  ends, 
drop  the  instruments  of  war  and  at  once  reenter  the  activities  of 
civil  life,  thus  emancipating  the  people  from  the  crushing  burden  and 
the  infinite  curse  of  a  large  standing  army. 

When  the  power  of  my  memory  carries  me  back  through  all 
these  intervening  years  to  the  days  when  you  enlisted  and  were  mus- 
tered into  the  service  of  the  U.  S.,  when  each  of  the  four  regiments  of 
our  brigade  had  a  complement  oi  a  thousand  men,  each  man  equip- 
ped with  the  most  perfect  physical  health  and  a  boundless  ambition 
to  serve  hi*  country  in  the  time  of  its  direst  need,  as  I  look  back  and 
see  you  drilling  upon  the  parade  grounds  of  Camp  McClellan,  taking 
your  initial  lesson  in  the  science  of  arms  to  prepare  you  for  the  ser- 
ious work  that  was  soon  to  follow,  four  thousand  active  young  men, 
each  in  the  very  prime  of  all  his  years,  oh,  how  well  I  remember  it. 
What  a  superbly  spectacular  scene  it  was.  How  sad  it  is  to  remember 
too  in  this  connection  that  immediately  disease  and  death  began  their 
destructive  woik  of  decimating  our  rank.-,  twenty-three  hundred  new 
recruits  being  forwarded  to  us  in  the  ensuing  four  years  to  replenish 
our  constantly  diminishing  numbers.  And  when  after  the  lapse  of  a 
half  century  of  time  I  cease  to  look  for  a  moment  upon  the  spectacu- 
lar scenes  at  camp  McClellan  and  fasten  my  eyes  upon  the  picture 
before  me,  as  I  look  into  your  aged,  your  wrinkled  faces,  your  white 
hair,  noticing  keenly  as  I  did  this  morning  your  feeble  and  hesitating 
steps  as  you  marched,  as  I  look  upon  this  last,  sad  remnant  of  our 
once  proud  body  of  active  young  men,  as  I  look  upon  this  moving, 
shifting,  tragic  picture  painted  upon  the  canvas  of  fifty  years  with 
such  impressive  colors,  I  do  not  know  how  you  may  feel,  to  me  this 
thing  doesn't  seem  to  be  real,  somehow  there  .seems  to  be  a  sort  of 
misty  dream  connected  with  it,  indeed  am  1  tempted  to  doubt  the  ver- 
ity of  my  own  senses.  And  the  saddest  of  all  is  to  know  that  in. a 
little  while,  only  a  little  while,  and  this  last,  sad  remnant  in  front  of 
me  will  have  disappeared  forever.  Thus  will  close  the  great  book  that 
records  and  connects  the  history  of  the  past  with  the  present. 

What  mighty  history  is  crowded  into  the  last  fifty  years!  How 
revolutions  and  evolutions  have  been  the  ever  active  agents  that  have 
pushed  this  world  along  at  such  a  whirling  rate!  With  what  an  ever 
accelerating  speed  the  sum  total  of  human  knowledge  has  been  in- 
creased! The  methods  and  forces  that  men  employed  in  almost  every 
line  of  human  endeavor  fifty  years  ago  arc  either  obsolete,  primitive 
or  punitive  when  compared  and  measured  with  the  mighty  forces  that 
man  wields  and  the  vast  knowledge  that  he  possess  today.  The  last 
fifty  years  has  been  the  most  momentous,  the  most  marvelous,  from 
every  standpoint  the  most  progressive  half  century  of  time  since  the 
infancy  of  the  human  race.  The  rewards  that  have  been  von  and  the 
glories   that   have   been   gained  are    largely    the    result   of    the    heroic 
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work  of  the  union  armies  from  '61  to  '65.  Not  only  did  these  armies 
prevent  the  unspeakable  calamity  of  a  territorial  division  of  this 
government  which  had  it  succeeded,  would  have  discredited  republi- 
can institutions  the  world  over,  but  they  incidentally  wiped  from  the 
life  of  our  nation  the  blackest  curse  that  can  possibly  afflict  any  peo- 
ple, human  slavery.  The  emphatic  success  of  these  armies  have  en- 
abled the  lovers  of  liberty  the  world  over  to  renew  and  strengthen 
their  oath  of  allegiance  to  republican  institutions.  Because  of  these 
successes  we  have  been  enabled  to  refortify  those  fundamental  nolit- 
ical  principles  upon  which  only  a  just  government  can  be  founded.  It 
was  the  work  of  these  armies  that  cleaned  and  widened  the  mighty 
highway  upon  which  we  have  marched  in  the  last  fifty  years  to  so 
many  sensational  and  glorious  triumphs. 

It  is  not  my  purpose  to  enter  UDon  any  laudator*'  recital  of  your 
military  achievements  and  exploits.  This  has  been  done  so  often  at 
our  reunions  that  another  repitition  would  be  so  superfluous  as  to  be 
unjustifiable.  I  shall  die  with  the  conviction  that  Crocker's  Iowa  bri- 
gade was  a  most  splendid  body  of  men,  equal  to  alnust  any  emergency 
that  mb'ht  arise  having  acquitted  itself  with  infinite  credit  upon  every 
occasion  during  the  entire  civil  war,  its  list  of  triumphs  beginning  at 
Shiloh  and  ending  at  Louisville,  Kentucky,  where  just  before  we  were 
mustered  out,  this  brigade  was  the  recipient  of  the  most  sweeping 
honor  possible  under  the  circumstances  to  bestow.  It  happened  thus, 
the  army  that  made  itself  famous  and  its  commander  illustrious  was 
lying  some  miles  from  Louisville  ready  to  go  home.  Gen.  Sherman 
came  from  Washington  to  review  his  army  for  the  last  time,  to  bid 
it  a  last  farewell.  An  exciting  rivalry  arose  among  the  many  brigades 
as  to  which  should  enjoy  the  honor  of  escorting  Sherman  from  the 
landing  on  the  river  to  the  camp.  Crocker's  Iowa  Brigade  was  prompt- 
ly selected  by  Sherman  himself.  This  honor  was  ever  more  empha- 
sized when  contrary  to  his  rigid  rule  of  making  no  public  speeches, 
he  halted  in  front  of  our  brigade  and  honored  us  with  a  short  address, 
the  closing  sentence  of  which  still  rings  in  our  ears,  "boys,  go  home, 
and  if  you  prove  yourselves  to  be  as  faithful  citizens  as  you  have 
been  soldiers,  your  country  will  be  forever  proud  of  you."  Yes,  with 
all  this  knowledge,  yet,  I  have  beeen  unable  to  make  myself  believe 
that  our  brigade  was  any  better  than  other  brigades.  While  there 
is  a  wonderful  difference  in  individual  men,  physically,  spiritually, 
mentally  and  temperamentally,  some  men  being  so  much  superior  to 
others  that  a  comparison  could  not  be  made,  when  it  comes  to  large 
bodies  of  men  this  difference  does  not  exist.  One  large  body  (under 
equal  conditions)  is  practcally  the  same  as  another.  If  you  pick  a 
troop  of  a  thousand  men  in  any  locality  at  random  these  men  will  be 
just  as  good,  but  they  will  be  no  better,  they  will  be  just  as  bad,  but 
no  worse,  than  a  troop  of  another  thousand  men  picked  at  random  in 
the  same  locality.  Some  may  wonder  if  that  be  true,  how  it  happens 
that  some  troops  distinguish  themselves  more  than  others.     Well,  the 
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difference  is  not  due  to  the  innate  qualities  of  the  men,  the  cause  is  al- 
ways extraneous.  There  are  many  factors  which  help  to  determine 
the  success  or  failure  of  campaigns  and  buttles.  The  state  of  the 
weather  has  been  known  to  play  a  determining  part.  Napoleon  lost 
the  battle  of  Waterloo  in  consequence  of  a  heavy  rain  the  night  be- 
fore the  battle,  making  it  impossible  to  get  his  artillery  in  position. 
It  sometimes  happens  that  a  sadden  and  unexpected  opportunity  is 
offered  to  one  troop  of  the  army  that  in  the  nature  of  the  case  is 
denied  to  the  rest  of  the  army.  Mistakes  and  blunders,  jealousy,  en- 
vy and  treachery  on  the  part  of  commanders  sometimes  play  havoc. 
But  there  is  no  enterprise  that  has  ever  been  set  on  foot  in  this  wide 
world  where  competent  leadership  counts  for  as  much  as  it  does  in 
an  army. 

A  clever,  intelligent,  competent  commander  will  so  inspire  his 
troops  with  confidence,  devotion  and  courage,  that  the  battle'  is  half 
won  before  it  is  begun,  while  a  careless,  ignorant  and  incompetent 
commander  will  communicate  to  his  troops  in  an  intensified  degree  ev- 
ery element  of  his  own  worthlessness,  and  in  that  case  the  battle  is 
lost  before  it  is  commenced.  If  these  premises  be  correct,  1  can  come 
to  no  other  conclusion  than  thi.->,  whatever  degree  of  excellence  or 
superiority  may  be  justly  claimed  for  our  brigade  is  due  to  the  ex- 
ceptionally splendid  abilities  of  (air  several  brigade  commanders  at 
the  head  of  which  list  stands  in  undisputed  possession,  Gen.  M.  M. 
Crocker. 

It  is  indeed  in  keeping  with  the  eternal  fitness  of  things  to  hold 
this  historic  reunion  in  Sigouiney  in  Keokuk  county.  While  Crocker 
was  not  born  n  this  county,  he  came  here  with  his  parents  at  so  early 
an  age,  when  a  mere  child,  that  for  all  practical  purposes,  this  is 
Crocker's  own  county.  His  parents  settled  near  Lancaster  five  miles 
south  of  here  in  1844.  Here  young  Crocker  grew  to  the  full  stature 
of  manhood.  Here  is  where  he  attended  the  public  schools  with  the 
balance  of  the  children  in  the  neighborhood,  taking  an  active  part  in 
all  their  frivolities,  their  fun,  their  picnics,  their  school  exhibits  and 
their  studies.  Here  he  received  his  appointment  for  West  Point  and 
had  it  not  been  for  the  untimely  death  of  his  father,  he  no  doubt 
would  have  graduated  with  the  highest  honors.  When  he  had  studied 
two  years  his  father  died.  Young  Crocker  resigned  at  once,  came 
home  and  doing  all  kinds  of  work  helped  to  maintain  the  grief  strick- 
en family.  Here  we  get  a  comprehensive  glimpse  into  the  nobility  of 
his  character.  It  is  here  where  Crocker  studied  law  and  was  admitted 
to  the  bar,  here  he  commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession  where 
his  brilliant  talents  soon  attracted  the  attention  of  the  entire  slate. 
The  truth  is,  it  was  here  in  Keokuk  county  where  Crocker's  star  be- 
gan to  rise,  hence  we  claim  him  as  our  most  illustrious  son.  We  assert 
this  claim  without  any  hesitation  or  timidity,  we  assert  it  with  all 
the  confidence  that  is  born  of  the  truth  and  fortified  by  a  hundred  his- 
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torical  events.  Our  title  to  the  fame  and  character  of  Gen.  Crocker 
is  as  clear  as  is  the  title  of  the  state  of  Virginia  to  the  fame  and  char- 
acter of  George  Washington. 

1  should  be  remiss  in  duty  were  I  to  pass  over  in  silence  the 
name  of  another  one  of  our  illustrious  brigade  commanders,  one  who 
stands  in  our  esteem  and  affections  almost  upon  a  level  with  Crocker 
himself,  the  comrades  here  know  whom  I  mean,  Gen.  W.  W.  Belknap. 
This  man  Belknap  was  in  some  respects  a  remarkable  character.  His 
physiognomy,  his  personality,  his  individuality  were  so  striking  and 
impressive  that  upon  even  a  slight  acquaintance  you  would  never  be 
able  to  forget  him.  Belknap  and  Crocker  had  some  characteristics  in 
common.  Both  of  these  men  were  natural  horn  soldiers,  taking  to 
what  is  called  the  profession  of  arms  with  as  much  naturalness  as  a 
bird  takes  to  the  air,  as  a  fish  to  the  water.  Both  of  these  men  were 
not  only  excellent  soldiers,  splendid  disciplinarians  and  most  com 
petent  commanders,  at  all  times  industriously  promoting  the  military 
efficiency  of  their  troops,  hut  a  vital  part  of  their  daily  task  was  to 
secure  to  their  men  every  personal  comfort  possible.  Their  constant 
concern  about  the  welfare  of  their  troops  is  one  of  the  strong  links  in 
the  strong  chain  that  binds  these  commander.-  and  this  brigade  so 
strongly  together.  In  some  other  respects  these  two  men  were  very 
dissimilar,  the  very  opposites.  Physically,  Crocker  was  diminutive, 
enjoying  all  kinds  of  health  except  good  health.  As  compared  with 
('rocker,  Belknap  was  a  veritable  giant,  standing  over  six  feet  in  his 
stockings,  straight  as  an  Indian,  strong  as  an  ox,  muscular,  athletic, 
not  a  pound  oi'  superfluous  flesh  on  him,  all  hone,  muscle  and  hi  aim 
Crocker's  eyes  were  often  veritable  orbs  of  lire  emitting  explosive 
sparks  in  all  directions.  Belknap's  eyes  were  always  a  tranquil  sky 
blue  expressive  only  of  kindness,  affection  and  a  general  all  around 
good  nature.  Crocker's  temperament  was  eruptive,  at  times  he  would 
boil  over  and  storm,  infringing  the  divine  command  which  says, 
"thou  shalt  not  cuss."  Belknap's  temper  was  always  unruffled,  he 
was  as  serene  as  a  Creek  philosopher  and  as  cool  and  comfortable  as 
an  autumn  breeze.  Upon  the  field  of  battle  these  two  men  were 
brave  to  the  point  of  recklessness  and  to  say  that  we  loved  them  is 
not  putting  the  case  strong  enough,  it  will  be  nearer  the  truth  to  say 
that  we  adored  them. 

In  conclusion  1  would  like  to  take  the  liberty  to  refer  to  a  ques- 
tion about  which  some  of  the  comrades  and  I  may  differ.  I  have  never 
been  a  promoter  of  the  policy  of  the  glorification  of  the  military  spir- 
it. Since  the  close  of  the  Civil  war  I  have  striven  in  my  feeble  way 
to  help  to  build  up  among  our  people  the  "peace  movement."  While 
in  Congress  1  delivered  a  speech  upon  this  problem  which  the  peace 
societies,  not  only  in  this  country,  but  in  France  and  Germany  circu- 
lated in  large  numbers.  While  the  last  fifty  years  has  been  the  most 
phenomenally  epoch  making  half  century  of  time  in  the  history  of  all 
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mankind,  and  while  I  know  it  to  be  a  dangerous  business  to  try  to 
enact  the  role  of  a  prophet,  yet  do  I  believe  it  to  be  perfectly  safe  to 
prophesy  that  the  next  fifty  years  will  be  more  phenomenal  than  the 
last  fifty.  The  signs  of  the  times  not  only  inspire  the  hope  but  abun- 
dantly justify  the  belief  that  the  next  fifty  years  will  witness  the 
full  fruition  of  the  mightiest  reformatory  movement  that  has  ever- 
been  conceived  and  executed  by  the  brain  of  man.  While  small  bands 
of  humanitarians  have  always  lifted  their  voices  to  heaven  and  have 
fervently  prayed  that  war  might  cease  among  men  and  nation.,,  the 
love  of  war  and  military  spirit  have  always  been  powerful  enough  to 
sweep  aside  every  consideration  and  every  argument  in  favor  of  the 
enlightened  proposition  to  abolish  war. 

War  is  the  oldest  institution  among  man  except  man  himself. 
War  has  been  practised  so  persistently  and  so  universally  by  christian 
pagan,  civilized  and  barbarian  that  many  people  have  feasted  their 
souls  upon  the  delusion  that  war  is  the  normal  condition  of  man. 
Those  of  us  who  have  so  strenuously  opposed  the  war  spirit  which  has 
at  all  times  occupied  so  large  a  space  in  our  christian  creeds  and 
ethics  are  at  la.-^t  to  be  rewarded  with  an  affirmative  answer  to  our 
petitions.  1  do  not  care  to  enquire  too  closely  into  the  new  attitude 
of  the  leading  nations  to  abandon  war  as  one  of  the  methods  of  set- 
tling international  difficulties,  the  simple  truth  is  that  the  game  of 
modern  warfare  is  so  extra va gently  expensive  that  even  the  richest 
nations  are  no  longer  rich  enough  to  pay  for  the  game.  The  economic, 
commercial,  financial  and  industrial  conditions  throughout  tin:  world 
are  radically  ditFerent  from  anything  the  world  has  ever  faced  be- 
fore, making  the  playing-  of  the  hoary  game  of  war  upon  a  modern 
scale  a  physical  and  financial  impossibility.  You  have  heard  it  said 
that  those  who  dance  must  pay  the  fiddler,  applying  this  truism  to 
the  subject  of  war  we  find  ourselves  to  have  reached  this  point,  those 
who  would  practise  the  war  dance  find  the  fiddlers  bill  beyond  their 
power  to  pay.  What  then  are  the  dancers  to  do?  Simply  quit  anc- 
ing.  Let  me  exhort  all  of  you,  my  comrades,  to  fall  in  line  and  help 
to  emphasize  the  "peace  movement."  Help  to  hold  up  President  Taft's 
effort  to  secure  the  ratification  of  the  peace  treaties.  Should  the  im- 
becility of  the  senate  drive  Tuft  to  the  necessity  of  appealing  to  the 
country  upon  this  question  it  will  make  him  the  most  colossal  figure 
in  all  history.  If  any  of  you,  my  comrades,  refuse  to  line  up  to  help 
u^her  in  the  new  dispensation  of  universal  peace,  I  want  to  warn  you 
that  the  ruthless  march  of  time  will  force  you  into  the  procession. 

President  Rood: 

I  have  been  so  interested  in  that  splendid  speech  1  do 
not  know  just  exactly  where  we  are  on  the  program.  We 
will  now  have  a  song  by  Master  Samuel  Dawson. 

Song. 
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President  Rood: 

Comrades,  you  are  so  comfortably  seated  that  I  do  not 
believe  you  are  tired,  and  with  the  exception  of  the  music 
we  have  just  two  more  numbers  to  present  to  you,  and  I 
know  you  will  be  glad  to  hear  them.  I  first  want  to  intro- 
duce a  lady  not  so  well  known  to  most  of  you.  In  the  fall  of 
'62  a  young  man  from  Linn  county  who  had  volunteered, 
came  to  the  regiment  with  twenty-one  other  young  men. 
They  were  sent  to  the  adjutant  for  assignment,  who  told 
them  to  return  the  next  day  and  he  would  assign  them  plac- 
es. This  young  man  of  whom  1  spoke  had  a  slight  acquaint- 
ance with  me,  and  eame  to  me  and  said,  "Harry,  1  want  you 
to  put  me  in  a  place  where  I  can  rise."  He  was  assigned  to 
Co.  C  of  the  13th  Iowa,  but  it  was  not  long  until  he  was 
made  corporal,  then  sergeant,  then  second  lieutenant,  then 
first  lieutenant,  and  when  Capt.  Young  resigned,  partly  be- 
cause of  being  one  of  the  oldest  officers  on  duty,  he  became 
Captain  John  J.  Safley.  His  sister  is  with  us  tonight  and 
has  been  called  upon  to  address  the  comrades  of  her  broth- 
er, and  I  take  great  pleasure  in  introducing  Mrs.  Susie  Safe- 
ley  Blake  of  Burlington. 

Address  of  Mrs.  Blake. 

Col.  Rood,  and  Dear  Old  Soldier  Buys,  Comrades  of  my  Beloved 
Brother,  John  J.  Safely,  of  Co.  C,  13th  Iowa  Regiment: 

How   his   heart    would   fill   with    happiness   could   he   be   here   today. 
He  loved  the  soldier,  and  how  proud  he  was  of  the  Crocker  Brigade. 

I  wish  I  could  express  my  feelings  to  you,  but  it  i.^  impossible — 
I  cannot.  Feelings  of  joy  and  sorrow — joy  to  be  here  today,  sorrow 
for  past  heart-ache^.  It  was  my  heart's  desire  to  have  a  poem  written 
for  this  occasion,  but  I  was  disappointed.  I  am  not  a  poetess  myself, 
and  I  find  very  few  that  are. 

Fifty  yeai-s  ago  you  were  listening  for  the  bugle's  call.  Today 
you  are  "Waiting  for  the  Bugle."  I  will  read  a  short  poem  by  Col. 
Higginson  called 

"Waiting  for  the  Bugle." 

"We  wait  for  the  bugle;  the  night-dews  are  cold, 
The  limbs  of  the  soldiers  feel  jaded  and  old; 

The  field  of  our  bivouac  is  windy  and  bale; 

There  is  lead  in  our  joints,  there  is  frost  in  our  hair. 
The  future  is  veiled  and  its  fortunes  unknown, 
As  we  lie  with  hushed  breath  till  the  bugle  is  blown." 
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"At  the  sound  of  that  bugle  each  comrade  shall  spring- 
Like  an  arrow  released  from  the  strain  of  the  string- 

The  courage,  the  impulse  of  youth  shall  come  back' 

To  banish  the  chill  of  the  (hear  bivouac; 
And  sorrows  and  losses  and  cares  fade  away, 
When  that  life-giving  signal  proclaims  the  new  day." 

"Tho  the  bivouac  of  age  may  put  ice  in  your  veins, 
And  no  fiber  of  steel  in  your  sinews  remains; 

Tho  the  comrades  of  yesterday's  march  are  not  here, 
And  the  sunlight  seems  pale  and  the  branches  are  sere; 
Tho  the  sound  of  our  cheering  dies  down   to  a  moan, 
We  shall  find  our  lost  youth  when  the  bugle  is  blown." 

(Applause.) 
President  Rood: 

Comrades,  Governor  Carroll  is  here.  He  was  invited  to 
visit  this  reunion,  as  we  have  invited  every  governor  since 
these  brigade  reunions  began.  Every  governor  who  was  in 
office  when  we  held  a  reunion  has  clone  us  the  honor  to  at- 
tend at  least  one  meeting,  with  but  one  exception,  and  it 
also  includes  that  grand  old  governor,  Kirkwood,  and  one 
or  two  others  who  were  in  office  before  the  reunions  started. 

We  expected  that  Governor  Carroll  would  be  here  to- 
morrow, but  circumstances  make  it  necessary  Tor  him  to 
leave  here  at  10:37  tomorrow  morning,  and  there  being  no 
other  opportunity  to  present  him  to  the  Brigade  and  have 
you  acknowledge  your  respect  for  him  and  the  office  he 
holds,  I  take  great  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  Governor 
B.  F.  Carroll. 

Address  of  Governor  Carroll. 

Members  of  the  Crocker  Brigade: 

I  know  that  it  is  a  real  imposition  upon  you  for  me  to  consume 
much  of  your  time  tonight.  When  Col.  Rood  invited  me  to  attend 
this  reunion  I  regarded  it  as  one  of  the  highest  honors  that  has  come 
to  me  since  you  placed  me  in  office.  There  is  only  one  Crocker  Bri- 
gade. I  mean  that  in  just  exactly  the  right  spirit.  I  do  not  mean  to 
say  that  there  were  not  many  good  regiments  in  the  Union  army.  I 
do  not  mean  that  the  Crocker  Brigade  was  the  best  of  all  the  bri- 
gades in  the  union  army,  but  I  want  to  say  that  so  far  as  my  know- 
ledge goes  there  never  was  a  Brigade  which  won  such  lasting  honors 
as  the  Brigade  to  which  you  men  belong.  The  Union  army  was  full 
of  loyal,  patriotic  and  brave  soldiers.  Possibly  there  were  many  reg- 
iments in  the  Union  araiy  made  up  of  just  as  brave  men  as  made  up 
your  regiments,  but  I  think  history   tells  us   that  Crocker's   Brigade 
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"At  the  sound  of  that  bugle  each  comrade  shall  sprint? 
Like  an  arrow  released  from  the  strain  of  the  string- 

The  courage,  the  impulse  of  youth  shall  come  back 

lo  banish  the  chill  of  the  drear  bivouac; 
And  sorrows  and  losses  and  cares  fade  away, 
When  that  life-giving  signal  proclaims  the  new  day." 

"Tho  the  bivouac  of  age  may  put  ice  in  your  veins, 
And  no  fiber  of  steel  in  your  sinews  remains; 

Tho  the  comrades  of  yesterday's  march  are  not  here, 
And  the  sunlight  semis  pale  and  the  branches  are  sere; 
Tho  the  sound  of  our  cheering  dies  down   to  a  moan, 
We  shall  find  our  lost  youth  when  the  bugle  is  blown." 

(Applause.) 
President  Rood: 

Comrades,  Governor  Carroll  is  here.  He  was  invited  to 
visit  this  reunion,  as  we  have  invited  every  governor  since 
these  brigade  reunions  began.  Every  governor  who  was  in 
office  when  we  held  a  reunion  has  clone  us  the  honor  to  at- 
tend at  least  one  meeting,  with  but  one  exception,  and  it 
also  includes  that  grand  old  governor,  Kirk  wood,  ami  one 
or  two  others  who  were  in  office  before  the  reunions  started. 
We  expected  that  Governor  Carroll  would  be  here  to- 
morrow, but  circumstances  make  it  necessary  for  him  to 
leave  here  at  10:37  tomorrow  morning,  and  there  being  no 
other  opportunity  to  present  him  to  the  Brigade  and  have 
you  acknowledge  your  respect  for  him  and  the  ottice  he 
holds,  I  take  great  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  Governor 
B.  F.  Carroll. 

Address  of  Governor  Carroll. 

Members  of  the  Crocker  Brigade: 

I  know  that  it  is  a  real  imposition  upon  you  for  me  to  consume 
much  of  your  time  tonight.  When  Col.  Rood  invited  me  to  attend 
this  reunion  I  regarded  it  as  one  of  the  highest  honors  that  has  come 
to  me  since  you  placed  me  in  office.  There  is  only  one  Crocker  Bri- 
gade. I  mean  that  in  just  exactly  the  right  spirit.  I  do  not  mean  to 
say  that  there  were  not  many  good  regiments  in  the  Union  army.  I 
do  not  mean  that  the  Crocker  Brigade  was  the  best  of  all  the  bri- 
gades in  the  union  army,  but  1  want  to  say  that  so  far  as  my  know- 
ledge goes  there  never  was  a  Brigade  which  won  such  lasting  honors 
as  the  Brigade  to  which  you  men  belong.  The  Union  army  was  full 
of  loyal,  patriotic  and  brave  soldiers.  Possibly  there  were  many  reg- 
iments in  the  Union  army  made  up  of  just  as  brave  men  as  made  up 
your  regiments,  but  I  think  history  tells  us  that  Crocker's   Brigade 
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was  the  only  one  which  maintained  and  continued  a  Brigade  from 
the  time  it  was  organized  to  the  end  of  the  war,  so  that  no  other  four 
regiments  ever  had  the  opportunities  you  had.  But  no  word  shall 
ever  fall  from  my  lips  in  disrespect  of  any  man  who  marched  in  the 
army,  and  if  I  happen  to  speak  more  of  Crocker's  Brigade  it  is  no 
reflection  upon  any  other  regiment.  I  would  gladly  talk  in  their 
praise  as  well  as  yours. 

I  fee!  highly  honored  in  being-  asked  to  appear  before  this  great 
organization.  It  is  your  fiftieth  anniversary,  and  this  is  the  first  time 
I  have  met  with  you  in  the  fifty  years.  It  was  my  pleasure  to  meet 
with  the  Grand  Army  of  the  State  in  its  encampment  at  Muscatine 
in  June,  and  to  enjoy  its  fiftieth  anniversary  ami  to  help  to  celebrate 
in  that  town  which  furnished  the  first  company  of  the  first  Iowa  regi- 
ment to  go  to  the  Civil  War. 

1  do  not  know  just  what  to  say  to  you  in  a  few  moments.  I 
must  abbreviate  the  speech  I  had  for  you.  I  know  nothing  about 
war.  I  have  listened  with  intense  interest  to  that  most  magnificent 
address  that  Mr.  White  has  delivered  to  you,  and  in  almost  every  par- 
ticular 1  agree  with  him. 

I  want  to  come  to  you  as  one  having  authority  to  represent  the  peo- 
ple of  our  state  and  say  that  I  come  here  to  lay  at  your  feet  a  tribute 
from  every  man,  woman  and  child  of  our  commonwealth.  I  want  to 
come  to  you  as  one  who  knows  what  place  you  have  maintained  for 
our  country.  It  took  the  United  States  thirty  years  after  the  close  of 
the  war  to  be  recognized  as  a  world  power.  Today  there  is  no  nation 
that  would  attempt  to  change  the  map  oi'  the  world  without  first 
taking  into  account  whether  or  not  it  is  going  to  please  the  United 
States. 

I  was  thinking  when  Mr.  White  declined  to  call  you  "boys,"  of  a 
little  incident  which . occurred  at  Ottumwa  today.  I  reviewed  the  Fif- 
ty-fourth regiment  of  our  National  Guards  which  was  encamped  there 
yesterday.  I  went  to  Eldon  to  attend  a  reunion  this  afternoon  and 
before  leaving  two  old  soldiers  and  myself  were  standing  on  the  de- 
pot platform  talking  and  some  ladies  came  up  and  one  said  to  the  old 
soldiers,  "Were  you  such  boys  as  those  fellows  during  the  war  time?" 
One  of  the  soldiers  replied,  "Yes,  there  average  age  is  older  than  the 
average  age  of  our  boys  even  at  the  close  of  the  war."  But  that  was 
not  the  thing  that  impressed  me  most.  It  was  the  fact  that  there 
were  six  companies  to  go  east,  and  there  were  six  nicely  varnished 
coaches  for  them,  and  one  of  the  old  soldiers  said,  "We  traveled  in 
stock  cars  and  box  cars.  There  were  not  enough  passenger  coaches 
in  the  state  of  Iowa  to  carry  us."  But  because  we  could  not  carry 
you  in  coaches  is  no  reason  why  we  should  not  carry  our  boys  that 
way  now.  I  want  to  say  to  you  that  a  young  man  who  is  willing  to 
offer  himself  for  the  service  of  his  country  or  not,  is  deserving  of  the 
best  things  that  the  government  can  give  him,  (applause),  and  I  want 
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to  say  to  you  old  soldiers,  that  so  long-  as  I  am  your  governor  1  am 
going  to  see  that  the  boys  get  the  bust.  (Applause).  Those  boys  are 
carrying  the  best  rifles  that  the  shops  of  the  world  can  turn  out  to- 
day. All  the  guns  that  the  Crocker  Brigade  carried  would  not  sell  for 
$1.80  today  to  equip  an  army,  and  the  government  would  not  accept 
them  as  a  gift  if  offered  for  that  purpose,  but  you  had  the  best  that 
could  be  furnished  you  at  that  time.  1  am  leading  up  to  Mr.  White's 
idea  of  peace,  and  he  and  1  are  going  to  disagree,  though  not  serious- 
ly. We  had  a  difference  some  time  ago,  which  was  settled  to  my 
satisfaction,  whether  it  satisfied  Mr.  White  or  not. 

I  want  to  say  reverently  that  1  thank  the  Almighty  for  every 
step  that  has  been  made  in  the  advancement  of  the  machinery  of 
war.  Those  old  muskets  of  yours  killed  ten  times  as  many  as  were 
killed  in  the  Spanish-American  war  under  like  circumstances.  Why 
so?  Because  of  the  close  contact.  One  man  is  said  to  have  been  kill- 
ed with  a  jaw  bone,  and  it  was  not  his  own  jaw  bone  either. 

I  saw  the  exhibition  of  air-ships  in  Des  Moines  last  week,  and 
some  one  said  they  are  going  to  alleviate  war;  that  in  Texas  they 
were  flying  here  and  there  and  every  place.  You  men  did  not  have 
them.  It  means  what  Mr.  White  said,  that  we  have  readied  the  place 
where  we  dare  not  fight  any  more,  we  arc  traveling  towards  a  peace- 
ful settlement  of  international  difficulties.  1  want  to  tell  you  where  I 
take  exceptions  to  the  arbitration  for  universal  peace.  I  take  excep- 
tion to  it  for  the  season  that  every  man  whom  1  have  followed  closely 
suggests  the  idea  of  disarmament  before  the  arbitration  of  peace. 
I  read  the  statement  just  the  other  day  that  the  peace  arbitration  that 
had  been  agreed  upon  between  the  United  States,  England  and 
France  was  the  most  important  movement  that  has  been  inaugurated 
in  a  thousand  years,  and  I  believe  that.  Germany  and  Russia  have 
already  expressed  a  willingness  to  enter  into  an  agreement  of  that 
kind  with  us.  Do  you  presume  that  General  Lee  would  ever  have 
handed  his  sword  over  to  General  Grant  if  he  had  not  been  thor- 
oughly convinced  that  General  Grant  was  in  a  position  to  compel  him 
to  do  so?  Do  you  believe  that  the  nations  that  are  inclined  to  want 
to  fight  are  going  to  peacefully  submit  to  an  adjustment  of  affairs 
unless  they  know  that  the  other  nations  can  compel  them  to  do  so? 
It  may  be  possible  that  we  will  have  to  adopt  the  arbitration  for  a 
peaceful  settlement  of  differences  between  tuitions  with  a  gun  drawn 
on  the  other  fellow.  I  hope  not,  but  we  will  never  adopt  them  if  they 
reach  the  conclusion  that  we  are  in  a  position  to  compel  thai  adjust- 
ment of  affairs.  No  man  is  more  anxious  to  have  that  day  roll  around 
than  I  am,  but  not  while  there  is  peril  am  I  in  favor  of  laying  down 
the  musket. 

I  have  been  sitting  here  looking  into  your  faces.  I  have  been 
studying  you  with  that  interest  which  grows  on  you  as  days  come  and 
go.     I  recently  read  Addison's  "Vision  of  Mirza."     It  is  a  vision    of 
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human  life.  A  wide  stream  is  represented  and  a  bridge  crosses  it. 
One  end  of  the  bridge  is  visible,  the  other  is  veiled  in  mists.  The 
bridge  is  crowded  with  people,  but  many  fall  through  here  and  there 
before  reaching  the  middle.  Some  pass  across  and  are  lost  in  the  mist 
at  the  other  end,  and  then  far  beyond  the  mists  are  the  beautiful 
emerald  isles.  So  in  human  life,  only  a  small  per  cent  of  us  ever 
reach  the  middle  of  the  stream,  and  but  few  come  to  the  other  end  of 
the  bridge.  But  you  boys,  were  not  only  compelled  to  submit  to  the 
ravages  of  ordinary  life,  but  you  were  compelled  to  submit  to  shot 
and  shell,  to  the  roar  of  the  cannon  and  the  crack  of  the  musket,  and 
so  1  thought  of  the  ''Vision  of  Mirza."  And  then  1  though  where,  is 
another  brigade  that  has  to  its  credit  Shiloh,  Corinth,  Vicksburg,  Ken- 
nesaw  Mountain,  Atlanta,  "March  to  the  Sea,"  Columbia,  past  Rich- 
mond, and  on  to  the  Grand  Review  at  Washington. 

Do  you  wonder  that  1  feel  honored  in  talking  to  you?  1  believe  thai 
the  time  is  come,  if  indeed  it  did  not.  come  a  good  while  ago,  when 
every  man  who  put  a  musket  on  his  shoulder  and  went  tu  the  front 
should  be  recognized  in  a  substantial  way  by  the  government.  (Ap- 
plause.) I  believe  that  the  time  has  come  when  every  one  who  has 
any  need  ought  to  be  looked  after  by  the  government.  Do  you  say 
that  is  leaning  on  the  government?  But  you  remember  when  the 
government  leaned  on  you,  and  if  the  government  had  not  been  lean- 
ing on  you  at  that  time  what  would  it  be  today?  The  debt  the  coun- 
try owes  to  the  Union  soldiers  can  never  be  paid  in  dollars  and  cents, 
and  the  appreciation  we  ought  to  express  is  immeasurable. 
I  thank  you  for  this  opportunity  of  speaking  to  you. 

(Applause.) 

President  Rood: 

The  chorus  will  sing  "America,"  in  which  the  audience 
will  join;  then  the  bugler  will  blow  Taltoo,  and  we  will  stand 
adjourned. 

Music. 

Tattoo. 

Adjournment. 
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REPORT  OF  SECOND  BUSINESS  MEETING. 
Thursday  .Morning,  September  7,  1911, 

Following  the  parade  the  Brigade  marched  to  the  court 
room  for  the  closing  business  session  of  the  reunion. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  President  II.  H. 
Rood. 

A  Comrade  : 

Mr.  President,  Mr.  S.  E.  Woodford,  the  original  cap- 
tain of  Co.  K  of  the  13th  Iowa  is  present,  and  I  move  that 
he  be  escorted  to  a  seat  on  the  platform. 

President  Rood: 

It  is  a  great  honor  and  I  take  pleasure  in  doing  so. 

(President  Rood  escorts  Capt.  Woodford  to  a  seat  on 
the  platform.) 

President  Rood: 

I  want  to  introduce  to  you  a  man,  who  because  of  his 
age,  eighty-two  years,  has  not  been  able  to  attend  many  of 
our  reunions,  Captain  S.  E.  Woodford,  the  original  captain 
of  Co.  K,  13th  Iowa, 
Captain  Woodford  : 

If  I  was  in-  the  habit  of  making  speeches  I  would  im- 
prove this  opportunity,  but  I  am  not  in  that  habit,  though  I 
want  to  return  my  thanks  for  this  cordial  introduction. 
President  Rood: 

We  will  now  have  the  report  of  the  recording  secretary 
which  has  arrived.  We  have  found  that  it  was  not  because 
it  was  packed  with  Mr.  Kepler's  evening  suit  that  it  was  late 
in  getting  here,  but  because  this  is  the  first  time  for  many 
years  that  it  has  come  without  a  balance  on  the  debit  side. 

Report  of  Recording  Secretary 

Total  receipts  from  all  sources $317.00 

Total  expenditures  for  all  purposes 291.86 

Balance  in  his  hands $  25.14 
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This  is  the  first  time  in  many  years  this  report  has 
shown  a  balance  on  the  right  side  of  the  ledger. 

Moves  that  the  report  be  received,  accepted  and  placed 
on  file.    Motion  prevailed. 

President  Rood: 

Major  McArthur  has  a  pamphlet  relating  to  the  cap- 
ture and  destruction  of  Columbia,  February  17,  18G5,  which 
he  desires  to  distribute  to  the  Brigade  at  the  most  conven- 
ient time  and  place.  He  may  have  lime  to  do  so  now.  I 
am  sure  you  will  be  glad  to  get  this  interesting  history. 

Major  McArthur: 

Many  of  you  have  asked  me  to  write  the  history  of  the 
capture  of  Columbia,  and  I  have  promised  to  do  so  for  many 
years.  I  am  the  only  living  officer  who  took  a  prominent 
part  in  that  expedition,  and  when  1  am  gone  there  will  be 
none  to  write  the  history.  This  is  a  statement  of  fact.  I 
desire  every  member  of  Crocker's  Iowa  Brigade  to  have  a 
copy. 

President  Rood: 

I  think  the  distribution  is  completed. 

The  next  order  of  business  is  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  time  and  place  of  our  next  meeting,  Mr.  Charles  W. 
Kepler,  chairman. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Time  and  Place. 

The  Committee  reported  in  favor  of  holding  our  reun- 
ion in  1913  at  Clarinda,  Iowa. 

Mr.  Kepler: 

This  morning  we  received  through  Comrade  Ragsdale, 
an  invitation  from  the  city  of  Des  Moines,  through  the 
Commercial  Club  of  that  city.  I  think  I  voice  the  entire 
committee  when  I  say  that  had  we  had  this  letter  from  the 
secretary  of  the  Commercial  Club  at  Des  Moines  before  us 
yesterday  that  our  report  would  have  been  the  same  as  it 
is.  We  have  an  urgent  invitation  from  the  citizens  of  Clar- 
inda to  hold  our  next  reunion  there.  We  can  see  by  this 
meeting  what  such  an  invitation  means.    We  are  having  a 
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grand  good  time,  and  you  know  the  reason  why.  A  very 
strong  invitation  came  from  the  people  of  Sigourney  last 
year  asking  us  to  come  here,  and  everyone  got  behind  this 
reunion  and  they  have  made  it  a  success. 

If  it  is  in  order,  Mr.  President,  I  move  the  adoption  of 
this  report.     The  motion  carried  unanimously. 

President  Rood: 

We  will  now  have  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Orator. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Orator. 
Major  Mc  Arthur: 

We,  the  committee  on  orator,  take  pleasure  in  present- 
ing the  name  of  Hon.  D.  E.  Vories  of  Marion,  Iowa,  and  we 
also  have  the  pleasure  to  announce  that  he  has  accepted, 
with  express  pleasure  to  himself,  and  he  deems  it  a  great 
honor.  His  father  and  three  brothers  were  in  [he  army  and 
he  knows  what  it  means  to  uphold  the  old  flag  whether  in 
1861  or  1911. 

On  motion  the  report  was  adopted. 

President  Rood: 

The  next  in  order  is  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Nomination  of  Ollicers,  Mr.  Glasgow,  chairman. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Nomination  of  Ollicers. 

Mr.  Glasgow: 

Your  committee  on  nomination  of  officers  herewith  rec- 
ommends the  re-election  of  the  present  officers  for  the  en- 
suing term,  and  that  the  office  of  treasurer  be  merged  with 
that  of  recording  secretary. 

The  report  was  unanimously  adopted,  with  applause. 
Each  of  the  officers  were  called  upon  in  turn  and  each  ac- 
cepted the  high  honor  with  thanks. 

President  Rood: 

Mr.  Chairman,  you  omitted  in  your  report  the  vice- 
presidents  of  the  different  regiments.  We  will  now  call  for 
them. 
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Vice-President,  11th  Iowa,  M.  G.  Wiggins. 
Vice-President,  13th  Iowa,  Capt.  W.  A.  Shirk. 
Vice-President,  15th  Iowa,  Capt.  C.  E.  Lanstrum. 
Vice-President,  16th  Iowa,  Capt.  John  Henry  Smith. 

President  Rood: 

The  next  in  order  is  the  report  of  the  commit  lee  on 
thanks  and  acknowledgments. 

Report,  of  Committee  on  Thanks  and  Acknowledgements. 

The  committee  on  thanks  and  acknowledgments  re- 
spectfully  submit  the  following: 

First.  That  the  thanks  of  the  Brigade  are  due  and 
hereby  extended  to  the  good  people  of  Sigourney  for  their 
most  kind,  patriotic  and  generous  welcome  to  their  fair  city. 

Second.  That  the  thanks  of  the  Brigade  are  due  to  all 
who  have  so  nicely  and  pleasantly  entertained  us  by  their 
excellent  songs  and  music,  and  especially  we  want  to  thank 
Master  Samuel  Dawson,  who  so  nicely  entertained  us  Wed- 
nesday evening  at  the  camp  fire. 

Third.  And  again,  do  we  want  to  thank  Capt.  J.  T. 
Parker  of  Co.  D,  13th  Iowa,  and  the  members  of  the  local 
post  of  G.  A.  R.,  the  Ladies  of  the  Relief  Corps,  and  all 
members  of  Co.  D,  13th,  for  unnumbered  kindnesses,  in 
making  this,  our  golden  anniversary  of  1861,  the  grand  suc- 
cess it  has  been. 

Fourth.  Resolved,  that  the  thanks  of  the  survivors  of 
the  Old  Brigade  are  hereby  given  to  the  children  and  teach- 
ers of  the  public  schools  of  Sigourney,  who  on  this  morning,- 
were  massed  on  the  east  side  of  the  court  house,  and  sang 
so  beautifully  the  old  songs  of  '61  to  '65. 

Signed)     M.  G.  Wiggins,  11th  Iowa. 
S.  Easterly,  13th  Iowa. 
J.  H.  Smith,  16th  Iowa. 
L.  S.  Tyler,  15th  Iowa,  Chairman. 

By  rising  vote  the  report  was  unanimously  accepted. 

President  Rood: 

One  of  our  comrades  of  the  11th  Iowa  is  fourteen  or 
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fifteen  thousand  miles  away,  and  recently  some  matters 
have  occurred  in  which  the  members  of  his  regiment  and 
all  of  us  are  interested  and  I  have  called  on  Major  McArthur 
to  state  the  facts  for  our  informal  ion. 

Major  McArthur: 

I  presume  there  is  no  one  here  but  who  has  noticed  the 
report  in  the  papers  of  the  investigation  of  the  department 
of  state  at  Washington  with  reference  to  Comrade  \V.  H. 
Michael,  who  is  at  present  at  Calcutta.  The  charge  was 
made  that  his  claim  was  dishonest  in  making  out  a  voucher 
tor  $2400.00,  when  the  amount  was  but  $810.00.  The  Bri- 
gade knows  Mr.  Michael  well,  and  knows  that  he  is  a  man 
of  unquestionable  integrity.  I  know  it.  The  matter  came 
up  at  the  time  of  the  Jamestown  exposition.  In  looking  mat- 
ters over  it  was  found  that  the  amount  charged  for  picture 
of  Secretary  Hayes  was  $2400.00.  The  artist  who  painted 
the  picture  said  he  signed  a  receipt  for  $810.00  for  the  pic- 
ture and  frame,  and  that  was  the  total  amount  he  received. 
Of  course  there  was  a  discrepancy  of  about  $1000.00,  and 
they  telegraphed  Mr.  Michael  in  reference  to  it  and  wrote 
him  also.  The  Secretary  of  State  took  the  matter  up  and  in- 
vestigated it,  and  he  and  all  interested  were  satisfied  that 
the  money  was  honestly  spent.  Mr.  Michael  was  called  for 
his  report  in  reference  to  the  matter  and  he  stated  in  his 
report  that  he  took  the  bill  for  the  picture  which  was  $750 
and  the  frame  $60.00,  to  Secretary  Hayes,  and  he  (Secre- 
tary Hayes)  picked  out  several  other  items  of  expense  and 
said  you  make  out  a  voucher  covering  these  other  incident- 
als also,  which  amounted  in  all  to  $2100.  Mr.  Michael  did 
as  ordered  and  Secretary  Hayes  signed  the  order,  and  the 
$1600.00  was  paid  to  Secretary  Hayes.  Some  who  knew 
nothing  about  the  transaction  immediately  asked  why  the 
$1600.00  was  put  in  without  any  voucher  for  it.  There  was 
no  report  made  of  that  $1600.00  and  never  will  be  because 
it  is  a  matter  of  courtesy  accorded  those  who  are  in  ollice. 
Mr.  Michael  had  no  authority  to  draw  the  $1600.00  unless 
ordered  to  do  so  by  Secretary  Hayes,  which  he  was,  and  he 
made  a  report  to  that  effect.     Perhaps  separate  vouchers 
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should  have  been  made  out,  but  it  is  not  usually  done  that 
way.  Things  are  not  in  a  way  a  business  man  would  run  his 
private  business. 

This  matter  was  taken  up  not  because  they  had  any 
personal  objections  to  the  man,  but  for  political  purposes. 
It  would  be  tolly  to  dismiss  Mr.  Michael,  and  they  will  not 
do  it.  They  have  evidence  in  their  own  minds  that  there  is 
no  foundation  for  the  charge,  and  they  are  going  to  stand 
by  Mr.  Michael.  We  are  always  hearing  that  there  are  ir- 
regularities in  all  departments,  and  it  is  for  political  effect. 

1  knew  you  would  like  to  hear  of  this.  A  great  many 
have  written  me  about  it,  and  1  thought  1  would  state  the 
facts  at  this  time  to  the  comrades  and  then  they  would 
know  the  truth  of  the  matter. 

President  Rood: 

1  believe  that  closes  the  regular  business  of  this  meet- 
ing. Does  any  comrade  know  of  any  business  that  has 
been  overlooked? 

President  Rood : 

This  afternoon  at  two  o'clock  is  the  reception  at  the 
Methodist  church.  We  will  form  at  headquarters  and  march 
there,  and  the  closing  camp-fire  tonight  will  be  held  in  the 
tent. 

President  Rood: 

When  you  pass  out  I  will  ask  you  to  form  and  we  will 
march  back  to  the  hotel.  We  now  stand  adjourned  until  this 
afternoon. 
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CAMP   FIRE. 


Second  Evening,  September  7th. 

Assembly. 

Raising  of  Flag. 

Salute  to  the  Flag. 

Invocation. 

Music:     "Hail  to  Our  Flag." 

President  Rood: 

Your  presiding  officer  takes  special  pleasure  in  intro- 
ducing the  first  speaker  of  this  evening,  pleasure  because 
of  the  high  character  of  his  military  services,  and  pleasure 
because  of  the  high  character  of  his  civil  lite.  He  was  one 
of  the  stall"  of  General  W.  W.  Belknap,  that  grand  comman- 
der of  this  Brigade,  and  performed  his  duties  with  great 
satisfaction  to  his  chief  and  all  with  whom  he  was  associat- 
ed, lie  was  one  of  the  twenty-one  gallant  men  who  crossed 
Congaree  river  on  the  morning  of  February  17,  18G5,  dash- 
ed up  the  streets  of  Columbia,  and  in  a  short  time,  he,  with 
two  comrades,  climbed  to  the  dome  of  the  capitol  of  South 
Carolina,  and  there  the  three  gallant  men  unfurled  to  the 
breeze  the  Hag  which  had  been  absent  from  that  building 
for  four  years.  I  take  great  pleasure  in  introducing  Major 
H.  C.  McArthur  of  the  15th  Iowa. 


Major  McArthur's  Address. 

Mr.   President,  Boys  of  Sixty-One,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

Tonight  we  close  our  "Golden  Jubilee,"  and  we  desire  here  and 
now  to  assure  the  good,  patriotic  people  of  Sigourney  and  Keokuk 
county,  the  early  home  of  our  beloved  Crocker,  that  we  have  enjoyed 
every  minute  to  the  limit.  Nothing  seems  Lo  have  been  left  undone 
which  should  have  been  done  to  insure  our  pleasure.  We  will 
away  with  us  happy  recollections  of  this  unique  event.  We  feel  in  u 
reminiscent  mood  tonight.  It  is  fifty  years — it  seems  but  yesterday — 
since  the  first  shot  was  fired  at  the  flag  of  our  country,  and  that  shot, 
coming  from  our  own  countrymen  was  deplored  more  keenly.  It 
caused  brother  to  shoot  brother,  son  to  shoot  father,  father  to  shoot 
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son.  That  was  an  awful  shut.  I  tremble-to  think  of  it.  Momentar- 
illy  the  nation  stood  still,  as  it  were,  paralyzed.  Then  suddenly 
awoke  to  a  keen  sense  of  just  indignation,  and  an  earnest,  serious  re- 
solve and  determination,  horn  of  loyalty,  that  this  nation,  dedicated 
to  liberty,  must  be  preserved.  1  hen  followed  the  call  to  arms.  As 
hoys,  ignorant  of  military  duty,  hut  full  of  patriotic  pride,  we  left 
our  shops,  farms,  stores  and  schools  to  enlist  in  our  country's  defense. 
Then  came  organization  and  drill.  Our  first  attempt  was  forming 
"two  rows  like  the  regulars."  To  many,  it  proved  laborious  to  dress 
up  in  a  straight  line.    "Eyes  right,"  and  keep  them  there. 

Many  of  you  remember  well  what  a  serious  task  good  old  Capt. 
Throckmartin,  Co.  F,  lath  Iowa,  had  with  Corporal  Slonaker,  a  tall 
and  awkward  hoy,  who  would  try  very  hard,  hut  could  not  induce 
more  than  one  joint  of  his  anatomy  to  get  into  line  at  one  and  the 
same  time,  nut  Throcky  broke  him  in  all  right,  and  if  you  remember 
correctly,  it.  broke  Throcky's  patn.ee  pretty  well  too.  They  both 
made  grand  defenders  of  the  union,  loved  and  respected  by  all  who 
knew  them.  It  was  amusing  to  witness  Throcky  and  Slonaker,  but 
we  must  admit,  many  of  us  were  pretty  well  fitted  for  the  awkward 
squad  ourselves  during  the  summer  and  fall  of  1861.  It  was  aston- 
ishing though,  how  soon  we  learned  the  art  of  war.  At  Shiloh,  Cor- 
nith,  Vicksburg,  Atlanta  campaign,  "March  to  the  Sea,"  up  through 
the  Oarolinas,  wherever  this  Brigade  met  the  enemies  of  our  flag, 
our  record  was  honorable  and  "Writ  in  blood."  In  the  Grand  Review, 
at  Washington,  mustered  out,  hack  into  civil  life,  down  to  the  pres- 
ent time.  Iowa  has  no  regrets  to  oiler  on  account  of  the  loyal  record 
of  (aocker's  Iowa  Brigade,  or  of  the  record  of  any  other  h-wa  troops. 
Prom  start  to  finish  yours  was  an  active  participation  in  saving  the 
flag  from  dishonor.  The  fact  that  not  a  star  is  missing  from  the 
glorious  constellation,  and  not  allowed  to  he  trailed  in  the  dust,  is 
due  to  the  determined  fighting  loyalty  and  bravery  of  the  "Boys  in 
Blue."  In  mentioning  the  loyal  and  brave  men,  1  do  not  forget  the 
brave  and  loyal  women,  who,  in  my  opinion,  suffered  pangs  of  grief, 
deeper  than  those  of  us  bore  while  in  the  battle  front.  I  greet  them, 
God  bless  our  noble,  self-sacrificing  loyal  women. 

Crocker's  Brigade  was  on  the  firing  line  very  soon  after  traitor- 
ous hands  were  raised  to  destroy  the  republic,  and  remained  there 
until  the  last  gun  was  fired.  Its  losses  will  testify  to  its  service.  When 
Johnson's  army,  in  our  front,  surrendered,  none  welcomed  peace  more 
joyously  or  more  sincerely  than  did  you.  We  could  truly  say,  "With 
malice  toward  none,  with  charity  for  all,"  we  would  assist  in  binding 
up  the  nation's  wounds,  and  you  began  right  there  by  dividing  your 
scant  rations  with  Lee's  and  Johnson's  paroled  soldiers.  The  union 
soldiers  were  glad  the  time  had  come  to  beat  "swords  into  plow 
shares"  and  "spears  into  pruning  hooks;"  more  than  happy  in  the 
hope  to  learn  war  no  more.     But  my  comrades,  and  fellow  citizens,  I 
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am  not  as  optimistic  as  I  was  forty-five  years  ago,  having  for  years, 
and  at  the  seat  of  the  government  too,  seen  so  much  revived  senti- 
ment regarding  the  Confederate  flag.  I  find  myself  in  doubt  of  the 
peace  we  secured  at  such  fearful  cost  of  blood  and  treasure  being 
satisfactory  to  real  loyal,  patriotic  hearts.  I  cannot  become  recon- 
ciled to  the  belief  that  this  country  is  big  enough  for  two  flaps,  and 
so  sure  as  our  southern  brothers  continue  to  force  the  old  rebel  flag- 
to  the  front,  as  they  are  doing  now,  sooner  or  later  a  conflict  must 
come,  unless,  unless,  lo\e  and  true  loyalty  for  the  dear  old  flag  wanes, 
and  our  people  falter  in  their  patriotic  devotion,  which,  Cod  forbid. 
If  the  south  really  desires  permanent  peace,  why  not  put  away  these 
sentiments  and  emblems  which  can  only  prove  a  great  disturber  of 
peace,  and  mean  war.  A  few  years  ago,  only  here  and  there  a  rebel 
flag  was  visible,  perhaps  to  note  how  the  loyal  north  would  accept  the 
taunt.  We  paid  little  attention  to  it.  Today  at  every  gathering  of 
Confederate  survivors,  the  display  of  the  Confederate  flag  is  the  rule, 
that  of  the  Stars  and  Stripes  the  exception.  The  first  bold  move 
was  at  the  funeral  ceremonies  in  Washington  of  General  Joe  Wheeler, 
a  prominent  Confederate  general,  during  the  rebellion.  At  the  close 
of  the  hostilities,  he,  in  good  faith,  quit.  In  the  Spanish  American  war 
be  fought  valiantly  under  the  stars  and  stripes  and  died  an  officer  in 
the  regular  army.  On  his  bier  was  properly  found  the  stars  and 
stripes,  and  we  were  glad  it  was  so,  but  some  scheming  Confederate 
influence  secured  a  large  Confederate  flag,  and  placed  it  alongside 
of  the  stars  and  stripes.  Although  many  were  indignant,  but  little 
objection  was  openly  expressed.  That  was  where  we  failed,  that 
rag  should  have  been  removed.  Since  then  the  practice  of  displaying 
the  rebel  flag  has  become  general  and  in  increased  numbers.  On  last 
confederate  Memorial  Day,  last  June,  in  Arlington  cemetery,  thous- 
ands of  Confederate  flags  appeared,  but  not  one  flag  of  the  union.  In 
Arlington  are  now  buried  over  22,000  Union  soldiers,  and  but  300  Con- 
federates. Let  me  read  you  a  little  of  what  a  Washington  paper  says 
about  the  rebel  flag  in  connection  with  the  recent  Manassas  jubilee 
event  and  the  rebel  flag.  If  you  ask  why  they  do  not  display  the 
Stars  and  Stripes,  they  say  "We  have  no  use  for  it."  Let  me  read 
what  the  paper  has  to  say: 

Under  Which  Flag. 

"Lafayette  Post  of  New  York,  and  Winchester  Post  G.  A.  R.  of 
Brooklyn,  New  York,  adopted  resolutions  of  protest  against  carrying 
of  the  Confederate  flag  in  the  reunion  at  Manassas,  and  fur-,  tided 
them  to  President  Taft.     Among  other  things  the  resolutions  recited: 

"Speaking  in  the  name  of  the  comrades  how  living,  and  more 
earnestly  and  solemnly  for  the  million  maimed  and  dead  comrades  of 
the  armies  of  the  Union,  we  protest  most  emphatically  against  such 
an  act,  and  demand  that  the  president  of  the  United  States  take  such 
action  as  may  be  proper  to  provent  it." 
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The  resolution  states  that  in.  the  opinion  of  Winchester  Post  a 
most  impressive  ceremony  would  be  to  dig  a  grave,  broad  and  deep, 
in  the  soil  of  the  battlefield,  and  publicly  bury  the  Confederate  flag, 
and  that  the  president  should  preside  and  the  commander-in-chief  of 
the  Blue  and  Gray  veterans  should  participate." 

If  the  comrades  of  New  York  lived  in  Washington  and  protested 
every  time  the  rebel  flags  were  carried  in  procession  there,  they  would 
not  be  doing  much  of  anything  else.  When  the  veterans  of  the  state 
of  Pennsylvania  went  to  Fredericksburg,  Virginia,  to  dedicate  the 
monument  of  General  Humphrey,  about  three  weeks  ago,  they  brot 
no  flags  with  them  from  their  own  state,  and  marched  behind  the 
confederate  posts  and  confederate  flags  to  the  dedication.  When  the 
confederacy  held  Memorial  day  exercises  in  Arlington  cemetery  re- 
cently, there  were  about  5000  confederate  flags  there,  or  at  least 
one  to  every  man,  woman  and  child  who  attended,  and  not  a  single 
Star  and  Stripe  in  the  horizon  except  the  one  which  flew  regularly 
from  the  flag-pole  in  Arlington." 

"As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  confederate  flag  ought  not  to  be  per- 
mitted to  fly  at  all.  It  ought  not  to  be  made,  but  it  is  made,  and  it 
is  flying  in  increasing  numbers  every  day  in  the  year,  and  those  who 
fling  the  confederate  flag  to  the  breeze  are  careful  that  no  stars  and 
stripes  shall  float  about  it.  Sometimes  the  stars  and  .stripes  will  be 
seen  alongside  of  it,  but  on  a  stalF  not  quite  so  tall.  The  time  to  pro- 
test against  this  bringing  to  the  front  of  a  flag  that  has  no  legal  ex- 
istence, has  long  since  gone  by.  The  north,  in  its  mighty  effort  to 
bring  about  peace  may  now  cry,  "Peace,  peace,"  but  there  will  be  no 
peace,  and  there  never  can  be  peace  so  long  as  any  section  of  the 
country  chooses  to  recognize  any  flag  but  the  Stars  and  Stripes.  That 
assertion  is  true  as  gospel.  The  president  of  the  United  States  has 
no  power  to  suppress  the  confederate  flag,  and  it  is  quite  useless  to 
petition  him.  Congress  is  the  only  authority  that  can  be  appealed  to. 
So  long  as  there  are  senators  like  Heyburn  of  Idaho,  and  Bourne  of 
Oregon,  there  will  at  least  be  a  protest  in  the  United  States  senate 
against  the  carrying  of  the  rebel  flag.  It  is  more  than  probable  that 
the  people  given  to  driveling  sentimentalism  over  the  rebel  flag  io 
not  realize  that  they  are  committing  rank  treason,  and  that  it  is  a 
sentiment,  which  in  time  of  war  would  bring  instant  death  to  every 
one  uttering  it.  It  is  quite  time  to  remember  that  in  this  country 
there  is  but  one  flag,  and  that  only  those  who  can  keep  step  to  the 
music  of  the  Union,  can  march  in  the  procession." 

But  the  north  soon  tire  of  agitation,  not  so  the  south.  They 
keep  it  up  from  generation  to  generation.  We  are  prone  to  say  "Ltd 
them  alone."  That  is  exactly  what  they  asked  for  in  1801,  and  is 
what  they  desire  now.  We  let  them  alone,  and  the  country  woke  up 
one  morning  to  find  in  the  "Hall  of  Fame,"  alongside  of  Goerge 
Washington  of  Virginia,  the  statute  of  an  arrant  traitor,  in  confeedr- 
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ate  general's  uniform,  General  Robert  E.  Lee  of  Virginia,  and  it  re- 
mains there,  and  they  ask  us  what  no  are  going  to  do  about  it.  The 
same  element  are  now  contempating  placing  the  statute  of  the  arch 
traitor,  Jefferson  Davis  of  Mississippi,  in  the  Hall  ot'  fame.  The  Hall 
of  Fame,  as  I  understand  it,  was  dedicated  to  the  purpose  of  placing 
therein  two  statutes  from  each  state,  and  of  men  distinguished  from 
some  noble  and  patriotic  deed.  Let  us  see,  Jefferson  Davis  and  Rob 
ert  E.  Lee  were  educated  and  fostered  by  the  government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  Their  sworn  and  patriotic  duty  was  to  fight  for  and  if 
necessary,  die  for  then-  country.  At  each  promotion,  they  solemnly, 
again  and  again,  swore  to  support  and  defend  with  their  lives,  the 
constitution  and  the  flag.  When  the  supreme  test  came,  both  desert- 
ed their  country  and  flag.  Treason  said  ''Come."  Loyalty  and  sworn 
duty  said  "Remain."  Treason  prevailed  "The  permit}  of  treason 
is  death."  Charity  saved  them,  but  why  should  Lee  be  ..elected  front 
Virginia  for  a  place  in  the  Hall  of  Fame  to  be  placed  alongside  of 
Washington,  instead  of  one  of  those  illustrious,  loyal  and  patriotic 
Virginians,  either  Patrick  Henry,  Jefferson,  Marshall,  Madison,  Mon- 
roe and  others  Each  in  their  day,  proved  his  loyalty,  patriotism  and 
distinguished  ability  and  merit,  by  noble  deed  which  inured  to  the 
benefit  of  their  state  and  nation.  The  reason  is  obvious.  The  dis- 
tinguishing line,  between  national  patriotism  and  sectional  treason, 
is  sought  to  be  obliterated,  and  loyalty  surfers.  Shall  we  let  them 
alone  to  make  of  the  Hall  of  Fame,  a  den  for  traitors  statutes  in- 
stead of  for  men  who  did  noble,  patriotic  deeds  for  the  Union?  God 
forbid.  A  short  time  since  a  bill  was  introduced  in  congress,  ap- 
propriating one  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  a  monument  at  Vicks- 
burg,  in  view  of  the  gallant  services  rendered  by  the  naval  veterans 
of  the  confederate  navy.  We  ask  at  once,  what  did  the  naval  heroes 
of  the  confederate  army  do  to  entitle  them  to  draw  one  bundled 
thousand  dollai's,  or  one  cent,  from  the  treasury  of  the  United  States  V 
The  tnly  answer  is,  they  fought  valiantly  for  four  years  in  their  at- 
tempt to  destroy  the  Union.  Senator  Hey  burn  of  Idaho,  a  loyal 
senator  of  courage,  denounced  the  confederate  cause  as  infamous. 
This  brought  severe  remarks  from  southern  senators  denouncing 
Senator  Heyburn,  and  to  cover  up  their  real  aim,  eulogized  General 
Grant,  which  was  correct,  but  closed  with  General  Lee  a  little  higher 
on  the  ladder  of  fame,  and  they  always  do  that.  Is  all  of  this  con- 
ducive to  lasting  peace?  I  think  not,  unless  we  are  willing  to  sur- 
render the  principles  for  which  we  fought  and  for  which  so  many 
died.  God  grant  that  the  patriotic  fires  in  the  hearts  of  our  people 
will  increase  in  resplendent  brightness,  with  a  sincere  ami  determined 
resolve,  that  every  emblem  and  vestige  of  treason's  rebellion  shall 
be  destroyed  and  swept  away  and  lasting  peace  be  vouched  safe  to 
our  beloved  land  of  liberty. 

Members  of  Crocker's  Brigade,  I  greet  you  all  with   the  sincere 
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affection  of  a  true  comrade,  as  loyal  to  the  old  flag,  and  as  willing  to 
fight  for  it  now,  as  fifty  years  ago.  For  that  emblem  of  unity  aad 
freedom;  dining  tour  years  I  shared  with  you  the  trials  ami  hard- 
ships incident  to  our  soldier  life.  In  the  stem  realities  of  war  I  en- 
deavored to  perform  my  duty  as  I  know  all  of  you  did.  Of  the  well 
earned  victories  for  "Old  Glory,"  we  have  a  right  to  be  and  are  proud. 
1  rejoice  in  believing,  loyalty  to  our  country  and  flag  burns  as  truly 
in  your  hearts  today  as  fifty  years  ago.  The  men  and  women  who 
prefer  another  flag  to  the  Stars  and  Stripes  are  rebels  still,  who,  at 
the  first  opportunity,  will  haul  down  the  flag  of  our  country,  and  un- 
furl the  flag  of  the  "Lost  Cause"  in  its  stead.  I  beg  of  you,  let  us 
not  be  deceived. 

To  the  sons  of  veterans,  worthy  sons  of  worthy  sires,  around  the 
watchfirea  of  war,  we  learned  the  lesson,  and  we  plead  with  you,  and 
all  loyal  citizens,  to  remember,  that  "eternal  vigilance  is  the  price  of 
liberty."  You  sons  have  a  heritage  in  the  prestige  of  your  fathers. 
We  commend  their  valorous  record  of  loyalty  and  patriotism  to  your 
jealous  care  and  keeping.  Guard  well  the  Stars  and  Stripes  Ete'mem 
her  the  "Boys  in  Blue"  saved  the  nation. 

I  See  Visions. 

1  see  trees,  as  men  walking, 
Ah,  now  1  see  them  come, 
Hurrah,   they  are  Crocker  boys  of  sixty  one; 
With  shriek  of  fife,  and  roll  of  drum — 
Old,   gnarled,  storm-beaten,   hobbling  by, 
The   men   who  breasted  joyously 
Wild  war's  red  wave,  with  horrid  crest— 
Those   mighty  warriors  of  the  west — 
they  keep  the  flag,  unstained  and   bright, 
Eternal  emblem  of*  the  right. 
These  are  the  men,  whose  valor  and  patriotism, 
Were  tested  at  Shiloh,  Cornith, 
Vicksburg,  Atlanta  Campaign,  where,  under  fire 
For  one  hundred  consecutive  days,  and  on  a  thousand 
Other  Fields  of  carnage,   the  souls  of  men  were  tried  1*.. 

fire. 
And  now  they  pass, 
And  at  their  column's  head, 
I  see  "Old  Glory"  which  once  led 
The  hosts  of  freedom  thru  the  sea 
Of  blood  and  strife,  to   Liberty. 
And  as  we  gaze, 

We  seem  to  see,  thru  time-born  haze, 
The  ebb  and  flow  of  long  past  fights, 
And  all  the  glorious,  ghastly  sights 
Of  war,  which,  born  of  hate, 
Served  none  the  less  to  make  men  great; 
Crocker,  Chambers,  Hall,  Belknap, 
They  still  bravely  lead  Crocker's  Iowa   Brigade, 
With  "Old  Glory"  at  the  head. 
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Boys,  she's  up  there — Old  Glory — no  traitor  dealt  scars, 
No  blur  on  her  brightness,  no  stain  on  her  stars; 
The  blood  of  our  comrades  hath  crimsoned  her  bars, 
She's  the  flag  of  our  country  forever. 

(Applause.) 

President  Rood: 

Last  evening  at  the  church  a  little  boy  sang  for  us  to 
our  great  pleasure,  Master  Samuel  Dawson.  He  comes  to 
us  tonight  with  another  little  tot,  Miss  Wilhelmina  Brunt, 
to  sing  for  the  Brigade.  1  take  pleasure  in  bringing  forward 
and  introducing  these  children  to  the  Brigade. 

Duet,  Samuel  Dawson,  Wilhelmina  Brunt. 

President  Rood: 

The  greatest  crop  of  the  state  of  Iowa  is  not  the  corn 
which  it  grows  in  profusion,  it  is  not  the  stock  and  cattle  on 
a  thousand  hills,  but  its  greatest  crop  is  men  and  women. 
Whatever  is  great  in  this  state,  or  any  state,  comes  from 
the  character  of  the  men  and  women  who  make  up  that 
state.  You  have  a  citizen  of  your  own  city  of  that  high 
character,  and  I  take  pleasure  in  introducing  to  the  Com- 
rades of  my  Brigade  and  those  visiting  comrades,  Honor- 
able D.  W.  Hamilton  of  Sigourney: 

Address  by  Mr.  Hamilton. 

Mr.  President,  Members  of  the  Crocker  Iowa  Brigade,  Ladies  and 
Gentlemen: — 

1  assure  you  that  I  am  prouder  of  Sigoumey  tonight  than  I  have 
ever  been  before,  to  see  how  well  you  have  turned  out  to  honor  the 
gallant  men  who  have  gathered  here  to  celebrate  the  fiftieth  anni- 
versary of  the  organization  of  their  brigade. 

I  was  fooled  into  making  a  speech  tonight.  If  I  had  known 
what  was  upon  the  program  I  would  not  have  consented  to  talk  to 
you.  I  was  told  by  the  committee  that  they  did  not  know  just  ex- 
actly what  kind  of  a  program  they  were  going  to  have  and  they 
wanted  me  to  make  a  few  remarks.  Had  I  known  that  Col.  Palmer 
was  going  to  make  a  speech  I  would  not  have  agreed  to  have  done 
so.  He  and  I  have  been  on  the  platform  a  number  of  times  together, 
and  he  always  manages  to  speak  after  1  do,  and  always  tells  a  big- 
ger one  than  I  can,  and  just  as  sure  as  you  dispute  it,  he  calls  upon 
a  dozen  of  these  old  fellows  and  they  say  it  is  so. 

1  was  thinking  this  evening  that  I  just  sort  of  tit  into  this  cele- 
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braticm.  That  while  you  celebrate  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  your 
organization,  I  celebrate  my  fiftieth  birthday,  but  you  are  four  or 
five  months  older  than  I.  (Applause.)  When  I  was  a  small  child  it 
seemed  like  fifty  years  would  be  a  long;,  long-  while.  However,  when 
I  have  nearly  reached  that  age,  and  look  back  over  the  past  and  re- 
member some  of  the  things  of  my  childhood,  it  does  not  seem  very 
long  ago.  Just  as  Hon.  Fred  White  told  you  last  night,  "The  time 
of  your  organization  seems  a  long  ways  oil  in  some  respects,  and  in 
others  it  is  close  by." 

I  am  glad  to  have  this  opportunity  of  talking  to  you.  No  man  or 
woman  can  witness  the  lives  of  these  men  who  so  gallantly  fought 
fifty  years  ago  for  the  preservation  of  this  union;  no  one  could  look 
at  that  parade  in  our  city  this  morning  and  see  that  gallant  remnant 
of  Crocker's  Iowa  Brigade  as  they  marched  along  our  streets,  with 
out  feeling  a  thrill  of  patriotism.  We  do  not  understand  just  why  we 
feel  this  way.  There  is  that  something  in  the  blood  of  our  veins  that 
sends  it  tingling  to  our  very  fingers. 

1  am  sure  that  as  you  meet  from  year  to  year  in  your  reunions, 
and  recall  your  experiences,  you  are  again  young,  and  your  blood 
rushes  through  your  veins,  and  you  again  feel  as  though  you  were 
marching  behind  the  Stars  and  Stripes  upon  a  victorious  battlefield. 
And  as  the  years  go  by  and  you  grow  older  and  you  get  further  away 
from  those  days  and  time  intervenes  between  you  and  your  comrades, 
y<mr  love  and  affection  grows.  As  age  comes  to  every  man  and  wo- 
man they  love  the  things  of  their  childhood  and  youth  more  tenderly. 
Therefore  it  is  meet  that  you  come  together  as  often  as  you  can  and 
renew  those  associations  that  you  formed  as  you  marched  side  by 
side.  We  probably  do  not  understand  just  why  you  have  the  affec- 
tion for  each  other  that  you  have.  It  is  because  you  stood  by  one 
another's  side  during  four  years  of  hardship.  It  is  just  like  two  men 
would  go  out  on  a  ranch,  away  from  the  world  and  spend  a  year  or 
two  together.  They  would  love  each  other  because  of  close  associa- 
tion. Much  more  does  the  old  soldier  remember  these  things  because 
the  ties  between  him  and  his  comrades  are  much  greater  than  could 
possibly  be  between  individauls. 

I  listened  at  the  program  at  the  church  last  evening  and  a  few 
ideas  were  advanced  to  which  I  want  to  call  your  attention;  that  is, 
the  importance  of  the  victories  that  were  won  by  the  Union  soldiers 
of  '61-65,  and  what  might  have  been  the  consequences  had  not  the 
men  who  took  up  the  cause  of  the  American  union  possessed  the 
patriotism  and  valor  that  they  did  possess. 

This  nation  has  become  a  mighty  world  power,  one  that  is  con- 
sulted with  on  all  matters  of  international  importance.  It  has  be- 
come so  because  of  the  intelligence,  endurance  and  patriotism  of  the 
citizens  of  this  great  nation  of  ours.  Had  the  Union  army  been  de- 
feated; had  this  nation  been  divided,  had  you  not  been  victorious,  then 
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today  instead  of  one  mighty  nation  standing  as  a  living  example  of 
the  fact  that  a  republican  form  of  government  is  the  best  govern- 
ment upon  the  earth,  instead  of  this,  we  should  have  Keen  two  re- 
bellious nations,  contesting  for  every  advantage  that  wg  could  ob- 
tain, with  nothing  between  us  except  an  imaginary  line.  Therefore 
ii  is  right  that  we  honor  these  men  who  laid  down  their  occupations 
in  life  and  went  out  to  battle  for  the  nation's  honor.  Show  them 
that  we  appreciate  the  battle-,  that  they  fought  and  the  victories  that 
they  won,  and  as  suggested,  the  time  is  at  hand  when  they  should  be 
substantially  remembered  \>y  paying  to  them  what  the  government 
actually  owes  them.  I  believe  that  this  government  has  been  fair 
to  the  old  soldier  as  it  .saw  its  doty,  hut  1  believe  that  the  time  is  not 
far  distant  when  it  will  realize  that  there  is  yet  mote  it  can  and 
ought  to  do. 

In  conclusion,  let  us  remember  the  lessons  that  have  been  taught 
us  by  the  bravery  and  patriotism  of  the  men  who  have  gathered  here 
in  this  reunion.  The  war  is  over.  Our  government  is  a  government 
of  the  people,  in  which  every  citizen  has  a  duty  to  perform,  and  not 
only  a  duty  to  himself,  hut  to  his  government.  There  is  opportunity 
to  show  your  patriotism  to  your  government  as  well  as  there  was  in 
1861.  There  is  opportunity  to  show  your  loyalty  to  your  state  and 
to  the  nation.  It  depends  upon  you  as  individuals  whether  you  will 
conduct  yourselves  as  loyal,  law-abiding  citizens,  'the  duty  of  every 
American  citizen  is  that  he  .shall  abide  by  the  laws  made  by  his  gov- 
ernment, whether  these  laws  comply  with  his  wishes  or  his  judg- 
ment. This  is  a  government  of  the  majority,  and  patriotism  de- 
mands obedience  to  the  laws  upon  our  statute  books,  and  that  every 
citizen  in  his  every  day  life  shull  conduct  himself  in  such  a  manner 
that  when  the  sun  of  that  day  has  set  he  shall  have  performed  some 
act  that  has  benefitted  the  community  in  which  he  lives,  and  has 
thereby  strengthened  and  added  power  to  this  great  republic  of  ours. 

(Applause.) 

Address  by  Colonel  Palmer. 

Colonel  Palmer  made  a  witty,  patriotic  address. 
Music:     Tenting  on  the  Old  Camp  Ground. 

President  Rood: 

Miss  Lillian  Jackson  will  recite  for  us 


The  Company's  Keu n ion, 

By  Jas.  W.  Miller 

Fall  in,  Company  D, 
The  east  is  turning  gray, 
'Tis  time  to  he  astir 
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For  a  long  hard  march  today. 

Why  is  the  camp  so  still, 

And  silent  the  reveille? 

Never  be  late  or  make  the  line  wait, 

Is  the  rule  of  Company  D. 

Can  it  be  that  the  orderly  naps, 

Who  never  was  slow  before? 

If  he  talked  in  his  sleep  it  would  be 

To  go  over  the  roll  once  more. 

No  coffee  cans  sing-  on  the  coals, 

Yet  soon  we  must  be  on  ouu  way, 

Be  up  lark,  lest  the  teamsters  remark, 

We  are  getting  blankety  gay. 

At  last  some  signs  of  life, 

Ten  old  men   in  a   row, 

Perhaps  they  farm  near  here 

And  come  with  tales  of  woe. 

"Good  morning,  friends,  how  now, 

Have  the  boys  been  playing-  pranks? 

Are  your  fences  stripped  or  unions  nipped, 

By  any  in  our  ranks?" 

"Why,  captain,  rub  youi    specs 

And  tell  us  what  you  see, 

You  said,  "Fall  in,"  and  here 

Ls  what's  left  of  Company  I>. 

We  have  had  a  brush  with  time, 

And  our  portion  of  joys  and  cares, 

And  we're  not  the  first  to  get  the  worst 

Of  a  skirmish  with  fifty  years." 

"Why,  Jim,  you  towhead  of  old, 

Your  hair  is  silver  white, 

And  it's  not  the  sort,  I  know, 

That   turns  in  a  single  night. 

And  Jack  and  Sam  and  Joe, 

I  see  the  old  light  in  your  eyes, 

In  look  and  in  smile,  the  same  boys  all  the  while, 

All  the  rest  must  be  a  disguise." 

"Well,  we  can't  march  today, 

Hut,  sergeant,  the  flag  is  here, 

Take  a  comrade  on  each  side 

And  the  rest  will  form  over  here. 

With  bared  heads  we  wait  the  approach 

And  proudly  stand  at  salute, 

We  have  lived  to  see  the  Liberty  Tree, 

Bear  rich  and  glorious  fruit!" 

God  bless  the  Union  of  States, 

And  the  flag  that  covers  all, 

Through  all  the  year  the  volunteers 

Have  answered  every  call. 

Our  sons  are  true,  and  grandsons  too, 

Are  the  same  old  stock,  we  know, 

And  the  girls  point  the  way,  as  they  in  our  day. 

Just  fifty  years  ago. 

Salute  the  colors! 
Hurrah  for  Uncle  Sam! 
Break  ranks,  Company  D. 
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President  Rood: 

We  have  with  us  tonight  a  man  who  left  his  official 
duties  in  the  south  and  came  many  hundred  of  miles  that 
he  might  be  present  with  us  in  this  reunion  He  has  con- 
sented to  talk  to  you,  and  I  now  have  the  pleasure  of  in- 
troducing Sanford  Kirkpatrick,  First  Lieutenant  of  Co.  K., 
Second  Iowa. 

Address  by  Mr.  Kirkpatrick. 

Music:  Soldier's  Farewell. 

Address  by  Judge  K.  E.  Willcockson. 

Music:  Star  Spangled  Banner. 

President  Rood: 

The  hour  has  come  to  bring  the  last  camp-fire  of  this, 
the  Semi-Centennial  Reunion,  to  a  close,  and  I  wish  to  most 
earnestly  thank  these  young  ladies  and  young  gentlemen 
who  have  furnished  us  music  on  this  occasion.  In  behalf  of 
the  Brigade  and  all  who  have  heard  yon  I  want  to  thank 
you  young  people  for  the  pleasure  you  have  given  us. 

1  wish  to  thank  in  the  most  impressive  manner  of 
which  I  am  capable  the  citizens  of  Sigourney  for  the  way 
they  have  treated  us.  We  came  with  love  for  the  few  of 
our  comrades  who  still  reside  here — for  Jack  and  Sam  and 
Davy  and  Pete — and  we  go  away  with  love  for  all  the  people 
of  Sigourney.  At  our  business  meeting  today  we  passed 
resolutions  of  thanks  and  acknowledgments  which  will  be 
published,  but  I  want  to  emphasize  them  in  a  way  the 
cold  type  cannot. 

The  audience  will  rise  as  the  flag  is  lowered.  We  will 
meet  again  in  two  years  at  Clarinda. 

Taps. 

Lowering  of  Flag. 

Adjournment. 
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REPORTS  OF  REGIMENTAL  MEETINGS. 

Routine  business  was  transacted  and  officers  elected  a: 
follows : 

Eleventh  Iowa 

President,  Captain  C.  Lemon,  Guthrie  Center,  Iowa 
vice-president,  M.  G.  Wiggins,  Dow  City,  Iowa ;  secretary 
treasurer,  J.  N.  Carr,  Wellman,  Iowa. 


Thirteenth  Iowa 

President  for  life,  Captain  J.  T.  Parker,  Sigourney, 
Iowa;  vice-president,  Captain  N.  K.  Shirk,  LeClare,  Iowa; 
secretary-treasurer,  D.  J.  Eichelberger,  Washington  lo^  a 

Fifteenth  Iowa 

President,  Major  W.  P.  Muir,  Bonaparte,  Iowa;  vice- 
ident,  Lieut.  David  E.  King,  Adel,     Iowa;     secretary- 
treasurer,  Major  Ii.  C.  McArthur,  Wa  hington,  D.  C;  cor- 
n  sponding  secretary,  Major  L.  S.  Tyler,  Los  Angeles,  Cal 

Sixteenth  Iowa 

President,  Colonel  J.  H.  Smith,  Camanche,  Iowa;  vice- 
president,  Captain  W.  L.  Kissick,  Oskaloosa,  Iowa;  secre- 
tary, Captain  C.  W.  Fracker,  De.s  Moines,  Iowa. 
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HISTORICAL 


Names  of  the  Soldiers  Who  Organized     the     Civic     Society 

Known  as  Crocker's  Iowa  Brigade,  at  Muscatine, 

Iowa,  June  9,  1881. 


Name 
Adams,  H.  C. 
Beach,  Benjamin   . 
Bowman,  Jacob  .  . 
Cadle,  Cornelius   .  . 
Crocker,  W.  II.  .  . 
Esmoil,  Peter  A.   . 

Fultz,  W.  S 

Henderson,  Robt.  . 

Kean,  J.  M 

Lewis,   E.  B 

McCoy,  S.  H 

Morgridge,  G.  0.   . 
Munroe,  J.  H. 
Parker,  John  T   .  . 

Rood,  H.  H 

Sherman,  B.  R.  .  . 
Shifflet,  W.  T.  .  .  . 
Stephens,  E.  G.    . 
Sullivan,  Thos|   .  .  , 
Twigg,  W.  M. 

Welch,   Jno    

Wintermute,  R.  K. 


Co. 

Reg. 

D.. 

.13th.  . 

Died  Nov.   16, 

1893 

II.  .. 

.11th.  . 

.  .  .  .    Died  May    16, 

1913 

A.. 

.  .tltli.  . 

Died  Oct.  31, 

1912 

II 

11th.  . 

Died  July  13, 

1913 

E.  . 
E 

.16th.  . 
16th  .  . 

Died  Jan.  3, 

1897 

1) 

.11th  .  . 

A 

.  nth 

D. . 

.nth.. 

Died  - 

189? 

[ 

,11th.. 

C 

.nth. . 

Died  July, 

1895 

FT 

.nth. . 

Died  Feb. 

190!. 

H.  . 

.nth. . 

Died  Nov.  19, 

190i 

T) 

13th  .  . 

A 

13th  .                          

E.. 

.13th. . 

.  .  .  .   Died  Nov.  11, 

190i 

D.. 

.11th. . 

Died 

190( 

I.. 

.13th.. 

....   Died  Sept.  10, 

189! 

E.. 

.16th.. 

....   Died  July  25, 

189i 

C 
E 

..nth.. 

.16th  .. 

.nth. . 

Dead — Reported  in 

19H 

H.  . 

Died  April, 
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Company  D,  13th  Iowa 

During  the  semi-centennial  reunion  of  Crocker's  Iowa 
Brigade,  Capt.  Parker  had  in  line  on  the  south  side  of  the 
square  Company  D,  13th  Iowa.  The  company  was  in  line 
just  where  it  lined  up  fifty  years  ago  100  men  strong,  and 
climbing  into  old  lumber  wagons,  bid  good-bye  to  Sigourney 
and  left  for  Dixie.  Sergeant  Brunt  called  the  original  roll 
and  the  roll  of  recruits,  and  Capt.  Parker  answered  to  the 
names  of  all  who  were  not  present,  giving  the  lime  and 
place  of  those  killed  in  battle  and  those  who  died  in  prison 
and  hospital,  and  those  who  have  died  since  their  discharge 
at  the  close  of  the  war,  also  the  residences  of  those  still  liv- 
ing. 

The  company  had  eighty  recruits  during  the  war  and 
Capt.  Parker  has  kept  in  close  touch  with  every  member  of 
Company  D  since  the  discharge  of  the  company  in  1865. 
There  were  22  of  Company  D  in  line.  Three  of  the  22  were 
recruits. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  nineteen  boys  of 
Company  D  who  left  here  fifty  years  ago  and  returned  at 
the  close  of  the  war  and  were  present  and  answered  to  their 
names : 

John  T.  Parker  Albert  Fritzler  W.  H.  Orton 

W.  H.  Young  S.  W.  Brunt  Chas.  Kendall 

R.  S.  Martin  D.  W.  Shean  Cyrus  Pinkerton 

Wm.  Cochran  Wm.  Johnson  James  Sisson 

J.  W.  Stokesberry     Andy  Stranahan  D.  W.  Shawhan 

James  McClanahan  Frank  Fleming  Peter  Shaver 
Wm.  Chesney 
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Honorary  Membership  List,  1913 

1.  Mrs.  Charlotte  D.  Crocker.. Box  135  Hollywood,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

2.  Mrs.  Mary  Crocker  Duncan.Box  135  Hollywood,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

3.  J.  M.  Crocker Box  135  Hollywood,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

4.  General   G.   M.    Dodge Council    BlulTs,   Iowa 

5.  Miss  Bertha  Wolcott  Balaam Keokuk,   Iowa 

6.  Captain  J.  I).  Fegan Clinton,  Iowa 

7.  Colonel   G.    W.   Crosley Webster  City,   Iowa 

8.  General  J.  H.  Stibbs Chicago,  111.     U.  S.  Pension  Department 

9.  Mrs.  J.   A.  Seevers Oskaloosa,   Iowa 

10.  Captain  Geo.  R.  Richardson ....  Chicago,  111.,  care  Burley  &  Co. 

11.  Howard  L.  Hederick Des   Moines  Iowa 

12.  Major   Samuel    Mahon Ottumwa,    Iowa 

13.  Mrs.    W.    E.   Rickard Tipton,   Iowa 

14.  Mrs.  J.  G.  Safeley Traer,  Iowa 

15.  Rodney  Church   Wilson Newton,   Iowa 

16.  James    Wilson Newton,    Iowa 

17.  Miss    Maria   Adelaid    Wilson    Newton,   Iowa 

18.  Mrs.   M.    W.   Thomas Des    Moines,   Iowa,    1058   W.    12th    St. 

19.  E.   L.  Horth Centralia,   Kansas 

20.  Colonel  Chas.  A.  Clark Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa 

21.  Dr.  Frank  Thrall Ottumwa,  Iowa 

22.  Mrs.  W.   H.   Goodrell Iowa   City,   Iowa 

23.  Mrs.  Geo.  B  Hunter Newton,  Iowa 

24.  Honorable  A.  B.  Cummins Des  Moines,  Iowa 

25.  Colonel  R.  E.  Koch Chicago,  111.,  N.  W.  Dental  College 

2G.  Major  D.    W.   Reed Pittsburg   Landing,   Tenn. 

27.  Mrs.  W.  F.  McCarroll Ottumwa,  Iowa,  309  W.  4th  St. 

28.  Mrs.  J.  M.  Hederick Ottumwa,  Iowa,  216  W.  4th  St. 

29.  Miss  Carita  Belknap  McCarroll.  .Ottumwa,  Iowa,  309  W.  4th  St. 

30.  Mrs.  Susan  Safely  Blake Burlington,  Iowa 

31.  Mrs.  Charles  E.  Putnam Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  15G0  2nd  Ave. 
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REUNIONS  PREVIOUSLY  HELD. 


A  List  of  Places  Where  Former  Reunions  Have  Been  Given. 

1881 At  Washington,  attendance  107 

1883. At  Cedar  Rapids,  attendance  270 

1885 At  Iowa  City,  attendance  316 

1887 At   Davenport,   attendance    120 

1889 At  Council  Bluffs,  attendance  401 

1891 At   Des  Moines,  attendance  580 

1894 At  Ottumwa,  attendance  372 

1896 At  Marshalltown,  attendance  320 

1898 At  Jefferson,  attendance  330 

1900 At  Keokuk,  attendance  403 

1902 At  Muscatine,  attendance  828 

1904 At  Waterloo,  attendance  230 

1906 At  Clinton,  attendance  22G 

1908 At  Oskaloosa,  attendance  325 

1910 At  Washington,  attendance  225 

1911 At  Sigourney,  attendance  233 

■ 

The  persons  charged  with  the  duty  of  publishing  these  pro- 
ceedings deeply  regret  that  they  could  not  give  more  space  to  the 
Press    Reports   of    Washington  and  Sigourney  papers. 

These  reports  were  full,  accurate   and    interesting,   but   we  are 

limited  in  our  expenses  to  our  assured  resources,   and  against  our 

wish  and  the  best  results  of  thebook  itself  we  are  compelled  to  omit 
much  matter  fully  worthy  of  a   place  in  these  pages. 
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IN  MEMORIAM 


OF  THE 


1220  OFFICERS  AND  MEN 


WHO  WERE  KILLED  IN  BATTLE  OK 
DIED  OF  WOUNDS  OR  DISEASE  ON 
THE  UATTLE  FIELD  AND  IN  THE 
HOSPITAL  OK    PRISON  ::  ::  :. 


But  there  are  deeds  that  shall  not  perish, 
^/Ind  names  that  must  not  tvithcr" 


REGIMENT 

1  w 

0. 

5" 

53 

* 
9 
C 

a 
o. 
n 

B. 

1    Died, Disease 
andWoands-. 

1 

Total  Died  . 

Eleventh  Iowa. . . 
Thirteenth  Iowa  . 
Fifteenth  Iowa  . . 
Sixteenth  Iowa  - . 

90 
117 
140 
101 

234 
313 
416 
311 

148 
176 
231 
217 

238 
203 
371 

318 

Aggregate 

448 

1274 

772 

1220 

KM,**  ±tfrmi^iinnMhm\wmiaw  irmimt  ,itKai*,«f.j*i^ 


ii^^.i^.^^i.-^MX^  .MWJhi 
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OBITUARY 


Mrs.  Alice  Smith  Cheek 

Born  January  1852,  died  November  15,  1910.  No  loss 
during  the  thirty  years  this  brigade  had  been  holding  re- 
unions has  so  touched  the  social  side  of  our  gatherings,  as 
the  death  of  this  noble  woman.  Duty  and  affection  unite 
to  take  more  than  ordinary  notice  of  one  who  had  rendered 
such  great  service  to  the  association,  and  who  was  known 
to  all  who  had  ever  attended  its  meetings. 

On  the  day  following  her  death  Mr.  Tacitus  Hussey 
said  of  her  in  the  Register  and  Leader.  "The  death  of  this 
well  known  and  loved  lady  has  cast  a  gloom  over  the  city. 
She  began  her  musical  career  when  a  little  maiden  of  eleven 
years  in  Keokuk  in  the  early  days  of  the  war  singing  patri- 
otic songs  to  the  soldiers  encamped  there.  God  had  given 
her  a  beautiful  voice,  and  she  used  it  on  all  occasions  with- 
out stint  where  a  heart  was  to  be  cheered  or  a  family  grief 
consoled.  There  was  not  a  family  so  poor,  nor  a  dwelling 
so  humble  that  when  duty  called  she  did  not  brighten  it 
with  her  presence,  and  the  number  of  ministrations  to  sor- 
rowing and  stricken  families  were  numbered  in  the  thous- 
ands." 

The  above  and  much  more  in  the  article  by  Mr.  Hussey, 
the  best  informed  pioneer  of  Des  Moines,  was  read  to  the 
Pioneer  Lawmakers  Association  at  their  reunion,  March 
14-16,  1911. 

Also  a  long  and  beautiful  letter  from  General  J.  S. 
Clarkson,' formerly  of  Des  Moines,  nowr  of  New  York,  who 
was  born  in  the  same  town  and  was  schoolmate  and  play- 
mate of  Mrs.  Cheek. 

Only  one  paragraph  can  be  quoted  but  if  space  could 
be  spared  all  would  be  printed. 

I  had  known  the  dear  blessed  girl  all  her  life,  and  her 
blessed  father  and  mother  before  her  and  Mrs.  Clarkson 
had  known  and  loved  her  for  over  forty  years.  Allie  was 
so  interwoven  in  our  lives  that  she  as  near  to  us  as  a 
member  of  the  family.     *      *      *     With  all  her  great     and 
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generous  work  which  she  gave  so  lavishly,  there  was  never 
a  show  of  vanity  or  pride.  God  gave  her  so  good  and  gen- 
erous a  heart,  that  she  asked  no  reward  except  the  satisfac- 
tion of  knowing  she  had  been  a  help  to  those  in  need  of  help. 

The  Loyal  Legion  Iowa  Coinmandery  passed  beautiful 
and  fitting  resolutions,  and  throughout  the  state  patriotic 
associations  of  all  kinds  united  in  sorrowing  for  one  so 
worthy. 

At  the  Sigourney  meeting  of  this  brigade  the  president 
as  the  first  business  of  the  first  business  meeting  announc- 
ed the  death  of  this  honored  woman  and  named  a  commit- 
tee to  prepare  resolutions  of  respect  and  affection  which 
they  submit  herewith : 

Resolutions 

Resolved  by  Crocker's  Iowa  Brigade  at  its  meeting  at 
Sigourney,  Iowa,  September  6  and  7,   1911. 

That  the  passing  from  earth  of  Mrs.  Alice  Smith  Cheek 
endeared  to  every  member  by  her  many  womanly  qualities, 
has  brought  sorrow  to  each  one,  and  deeply  touched  the 
noblest  sympathies  of  our  hearts. 

That  the  many  years  of  association  in  our  reunions, 
had  given  an  opportunity  to  note  her  unselfishness,  her 
modesty,  her  tender  thoughtfulness  of  others,  her  love  for 
the  brigade,  its  history,  and  fame. 

That  charmed  as  we  have  been  so  often  by  her  beaut- 
iful voice,  used  with  bird  like  freedom  for  our  pleasure.  We 
have  been  even  more  delighted  with  the  pure  and  gentle 
character,  which  seemed  by  natural  causes  to  preserve  the 
voice  far  beyond  the  usual  limits  of  beauty  and  pleasure. 

We  extend  to  her  husband  and  son  the  sincere  sym- 
pathy of  this  organization  and  to  all  who  knew  her  the  as- 
surance that  her  memory  will  never  pass  from  ours. 

C.  W.  Fracker, 
L.  S.  Tyler, 
C.  E.  Putnam, 
P.  B.  Harrington, 

Committee 
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ROSTER  OF  MEMBERS  AT  SIGOURNEY. 


Eleventh 
(Addresses  are  all  Iowa  unless  otherwise  stated.) 

Company  A 

A.  D.  Rose,  Rosalie,  Neb.  T.  S.  Meeker,  Lilts 

Robert  Henderson,  Davenport  Levi  Barnard,  Muscatine 

I).  Whitmyer,  Villisca  C.  C.  Miller,  Eagleville,  Mo. 

Simeon  Meyers,  Buffalo  A.  G.  Tyler,  Muscatine, 

A.  B.  Gilbert,  Bloomheld  Win.  E.  Taylor,  Blair,  Nebr. 

J.  D.  Richards,  Wayland  J.  W.  Anderson,  Marshalltown 

Geo.  Benedict,  Muscatine  Henry  Kellogg,  Marshalltown 
John  W.  Meeker,  Cranston 

Company   B 

J.  C.  Meyers,  Marshalltown  J.  A.  Morgan,  Coatsville 

J.  B.  Myers,  Whitten  T.  McKimiey,  Afton 

Samuel  Mooney,  Clemons  E.  M.  Hickman,  Whitten 
Albert  II.  Southwiek,  Sawtelle,  Cal. 

Company   C 

J.  C.  Glasgow,  Clarinda  Z.  L.  Edward,  Columbus  Junction 

S.  J.  Duncan,  Allerton  W.  II.  Jennings,  Davenport 

J.  B.  Dodds,  Wyman  J.  W.  Sands,  A  ins  worth 

W..  D.  Ashford,  Maryville,  Mo.  Alex  Henderson,  Ainsworth 

Jacob  M.  Ashford,  Maryville,  Mo.  A.  1).  Acheson,  Ainsworth 

John  Gamble,  Moline,  111.  James  E.  Green,  Lone  Tree 
F.  M.  McCoy,  Columbus  City 

Company  D 

A.  Wicker,  Alliance,  Nebr.  E.  M.  Wiker,  Bethel,  Kas. 

Van  V.  Reeves,  Guthrie  Center  Theodore  Farrier,  Tipton 

Samuel  Steffy,  Victor  J.  N.  Edge,  Wilton  Junction 

Perry  Sterrett,  Deep  River  R.  Forbes,  Omaha,  Nebr. 

Company    E 

M.  G.  Wiggins,  Dow  City  John  Kinam,  Churdan 

P.  B.  Herrington,  Wapella,  HI.  B.  F.  Bossert,  Tipton 

J.  H.  Bolton,  Tipton 
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Company  F 

I.  N.  Carr,  Wellman  Sam'l  Gordon,  Crawfordsville 

Connie  Lemon,  Guthrie  Center  A.  J.  Dawson,  Washing-ton 

A.  B.  Taylor,  Parkston,  S.  D.  E.  G.  Jackson,  Olds 

W.  I.  Williamson,  Knoxsville  Perry  VanWinkle,  Washington 

R.  E.  Love,  Hot  Springs,  S.  D.  S.  T.  Leighton,  Iowa  City 
J.  B.Wallace,  Canton,  111. 

Company   G 
W.  C.  Lincoln,  New  London  I).  II.  Burr,  Wayland 

Company  H 

W.  D.  Ady,  Toledo  John  H.  Zollner,  Muscatine 

G.  W.  Sweeney,  Des  Moines 

Chas.  Udeish,  Muscatine 


Company    I 


Company  K 

Frank  Graver,  Lisbon  John  Stang,  Thor 


Thirteenth 

Company  A 

H.  H.  Rood,  Mt.  Vernon  W.  A.  Norris,  Rock  Island,  111. 

Chas.  W.  Kepler,  Mt.  Vernon  M.  V.  Taylor,  Marion 

J.  R.  McClaskey,  Toledo  J.  N.  Easterly,  Lisbon 

Jacob  K.  Shaver,  Fairfax  J.  W.  Fitz,  Jefferson 

J.  T.  Oldham,  Eldorado,  Kas.  M.  J.  Umisted,  Dayton 
J.  W.  Wickham,  Lisbon 

Company  B 

L.  C.  Westfall,  Mingo  Sylvester  Adams,  Guthrie,  Okla 

Silas  Poling,  Colfax 


Company  C 

H.  C.  Anderson,  Pomona,  Calif.  G.  W.  Garten,  Mt.  Ayr 

John  P.  Martin,  Chariton  Elias  Mills,  Laeona 

E.  D.  Spencer,  Lucas  G.  H.  Ragsdale,  Des  Moines 
T.  J.  Mitchell,  Guthrie,  Okla. 
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Company  D 

J.  T.  Parker,  Sigoiirney  Peter  Shaver,  Sigoumey 

C.  F.  Kendall,  Delta  W.  H.  Young-,  Hedrick 

Wm.  Johnson,  Tallyrand  J.  E.  McClenahan,  Oskaloosa 

D.  \V.  Shawhan,  Hutchinson  R.  S.  Martin,  Hedrick 

I).  W.  Shean,  Sigoumey  J.  J.  Sisson,  Harveyville,  Kas. 

S.  W.  Brunt,  Sigoumey  J.  W.  Stokesberry,  Sigoumey 

W.  C.  Cochran,  Beloit,  Kas.  Wm.  W.  Chesn.ey,  Kiota 

W.  H.  Orion,  Fullerton,  Nebr.  Andrew  Stranahan,  Washington 

Ira  W.  Douthart,  Hiawatha,  Kas.  G.  W.  Alton,  Hillsboro 

F.  F.  Fleming,  Piedmont,  Kas.  Albert  Fritzler,  Delta 

Cvrus  Pinkerton,  Sigoumey 

Company    E 

W.  A.  Shirk,  LeClaire  Lawrence  Mott,  South  Ottumwa 

Geo.  Merna,  Wyoming,  111.  J.  R.  Pratt,  Jewel  City,  Kas. 

Wm.  Drew,  Cantrell       .  Wm.  Snakenberg,  Sigoumey 

I).  W.Hudson.  Redding 

Company   F 

A.  B.  Franklin,  Collins  '  Daniel  Wall,  Fremont 
Henry  Zimmerman,  Cedar  Rapids  S.  A.  Easterly,  Sedalia,  Mo. 
W.H.  Easterly,  Clinton 

Company   G 

E.  J.  Rosecrans,  Ashland,  Nebr.  L.  E.  Schutts,  Van  Home 
Chas.  E.  Putnam,  Cedar  Rapids  J.  R.  Wallace,  Vinton 
Henry  Wilson,  Miles  H.  II.  McElroy,  Vinton 
R.  R.  Hani'ord,  Vinton  T.  C.  Smock,  Des  Moines 
Wm.  Auburn,  Mt.  Auburn 

Company   H 

C.  H.  Murphy,  SanDiego,  Calif.  C.  H.  Young,  Colesfield,  Nebr. 

B.  F.  Glass,  Beaman 

Company    I 

A.  M.  Miller,  Macedona  N.  L.  Long,  Crawfordsville 

F.  E.  White,  South  English  V.  B.  Story,  Kiota 

C.  E.  S.  Cooper,  Toledo  R.  R.  Cox,  Hindsboro,  111. 
Amasa  Cheney,  Millersburg  I).  E.  Cocklin,  Washington 
T.  Y.  McCall,  LeClaire  F.  H.  Farley,  Sloan 

F.  G.  Chesley,  West  Chester  G.  W.  Beck,  Fremont 

D.  J.  Eichelberger,  Washington 

Company  K 

F.  M.  Ohmart,  Grinnell  Wm.  M.  Myers,  Brighton 

Sam'l  Knauss,  Oklahoma  City,  Okia.  A.  J.  Lane,  South  English 

J.  W  Eyestone,  Mt.  Vernon  D.  S.  Cole,  Washington 

J.  A.  McClure,  Richland  S.  E.  Woodford,  Brighton 

1.  D.  McElroy,  Marshalltown  J.  W.  Donovan,  Newton 
A.  II  olio  peter,  Brighton 
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Fifteenth 

Company  A 
C.  S.  Stewart,  Montezuma  Henry  Repenn,  Tama 

W.  W.  Nelson,  Birmingham  Wm.  Thornton,  Aukeny 

Daniel  Knight,  Caral  Junction,  Mo.  Wm.  Draper,  Brighton 

Company   B 

C.  E.  Lanstrum,  Galesburg,  111.  V.  B.  Wiggins,  Lebanon,  Kas. 
August  F.  Burger,  VanMeter                    J.  M.  Parker,  Des  Moines 

D.  W.  Bushnell,  Council  Bluffs  Jackson  Terrell,  Polk  City 
David  E.  King,  Adel 

Company  C 

George  Keasling,  Elk  River,  Minn.  W.  U.  Brown,  Rose  Hill, 

Eden  Hunt,  Lynnville  W.  J.  Reed,  Watchier 

David  DeVore,  Des  Moines  J.  T.  Timbrel,  Taintor 

Robt.  H.  Dickson,  Rose  Hill  Henry  VanDermarel,  Pella 

Jos.  W.  Dickson,  Coleville,  Kas. 

Company   D 

J.  M.  Lindsey,  Des  Moines  M.  V.  Leonard,  South  Ottumwa 

R.  H.  Copeland,  Independence  Thus.  W.  Scott,  Marion 

Stephen  Wilkins,  Ottumwa  W.  S.  McLain,  Kirkville 

Company    E 

W.  H.  Haryman,  Douds  Leando  J.  H.  Hellwig,  Milton 

J.  F.  Lock,  Bentonsport  Sylvester  Chaplin,  Keosauqua 

Geo.  DeHart,  Keosauqua  H.  C.  Seymour,  Danville 

Samuel  Minnich,  Keosauqua  A.  Hunter,  Washington 

W.  P.  L.  Muir,  Bonaparte  Jonathan  R.  Porter,  Denmark 

O.  E.  Stewart,  Burlington  W.  T.  Thompson,  Grand  View 

J.  W.  Cheney,  Keosauqua  Christopher  Warren,  Keosadqua 

Company   G 
Jesse  W.  Cheek,  Des  Moines  W.  W.  Campbell,  Indianola 

Company  H 

H.  C.  McArthur,  Washington,  D.  C.        L.  S.  Tyler,  LosAngeles,  Calif. 
C.  A.  Monson,  Fairfield,  Henry  Frantz,  San  Diego,  Calif. 

B./G.  Gard,  Cedar  Rapids  Mrs.  EmaaAVilber,  Fayette 

Company   I 

Elkany  Chandler,  East  Dubuque,  111.       W.  W.  Markell,  North  English 
J.  W.  Irwin,  North  English  W.  W.  Williams,  Osceola 

Company  K 

Howard  U  Hedrick,  Des  Moines  John  Brady,  Knoxville 
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Sixteenth 

Company  A 
Win.  H.  Crawford,  Buffalo  J.  II.  Smith,  Camanche 

Company  C 

C.  W.  Pracker,  Des  Moines  Lena  McGowan,  Muscatine 

W.  L.  Kissick,  Oskaloosa  John  Hayes,  Seattle,  Wash. 

J.J.  Bottger,  Ollie 

Company    I) 

Geo.  I,.  Shark,  Tindall,  S.  I).  J.  B.  Ingalls,  Lehigh 

J.  T.  Francis,  Deer  Creek,  III.  .     J.  J.  Rozell,  LeClaire 

Company  V 

J.  N.  Marsh,  Montezuma  B.  Knoepfel,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Company  G 

Z.  Mentzer,  Mound  Cit",  Kas. 

Company   H 

A.  T.  Little,  Strawberry  Point 


C.  11.  Turner,  Algona 


Company    I 


Company  K 

W.  H.  Ingham,  Churdan  John  Martin,  Kaoka,  Mo. 

John  Hoeke,  Muscatine 
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